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There is no central office or activity in the Department of 
the Navy assigned the mission of collecting and maintaining 
information on UFO phenomenon, paranormal activity, and/or 
similar incidents. 

However, from 1947 to 1969, the U.S. Air Force investigated 
reported UFO. objects and sightings under Project Blue Book. 

This project, headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Ohio, was terminated on December 17, 1969, based on an 
evaluation of a report prepared by the University of Colorado 
entitled " Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects , " a 
review of the University of Colorado's report by the National 
Academy of Sciences, previous UFO studies, and U.S. Air Force 
experience investigating UFO reports during the 1940s through 
the 1960s. With the termination of Project Blue Book, the 
U.S. Air Force regulation establishing and controlling the 
program for investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. 
Documentation regarding the former Blue Book investigation 
was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch of 
the National Archives and Records Service. The Project Blue 
Book files consist of 61 feet of case files, 20 reels of motion 
pictures, 23 items of sound recording, and 8,360 photograph 
images. Access to this data should be coordinated with the 
Director, National Archives and Records Administration, Eighth 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20408, College 
Park, MD 20740-6001. You may also telephone the Project Blue 
Book archivist at (202) 501-5385. 

In July 1995, the General Accounting Office compiled a report to 
the Honorable Steven H. Schiff, House of Representatives, which 
illustrated the results of an extensive search for government 
records related to the alleged July 1947 crash near Roswell. 
Their search efforts included the examination of a wide range 
of classified and unclassified documents dating from July 1947 
through the 1950s. The GAO's search encompassed records main- 
tained by numerous organizations in New Mexico and elsewhere 
through the Department of Defense, as well as the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, .the Central Intelligence Agency, and 
the National Security Council. Because the above-referenced 
GAO report has been published and stocked for public sale by 
the U.S. Government Printing Office, it not subject to the 
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provisions of the FOIA. A copy of this report can be obtained 
by writing to the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402-9328, and referring to 
stock number ISBN 0-16-048023-X . 

Additionally, the U.S. Air Force has compiled a report entitled 
"The Roswell Report: Fact vs. Fiction in the New Mexico Desert." 
This document is available from the Air Force Historical Center, 
SFHSO/HOS , 110 Luke Avenue, Suite 400, Bolling Air Force Base, 
Washington, DC 20332-8050. 

Other sources of information on this subject are the Internet 
and published books available for sale or from your public 
library. Further, there are a number' of universities and 
professional scientific organizations that have considered UFO 
phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. A list of 
private organizations interested in aerial phenomena may be 
found in Gale's Encyclopedia. 
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Information Sheet 
Philadelphia Experiment; UFO's 


Over the years the Navy has received innumerable Queries about the 
socalled "Philadelphia Experiment" or "Project" and the alleaed role 
of the Office of Naval Research (CNR) in it. The majority of these 
inquiries are directed to the Office of Naval Research or to the Fourth 
Naval District in Philadelphia. The frequency of these Queries predict- 
ably intensifies each time the experiment is mentioned by the pooular 
press, often in a science fiction book. 

Tne genesis of the Philadelphia Experiment myth dates back to 1955 with 
the publication of The Case for UFO's by the late Morris K. Jessup. 

Some time after the publication of the book, Jessup received corresoond- 
ence from a Carlos Miguel Allende, who gave his address as R.D. #1, Box 
, # N f w Kensington, PA. In his correspondence Allende conmented on 

Jessup s book and gave details of an alleged secret naval experiment 
conducted by the Navy in Philadelphia in 1943. During the experirent, 
according to Allende, a ship was rendered invisible and teleported to 
and from Norfolk in a few minutes, with some terrible aftereffects for 
crew members. Supposedly, this incredible feat was accomplished by 
applying Einstein's "unified field" theory. Allende claimed that he had 
witnessed the experiment from another ship and that the incident was 
reported in a Philadelphia newspaper. The identity of the newsoaper has 
never been established. Similarly, the identity of Allende is unknown, 
ana no information exists on his present address. 

f 0 ^ ° f Jessu P' s b 00 * was mailed anonymously to ONR. The paces 
of the book were interspersed with hand written comments which alleaed' 
a knowledge of UFO’s, their means of motion, the culture and ethos of 
the beings occupying these UFO’s, described in Dseudo-scientific and 
incoherent terms. 

Two ° f ficers, then assigned to ONR, took a personal interest in the 
took and showed it to Jessup. Jessup concluded that the writer of 
the consents on his book was the same person who had written him about 
the Pniladelphia Experiment. These two officers personally had the book 
retyped and arranged for the reprint, in typewritten form, of 25 copies. 

a ^ T £ 1 ^ erS 311(3 their Personal belongings have left CNR many vears ago, 
and ONR ooes not have a file copy of the annotated book. 





REVIEW 


OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

BY A 

PANEL OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


Copyright, National Academy of Sciences, 1969. This book, or any parts 
thereof, may not be reproduced in any form without written permission 
from the publisher except that reproduction in whole, or in part, is 
permitted for any use of the United States Government. 
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Review 


of the 

University of Colorado Report on Unidentified Flying Objects 

by a 

Panel of the National Academy of Sciences 


The Panel was appointed in the latter part of October and early 
November 1968. The charge to the Panel was "to provide an independent 
assessment of the scope, methodology, and findings of the (University 
of Colorado) study as reflected in the (University's) Report." While 
the Panel largely restricted its review to this charge, it was thought 
both appropriate and necessary that the Panel beoome familiar with various 
scientific points of view as presented in other publications and reports 
by technically trained persons. 

It was not the task of the Panel to conduct its own study of UFOs 
or to invite advocates, scientifically trained or not, of various points 
of view to hearings. The task was to study the University's Report 
and to assess: First, its scope; namely, did the Report, in the opinion 

of the Panel, cover those topics that a scientific study of UFO phenomena 
should have embraced? Second, its methodology; namely, did the Report, 
in the opinion of the Panel, reveal an acceptable scientific methodology 
and approach to the subject? Third, its findings; namely, were the 
conclusions and interpretations warranted by the evidence and analyses 
as presented in the Report and were they reasonable? 

In the course of its review the Panel consulted papers on the same 
subject by technically trained persons (for example, William Markowitz, 

"The Physics and Metaphysics of Unidentified Flying Objects," Science, 

157 ( 1967), pp. 1274-79. James E. McDonald, "Science, Technology, and 
UFOs," presented January 26, 1968, at a General Seminar of the United 
Aircraft Research Laboratories, East Hartford, Connecticut. James E. 
McDonald, "UFOs - An International Scientific Problem," presented March 
12, 1968, at the Canadian Aeronautics and Space Institute Astronautics 
Symposiun, Montreal, Canada. James E. McDonald , "Statement on International 
Scientific Aspects of the Problems of Unidentified Flying Objects," 
sent to the United Nations on Juie 7, 1967. Donald H. Menzel , Flying 
Saucers , Harvard University Press (Cambridge, 1952). Donald H. Menzel 
and Lyle G. Boyd, The World of Flying Saucers , Doubleday (New York, 

1963). Report of Meetings of Scientific Advisory Panel on Unidentified 
Flying Objects , January 14-18, 1953. Special Report of the USAF Scientific 
Advisory Board ad hoc Committee to Review Project "Blue Book ," March, 1966. 
Symposium on Unidentified Flying Objects , Hearings before the Committee 
on Science and Astronautics, U.S. House of Representatives, Ninetieth 
Congress, Second Session, July 29, 1968). 


Attachment 2, pg 5 





The Panel be^n its review immediately after the Report became 
available on November 15, 1968, by an initial reading of the Report 
by each member of the Panel during a two-week period. The Panel convened 
on December 2 for a discussion of members 1 initial assessments, for 
consideration of the Panel's charge (soope, methodology, and findings 
in the Report), and for delineatioh of further steps in its review. 

The latter included the study of other documents presenting views and 
findings of technically trained persons (e.g. t the documents cited above), 
further examination of the Report's sunmary and findings, and further 
directed study of specialized chapters of the Report by appropriate 
members of the Panel. Extensive discussion, both by correspondence 
and by telephone, occurred during this period. The Panel met a^in 
on January 6, 1969, to conclude its deliberations and to prepare its 
findings, which are presented below. 

I. SOOPE 


The study by the University of Colorado commenced in October 1966 
and continued for about two years. Case studies of 59 reports of UFOs 
are presented in detail, with 68 plates; of these, ten reports predated 
the project, but were so well documented that they were included. A 
chapter is devoted to UFOs in history, one to UFO study programs in 
foreign countries, and one to UFOs reported in the 20 years preceding 
the study. Ten chapters are devoted to perceptual problems, processes 
of perception and reporting, psychological aspects of UFO reports, optics, 
radar, sonic boom, atmospheric electricity and plasma interpretations, 
balloons, instrumentation for UFO searches, and statistical analyses. 
(Twenty- four appendixes add detailed technical background to the study. 
Volume U concludes with an index of 27 pages.) 


C 


In our opinion the soope of the 3tudy was adequate to its purpose : 
a scientific study of UFO phenomena . 


II. METHODOLOGY 


As a rule, field trips were made to investi^te UFO reports only 
if they were less than a year old. The Report states that nearly all 
UFO sighting are of short duration, seldom last an hour and usually 
for a few minutes. Thus most investigations oonsisted of interviews 
with persons who made reports. Three teams, usually consisting of two 
persons each (a physical scientist and a psychologist, were employed 
in field investigations where telephonic communication with UFO-sighting 
individuals gave hope of gaining added information. The aim was to 
get a team to the site as quickly as possible after a reported sighting. 

(It was found that nearly all cases could be classified in such categories 
as pranks, hoaxes, naive interpretations, and various types of misinterpretations 
A few events, which did not fit these categories, are left unexplained.) 


Materials and conditions amenable to laboratory approaches were, 
investigated — e.g., alleged UFO parts by chemical analysis, automobile 
ignition failure by simulation studies, and UFO photography by photogrammetrir 
analyses. (Of 35 photographic cases investigated, nine are said to 
give evidence of probable fabrication, seven are classified as natural 
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or man-made phenomena, twelve provided insufficient data for analysis, 
and seven were considered to be possible fabrications; none proved to 
be "real objects with high strangeness.") 

Technically trained personnel were utilized by the University. 

The University group included a sub-^oup on field investigations of 
UFO reports; their narration and interpretations of cases are reasonable 
and adequate. Leading groups were engaged under contract for specialized 
work — e.g., Stanford Research Institute on radar anomalies and a subsidiary 
of the Raytheon Corporation for photogrammetric analyses. Divergent 
views of those few scientists who have looked into UFOs were taken into 
account. The history of the subject was also surveyed, including the 
experiences in some other nations. Finally, extensive use was made 
of many specialists in various public and private laboratories. 

The Report makes clear that with the best means at our disposal, positive 
correlation of all UFO reports with identifiable, known phenomena is 
not possible. No study, past, current or future, can provide the basis 
for stating categorically that a familiar phenomenon will necessarily 
be linkable to every sighting. The Report is free of dogmatism 
on this matter. It is also clear, as one goes through the 
descriptions of UFO sightings, whether in the Report or in other literature, 
that while some incidents have no positive identification with familiar 
phenomena, they also have no positive identification with extraterrestrial 
visitors or artifacts. 

We think the methodology and approach were well chosen, In accordance 
with accepted standards of scientific investigation . 

III. FINDINGS 

The study concludes (a) that about 90 percent of all UFO reports 
prove to be quite plausibly related to ordinary phenomena, (b) that 
little if anything has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years 
that has added to scientific knowledge, and (c) that further extensive 
study of' UFO sightings is not justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced thereby. At the same time it is emphasized in the 
Report that (c) is an opinion based on evidence now available. 

The Report's findings and evaluations — essentially eight in number, 
presented in Its first section — are concerned with official secrecy 
on UFOs, UFOs as a possible defense hazard, the future governmental 
handling of UFO-sighting reports, and five of them relate to the question 
of what if any further investigation of UFOs appear warranted in the 
light of the study. We paraphrase and simnnarize these findings and 
evaluations below, appending our comments. 

1. On secrecy. Is the subject "shrouded in official secrecy"? 

The study found no basis for this contention. 

We accept this finding of the study . 
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2. On defense, (a) Is there evidence that UFO sightings may represent 
a defense hazard? No such evidence came to light in the study. This, 
however, was not an objective of the study and was properly construed 

as a Department of Defense matter, (b) The Report states: "The history 

of the past 21 years has repeatedly led Air Force officers to the conclusion 
that none of the things seen, or thought to have been seen, which pass 
by the name of UFO reports, constituted any hazard or threat to national 
security." 

We concur with the position described in (a). As to (b), we found 
no evidence in the Report or other literature to contradict the quoted^ 
statement . 

3. On future UFO sightings. "The question remains as to what, 
if anything, the federal government should do about the UFO reports 
it receives from the general public?" The Report found no basis for 
activity related to such sighting reports "in the expectation that they 
are going to contribute to the advance of science," but the Department of 
Defense should handle these in its normal surveillance operations with- 
out need for such special units as Project Blue Book. 

We concur in this recommendation . 

4-8. On further investigation. (4) should the federal government 
"set up a major new agency, as some have suggested for the scientific 
study of UFOs"? The study found no basis for recommendation of this 
kind. (5) Would further extensive study of UFO sightings contribute 
to science? "Our general conclusion is that nothing has come from the 
study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has added to scientific know- 
ledge . The Report then notes that specific research topics may warrant 
consideration: (6) "There are important areas of atmospheric optics, 

including radio wave propagation, and of atmospheric electricity in 
which present knowledge is quite incomplete. These topics come to our 
attention in connection with the interpretation of some UFO reports, 
but they are also of fundamental scientific interest, and they are relevant 
to practical problems related to the improvement of safety of military 
and civilian flying. Research efforts are being carried out in these 
areas by the Department of Defense, the Environmental Science Services 
Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
by universities and nonprofit research organizations such as the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research, whose work is sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation." 

The Report also observes (?) that UFO reports and beliefs are also 
of interest to "the social scientist and the conmuni cat ions specialist." 

In these areas particularly — i.e., (6) and (7) — the study suggests 
(8) that "scientists with adequate training. and credentials who do come 
up with a clearly defined, specific proposal" should be supported, implying 
that normal competitive procedures and assessments of proposals should 
be followed here as is customary. 
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We concur with these evaluations and recommendations. 


IV. PANEL CONCLUSION 

The range of topics In the Report is extensive and its various 
chapters, dealing with many aspects of the subject, should prove of 
value scholars in many fields. Its analyses and findings are pertinent 
and useful in any future assessment of activity in this field. We 
concur in the recommendation suggesting that no high priority in UFO 
investigations is warranted by data of the past two decades. 

We are unanimous in the opinion that this has been a very credi- 
table effort to apply objectively the relevant techniques of science 
to the solution of the UFO problem. The Report recognizes that there 
remain UFO sightings that are not easily explained. The Report does 
suggest, however, so many reasonable and possible directions in which 
an explanation may eventually be found, that there seems to be no reason 
to attribute them to an extraterrestrial source without evidence that 
is much more convincing. The Report also shows how difficult it is 
to apply scientific methods to the occasional transient sightings with 
any chance of success. While further study of particular aspects of 
the topic (e.g. f atmospheric phenomena) may be useful, a study of UFOs 
in general is not a promising way to expand scientific understanding 
of the phenomena. On the basis of present knowledge the least likely 
explanation of UFOs is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations 
by intelligent beings. 

—Gerald M. Clemence, chairman; H. R. Crane, David M.. Dennison, Wallace 
0. Fenn, H. Keffer Hartline, E. R. Hilgard, Mark Kec, Francis W. Reschelderier , 
William W. Rubey, C. D. Shane, Oswald G. Villar, Jr. 

Attachments : 

—List of Panel Members 
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UFO FACT SHEET 


The Air Force investigation of UFO’s began in 1948 and was known 
as Project Sign. Later the name was changed to Project Grudge, and 
in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 and 1969 we investi- 
gated 12,618 reported sightings. 

The following is a statistical listing of reported UFO sightings 
during the Air Force investigation: 

TOTAL UFO SIGHTINGS, 1947 - 1969 


YEAR 

TOTAL SIGHTINGS 

UNIDENTIFIED 

1947 

122 

12 

1948 

156 

7 

1949 

. 186 

22 

1950 

210 

27 

1951 

169 

22 

1952 

1,501 

303 

1953 

509 

42 

1954 

487 

46 

1955 

545 

24 

1956 

670 

14 

1957 

1,006 

14 

1958 

627 

10 

1959 

390 

12 

I960 

557 

14 

1961 

591 

13 

1962 

474 

15 

1963 

399 

14 

1964 

562 

19 

1965 

887 

16 

1966 

1,112 

32 

1967 

937 

19 

1968 

375 

3 

1969 

146 

1 

TOTAL 

12,618 

701 


Of these total sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused 
by material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), immaterial 
objects (such as lightning, reflections and other natural phenomena), 
astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, the sun and the moon), 
weather conditions and hoaxes. As indicated only 701 reported sightings 
remain unexplained. 
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On December 17, 1969 the Secretary of the Air Force announced the 
termination of Project Blue Book. 

■The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an 
evaluation of a report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 
"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the Univer- 
sity of Colorado's report by the National Academy of Sciences; past 
UFO studies; and Air Force experience investigating UFO reports for 
two decades. 

As a result of these investigations and studies, and experience 
gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions of 
Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, investigated, and evalu- 

ated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our 
national security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or dis- 
covered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 
represent technological developments or principles beyond the range 
of present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are extrater- 
restrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation 
establishing and controlling the program for investigating and analyzing 
UFOs was rescinded. All documentation regarding the former Blue Book 
investigation was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, 
National Archives and Records Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public review and analysis. 

In 1977, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming UFO investi- 
gations. After studying all the fact3 available, they decided that 
nothing would be gained by further investigation. The Air Force agrees 
with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is found justifying 
further investigation, an appropriate agency will be directed to under- 
take the effort. 

There are a number of universities and professional scientific 
organizations such as the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, which have considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings 
and seminars. In addition, a list of private organizations interested 
in aerial phenomena may be found in Gale's Encyclopedia of Associations 
(Edition 8, Vol I, pp. 432-3). Such timely review of the situation 
by private groups insures that sound evidence will not be overlooked 
by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two documents are available from 
the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Springfield, VA 22151: 


2 
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Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects . Study conducted 
by the University of Colorado under contract F44620-76-C-0035. Three 
volumes, 1,465 p. 68 plates. Photoduplicated hard copies of the official 
report may be ordered for $6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 
680; 975, AD 680:976, and AD 680:977. 

Review of University of Colorado Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel of the National Academy 
of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. Photoduplicated 
hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541. 


3 
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TOTAL UFO (OBJECT) SIGHTINGS 


(Complied 17 Jan 66) 


TOTAL 


YEAR 

SIGHTINGS 

UNIDENTIFIED 

SOURCE 

1947 

122 

12 

Case Files 

1948 

156 

7 

Case Files 

1949 

186 

22 

Blue Book, page 108 

1950 

210 

27 

Case Files 

1951 

169 

22 

Case Files 

1952 

1,501 

303 

Blue Book, page 108 

1953 

509 

42 

Case Files 

1954 

487 

46 

Case Files 

1955 

545 

24 

Case Files 

1956 

670 

14 

Case Flies 

1957 

1,006 

14 

Case Files 

1958 

627 

10 

Case Flies 

1959 

390 

12 

Case Files 

1960 

557 

14 

Case Files 

1961 

591 

13 

Case Files 

1962 

474 

15 

Case Files 

1963 

399 

14 

Case Flies 

1964 

562 

19 

Case Files 

1965 

886 

10,147 

16 

646 

Case Files . 


STATOTTCAL DATA FDR TEARS 1953- IBM 


TOTAL CASES BT CATE OORT 



1933 

1954 

1033 

1039 

1037 

Astronomical 

175 

137 

133 

232 

341 

Aircraft 

73 

10 

124 

146 

219 

Balloon 

79 

63 

102 

03 

114 

Insufficient Data 

79 

103 

03 

132 

191 

Other 

63 

31 

93 

91 

120 

Satellite 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Unidentified 

42 

49 

24 

14 

14 

TOTAL 

50? 

45? 

52 

870 

foo5 


(Compiled 1 Not 95 ) 


1031 

1030 

1060 

1091 

1092 

1963 

1994 

TOTAL 

231 

144 

233 

203 

139 

65 

133 

2197 

106 

93 

66 

77 

91 

73 

71 

1167 

39 

31 

22 

37 

19 

21 

20 

999 

111 

93 

103 

113 

94 

59 

99 

1249 

03 

73 

04 

77 

93 

59 

99 

919 

19 

0 

21 

60 

77 

92 

142 

417 

10 

12 

14 

13 

IS 

14 

19 

237 

95? 

355 

33? 

35T 

474 

355 

335 

351? 


ASTRONOMICAL SIGHTINGS 


Mtteori 

Stirs and Planets 
Other 

TOTAL 


70 

92 

79 

66 

179 

169 

too 

187 

ll* 

95 

57 

81 

1295 

101 

44 

S3 

131 

144 

39 

40 

45 

78 

36 

23 

53 

905 

4 

1 

4 

3 

ia 

7 

4 

3 

9 

5 

5 

7 

97 

t n 

13? 

T33 

32 

“3TT 

331 

TU 

133 

153 

135 

"15 

12 

315? 


OTHER CASES 


Hoaxes, Hallucinations, 

Unreliable Reporr and 

Psychological Causes 

Missiles and Pockets 

Reflections 

Flares and Flrewcr''* 

Mirages and trrerstons 

Search and Croundllkhts 

Clouds and Contrails 

Chaff 

Birds 

Radar Analysis 
Photo Analysis 
Phrsleal Soeclmens 
Satellite Decay 
Other 

TOTAL 


IS 

9 

18 

16 

37 

29 

14 

13 

17 

11 

19 

34 

2 

1 

1 

3 


6 

14 

12 

13 

9 

13 


4 

6 

4 

3 


7 

11 

9 

3 

3 

0 


1 

4 

6 

6 

6 

3 

3 

7 

4 

3 

3 


3 

2 

4 

1 


2 

4 

3 

8 

3 



9 

6 

14 

9 

12 

a 

9 

8 

1 

3 

2 


6 

3 

2 

1 

9 

3 

3 

4 

3 

4 

5 


0 

2 

0 

1 

2 

8 

1 

4 

3 

S 

2 


4 

7 

2 

6 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

2 



13 

7 

1 

S 

27 

3 

1 

8 

9 

0 

1 


1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

7 

4 

6 

3 

2 

3 


1 

6 

3 

3 

3 

10 

3 

7 

4 

15 

3 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

9 

3 

3 

4 


1 

7 

4 

0 

9 

3 

3 

3 

4 

2 

4 


"62 

*35 

”55 

“5T 

"T5o 

"53 

73 

"54 

77 

”55 

“35 

"55 


239 

93 

54 

59 

37 

11 

47 

27 

34 

97 

40 

70 

33 

49 


tit 



STATISTICS FOR 1985 


ASTRONOMICAL 

AIRCRAFT 

BALLOON 

INSUFFICIENT DATA 
OTHER 
SATELLITE 
UNIDENTIFIED 
PENDING 
TOTAL 

ASTRONOMICAL CASES 


Meteors 

Stars and Planets 
Other 

TOTAL 


JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APB 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

10 

6 

11 

4 

2 

10 

27 

11 

6 

14 

11 

14 

7 

32 

3 

2 

1 

3 

0 

3 

7 

s 

4 

2 

4 

4 

2 

16 

u 

8 

7 

8 

3 

6 

0 

4 

3 

3 

3 

15 

3 

42 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Q 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

43 

35 

43 

38 

41 

33 

135 


JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

6 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

14 

3 

1 

3 

2 

0 

5 

10 

la 

10 

lb 

8 

0 

11 

0 

4 

0 
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13 
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5 
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2 

7 
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2 

36 

24 
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5 
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1 

65 

42 
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11 

3 
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41 

24 

3 

0 

3 
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4 

4 

0 

1 

0 

16 

2 

2 

6 

4 

2 

17 
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104 

' 70 

55 

28 
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SEP 
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NOV 
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TOTAL 

26 

13 

6 

9 

5 

101 

53 

16 

20 

13 

7 

135 

le 

la 

If 

0 
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9 

82 

TO 

27 

22 

12 

243 


, 31 , -tolar Image (b) Moon (c) Sun (d) Reflected Moonlight, Parhelia, Moon (e) Reflected Moonlight (f) Comet Ikeya-Seki 


OTHER CATEGORY 


JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL 


SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 


Hoaxes. Hallucinations, 

Unreliable Reports and 

Psychological Causes 

Missiles and Rockets 

Reflections 

Flares and Fireworks 

Mi rare* and Inversions 

Search and Ground Lights 

Clouds and Contrails 

Chaff 

Birds 

Phvsical Specimens 
Radar Analysis 
photo Analysis 
Satellite Decay 
Miscellaneous 
TOTAL 


2 

lc 


l 

2bf 


If 

U 

1 

lb 


Zkj 

0 


12 

3 

2 

1 


2 

4sbbb 

42 


1 

lh 


(a) Tracer Bullets (b) Misinterpretation of Conventional Objects (c) Meal Ball (d) Developer Smear (e> Anomalous Propagation 
(0 Rites (*) Electronic Counter Measures (h) Debris in Wind (j) No Image on Film (k) Poor Photo Process (1) Free Falling Object 
tmt False Targets (n) Weather Returns (p) Emulsion Flaws (r) Plastic Bags (s) Man on Ground (t) Lightning (u) Chemical Trails 
from Research Rocket <v) Missile Launch Activity (w) Gourd 
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FIREBALL REPORT 


Persona observing a fireball or meteor should report the information to 
the American Meteor Society. The information desired is contained below. 


A very brilliant meteor or fireball is re- 
ported to have passed in your vicinity on ... . 

at the hour of Will you please answer 

as fully as possible the following questions, 
which are asked on behalf of the American Me- 
teor Society in order that permanent records of 
such phenomena may be obtained. When these 
reports are published each contributor whose 
report is fairly complete will be mentioned, if 


possible, and due credit given. It is only by the 
help of those who can give personal information 
that data can be secured for the computation of 
the orbits of meteors. These data are of great 
scientific value and all reasonable efforts should 
be made to obtain them. You will be unable prob- 
ably to answer all questions below, but answer 
those you can, as they may be of the greatest 
importance. 
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S«c1Jqn 4 -SCIENTIFIC, ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL ORGANIZATIONS 


* 4649 * 

AMALGAMATED FLYING SAUCER CLUBS OF AMERICA (niMKMil (AFSCA) 

P.0 8a* 84 Phone: (213) 885-0438 

Northndge. CA 91 324 Gabriel Green. Pres. 

Feafoi: 1959. M««ien: 5000. leeM Gnats: HO. "World-wide research 
organization with members m all 50 states and in 23 toreion countries to inform 
the general public about the reality ot (lying saucers (extraterrestrial spacecraft 
piloted by advanced men ana women from other otanets ana star systems) and 
ot their plan lor imparting tneir advanced knowiedoe to tne people of the Earth 
in order to resolve present world problems. " AFSCA serves as a source of 
"comactee-oriented” Hying saucer information. including books, prtotograohe, 
comactee reports, and space taoes ("tape recorded messages from space 
people ). Local units hold ouPlic meetings to promat knowledge ol the sajcar 
subject and serve as sovces tor mlormatton and literature in their areas, 
hi feci am: fiymg Saucers international, quarterly. 

*4646* 

INTERNATIONAL FORTEAN ORGANIZATION lAamul (INFO) 

P.0. Boa 367 Phone: (703) 920-7120 

Arlington. VA 22210 Paul J. Willis. Dir. 

Fimtol: 1965. Members: 1500. Scientists. scholars, and laymen concerned with 
new and unusual scientific discoveries, prulosopmc problems pertaining to the 
criteria ot scientific validity, and theories ol knowieoge. Maintains Horary of 
5000 volumes in the physical, biological, and psychological sciences. Named 
after Charles Hoy Fort (1874-1932). an American journalist wno was interested 
in researching and documenting unusual and unexplained natural phenomena. 
Psttioiieu: (1) Fortean Times, bimonthly; (2) The info Journal, bimonthly; (3) 
Occasional Papers. Sepenetfa: fortean Society. Cacmoae/ Miiuaf: annual. 

*4647* 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON AERIAL fHEMOMOM (NICAP) 

"'35 University Btvd. W.. Suite 23 Phone: (301) 949-1 267 

nsmgion. MO 20795 John L. Acuft, Pres, 

romdie: 1956. Members: 4000. Sttfl: 5. Persons interested in aerial phenomena, 
particularly unidentified flying objects (UFOs); panel of idvisvs includes 
scientists, engineers, aviation experts, clergymen, retired military officers, and 
professors. To gainer, analyze, evaluate, and disseminate reliable information 
on aerial phenomena. Promotes scientific investigation. Field investigations 
earned out by technically oriented subcommittees (35 US.). Provides 
biOiiograonic and source materials to students, exchange data to scientific 
societies and individual soemists, and semnecnmcai reports to scientists. 
Congress, and the press. Maintains large library on aerial phenomena aviation, 
astronomy, and collection ot magazine amaes. newspaper clippings, letters, 
and otner documents. Sponsors a lecture program and an exhibit, involved with 
a computer study. Protect ACCESS. Fibbotieea: The U.F.O. investigator, 
monthly; also publishes uFO Evidence; UFO Wave of 1947; Strange Effects from 
UFOs. Board of governors meets quarter fy. 

*4641* 

SAUCER AND UNEXPLAINED CELESTIAL EVENTS RESEARCH SOCIETY 
(PiwaoeiRi) (SAUCERS) 

P.O.Box 2226 Phone:(304)269-2719 

Clarksburg, WV 26301 Gray Barker. Exec. Officer 

Feeaded: 1954. Meabers: 6000. SUI: 3 Persons interested in UFO's (unidentified 
Dying objects, poouariy called hying saucers). Sponsors monthly lectures m 
New York City and speeches to colleges and otner institutions throughout the 
United States. Conducts research. Maintains library of several thousand UFO 
books and penodicatt. Nlkcm— : Newsletter, irregular. Takes part m annual 
convention known as the Congress of Scientific Ufologists. Cunitm/ Metu^: 
annual. 


*4646* 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION CENTER FOR SHORT LIVED NQIOMEU 
185 Aiewife Brook Pky. Phone: (617) 868-4753 

Camoridge. MA 02138 RoOen Citron. Oir. 

Foaeed: 1968. Funded by Smithsonian Institution. Serves as a clearing house 
lor receipt and dissemination ot information concerning rare or infrequent 
natural events wiucn might go unobserved or umnvestigated. such as remote 
tame eruptions, birth of new islands, fall of meteorites and large fireballs. 
. sudden cnanges m biological and ecological systems. Observers all over 
tne world including news media, private citizens, individual scientists, and 
scientific observatories report on any such snort-lived events. Rapid team 
mobilization will enaoie research teams, with instruments and equipment, to gel 
into event areas m as snort a time as possible to collect data mat might 
otherwise be lost to science. PsMiatiaet: (1) Event information Reports, daily; 
(2) Event Notification Reports, daily: (3) Annual Report; (4) Event Reports, 
irregular. 


•4650* 

SOCIETY FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THE UNEXPLAINED (nmaw) (SITU) 
R.O. One Phone: (201) 496-4366 

Columbia. NJ 07832 AJbena Zwerver. Exec. Sec 

Fea«i4:. !96S. Mwtan: 1250. An organization "for the acquisition, 
investigation and dissemination ot information on reports of all tangible items m 
me Melds ot chemistry, astronomy, geology. Otology and anthropology, that are 
not readily explained." Encourages held work and on-the-spot investigation try 
offering advice, helping to raise tunas and arranging contacts for memoers who 
are planning held trips and expeditions. Field work and research art reviewed 
try a panel of twenty soemists. Oisstminates information on findings through 
ns quarterly rournai. papers and reports. Current investigations conducted by 
Society memoers include such areas as anoern Egyptian television, ringing 
rocks, entombed toads and poltergeist mam testations. The Society maintains 
information tiles of original material, a mao collection and a specialized library. 
CemstMt: Activities; Library. Fsblicstius: (1) Pursuit quarterly; (2) ArtnuM 
Report: also publishes occasional papers and special reports. 

* 4651 * 

UFO INFORMATION RETRIEVAL CENTER (PIbmm) (UF01RC) 

P.0. Box 57 Phonr (301) 435-0705 

Riderwood, MO 21139 Thomas M. Olsen. Pm. 

Fo«fo4: 1966. To collect, analyze, publish and disseminata information on 
re oorts of unidentified flying objects, ftaicataw: Reference for Outstanding 
UFO Sighting Reports, eragui*. 

*4644* 

AERIAL PKHOKM RESEARCH ORGANIZATION (AFRO) 

3910 E. Klein a a* Rd. Phonr (602)793-1825 

Tucson, A2 85712 Coral E. Lortnztn. Sec. -Trees. 

Femfct: 1952. Marian: 3000. SUB: 5. To conduct utvesttgabons and research 
into the phenomenon of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) and to find a 
scientifically acceptable solution to this phenomenon. Has special 
representatives in over 50 countries. Uses servtas of over thirty staff 
consultants m fields ranging from biochemistry to astronomy. Maintains 
COMCAT. computer catalog ot all available UFO reports. PaMkataa: Bulletin, 
monthly. 
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PROJECT BLUE BOOK 


The United States Air Force has the responsibility under the Department of Defense for the 
investigation of unid entified flying objects (UFOs). The name of this program, which has been in 
operation since 1948, is Project Blue Book. It has been identified in the past as Project Sign and 
Project Grudge. 

Air Force interest in unidentified flying objects is related directly to the Air Force responsi- 
bility for the air defense of the United States. Procedures for conducting this program are estab- 
lished by Air Force Regulation 200-2. 

The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: first, to determine whether UFOs pose a 
threat to the security of the United States; and, second, to determine whether UFOs exhibit any 
unique scientific information or advanced technology which could contribute to scientific or technical 
research. In the course of accomplishing these objectives, Project Blue Book strives to identify 
and explain all UFO sightings reported to the Air Force. 


HOW THE PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED 

The program is conducted in three phases. The first phase includes receipt of UFO reports 
and initial investigation of the reports. The Air Force base nearest the location of a reported sight- 
ing is charged with the responsibility of investigating the sighting and forwarding the information to 
the Project Blue Book Office at Wright- Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. 

If the initial investigation does not reveal a positive identification or explanation, a second 
phase of more intensive analysis is conducted by the Project Blue Book Office. Each case is objec- 
tively and scientifically analyzed, and, if necessary, all of the scientific facilities available to the 
Air Force can be used to assist in arriving at an identification or explanation. All personnel asso- 
ciated with the investigation, analysis, and evaluation efforts of the project view each report with 
a scientific approach and an open mind. 

The third phase of the program is dissemination of information concerning UFO sightings, 
evaluations, and statistics. This is accomplished by the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of In- 
formation. 

The Air Force defines an unidentified flying object as any aerial object which the observer is 
unable to identify. 

Reports of unfamiliar objects in the sky are submitted to the Air Force from many sources. 
These sources include military and civilian pilots, weather observers, amateur astronomers, 
business and professional men and women, and housewives, etc. 

Frequently such objects as missiles, balloons, birds, kites, searchlights, aircraft navigation 
and anticollision beacons, jet engine exhaust, condensation trails, astronomical bodies and meteor- 
ological phenomena are mistakenly reported as unidentified flying objects. 

The Air Force groups its evaluations of UFO reports under three general headings: (1) identified, 
(2) insufficient data, and (3) unidentified. 
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Identified reports are those for which sufficient specific information has been accumulated and 
evaluated to permit a positive identification or explanation of the object. 

Reports categorized as Insufficient Data are those for which one or more elements of informa- 
tion essential for evaluation are missing. Some examples are the omission of the duration of the 
sighting, date, time, location, position in the sky, weather conditions, and the manner of appearance 
or disappearance. If an element is missing and there is an indication that the sighting may be of a 
security, scientific, technical, or public interest value, the Project Blue Book Office conducts an 
additional investigation and every attempt is made to obtain the information necessary for identifi- 
cation. However, in some instances, essential information cannot be obtained, and no further action 
can be taken. 

The third and by far the smallest group of evaluations is categorized as Unidentified. A sight- 
ing is considered unidentified when a report apparently contains all pertinent data necessary to 
suggest a valid hypothesis concerning the cause or explanation of the report but the description of 
the object or its motion cannot be correlated with any known object or phenomena. 


TYPES OF UFO IDENTIFICATIONS AND EVALUATIONS 

There are various types of UFO sightings. Most common are reports of astronomical sightings, 
which include bright stars, planets, comets, fireballs, meteors, auroral streamers, and other celes- 
tial bodies. When observed through haze, light fog, moving clouds, or other obscurations or unusual 
conditions, the planets, including Venus, Jupiter, and Mars have been reported as unidentified flying 
objects. Stellar mirages are also a source of reports. 

Satellites are another major source of UFO reports. An increase in satellites reported as UFOs 
has come about because of two factors. The first is the increase of interest on the part of the public; 
the second is the increasing number of satellites in the skies. Positive knowledge of the location of all 
satellites at all times enables rapid identification of satellite sightings. Keeping track of man-made 
objects in orbit about the earth is the responsibility of the North American Air Defense Command 
Space Detection and Tracking System. This sophisticated electronic system gathers complex space 
traffic data instantly from tracking stations all over the world. 

Other space surveillance activities include the use of ballistic tracking and Urge telescopic cam- 
eras. ECHO schedules are prepared by the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center at Greenbelt, Maryland, 
and schedules of the South/North equator crossings are prepared by the Smithsonian Institution at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. From the data produced by these agencies, satellites mistakenly reported 
as UFOs can be quickly identified. Some of these are visible to the naked eye. 

Aircraft account for another major source of UFO reports, particuUrly during adverse weather 
conditions. When observed at high altitudes and at some distance, aircraft can have appearances rang- 
ing from disc to rocket shapes due to the reflection of the sun on their bright surfaces. Vapor or con- 
densation trails from jet aircraft will sometimes appear to glow fiery red or orange when reflecting 
sunlight. Afterburners from jet aircraft are often reported as UFOs since they can be seen from great 
distances when the aircraft cannot be seen. 

The Project Blue Book Office has direct contact with all elements of the Air Force and the Fed- 
eral Aviation Agency civil air control centers. All aerial refueling operations and special training 
flights can be checked immediately. Air traffic of commercial airlines and flights of military aircraft 
are checked with the nearest control center, enabling an immediate evaluation of aircraft mistakenly 
reported as UFOs. However, since many local flights are not carried, these flights are probable causes 
of some reports. 
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Balloons continue to be reported as UFDs. Several thousand balloons are released each day from 
mili tary and civilian airports, weather stations, and research activities. There are several types of 
balloons - weather balloons, rawinsondes, radiosondes, and the large research balloons which have 
diameters up to 300 feet. At night, balloons carry running lights which cause an unusual appearance 
when observed. Reflection of the sun on balloons at dawn and sunset sometimes produce strange ef- 
fects. This usually occurs when theballoon, because of its altitudes, is exposed to the sun. Large bal- 
loons can move at speeds of over 100 miles per hour when moving in high altitude jet windstr earns. 
These balloons sometimes appear to be flattened on top. At other times, they appear to be saucer- 
shaped and to have li ghts mounted Inside the bag Itself due to the sun’s rays reflecting through the 
material of the balloon. The Balloon Control Center at Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico, main- 
tains a plot on all Military Upper Air Research Balloons. 

Another category of UFO evaluations labeled Other includes missiles, reflections, mirages, 
searchlights, birds, kites, spurious radar indications, hoaxes, fireworks, and flares. 

Aircraft, satellites, balloons, and the like should NOT be reported since they do not fall within 
the definition of an unidentified flying object. 


t 
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CONCLUSIONS 


To date, the firm conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no unidentified flying object reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our national 
security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings 
categorized as unidentified represent technological developments or principles beyond the range of 
present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence indicating that sightings categor- 
ized as unidentified are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

The Air Force will continue to investigate all reports of unusual aerial phenomena over the United 
States. The services of qualified scientists and technicians will continue to be used to investigate and 
analyze these reports, and periodic reports on the subject will be made. 

The former Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, Mr. Carl Vinson, recently com- 
mented on the conduct of the UFO program by the Air Force and stated that Congressional hearings 
on this subject are unnecessary. 

The Air Force does not deny the possibility that some form of life may exist on other planets in 
the universe. However, to date, the Air Force has neither received nor discovered any evidence which 
proves the existence and intra-space mobility of extraterrestrial life. The Air Force continues to ex- 
tend an open invitation to anyone who feels that he possesses any evidence of extraterrestrial vehicles 
operating within the earth’s near space envelope to submit his evidence for analysis. Initial contact 
for this purpose is through the following address: 

PROJECT BLUE BOOK INFORMATION OFFICE 

SAFOI 

WASHINGTON, D C 20330 

Anyone observing what he considers to be an unidentified flying object should report it to the 
nearest Air Force Base. Persons submitting a UFO report to the Air Force are free to discuss any 
aspect of the report with anyone. The Air Force does not seek to limit discussion on such reports and 
does not withhold or censor any information pertaining to this unclassified program. 
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NON AVAILABILITY OF MATERIALS 


The following items are for internal use only and are not available for 
distribution to the public. These concern internal management and procedures 
for forwarding UFO reports to the appropriate agency: 

1. Air Force Regulation 200-2 

2. JANAP 146 

The Air Force has no films, photographs, maps, charts, or graphs of un- 
identified flying objects. Photographs that have been submitted for evaluation 
in conjunction with UFO reports have been determined to be a misinterpreta- 
tion of natur al or conventional objects,. These objects have a positive identifi- 
cation. 

The Air Force no longer possesses, and thus does not have for distribu- 
tion, outdated reports on Project Sign, Project Grudge, Blue Book Special 
Report No. 14, and outdated Project Blue Book press releases. Non- military 
UFO publications should be requested from the publisher, not the Air Force. 
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SUGGESTED READING MATERIAL 


Books listed below deal with facts and theories about our solar universe, the sun, planets, comets, 
meteorites, the universe, stars, constellations and galaxies; telescopes, the computation of time as 
it relates to astronomy, star maps and charts, and the history of astronomy. 

SKY & TELESCOPE , by Sky Publishing Corporation, Harvard College Observatory, Cambridge, Mass. 
02138. Monthly Magazine, 60 cents per copy. 

WEATHER ELEMENTS, by BLAIR, published Prentice Hall. Has an excellent chapter on often mis- 
identified weather phenomena. 

PLANETS, STARS, AND SPACE, by CHAMBERLAIN, JOSEPH M. & NICHOLSON, THOMAS D. An 
illustrated, non-tec hnical explanation of the earth, planets, stars, and the universe. Prepared in co- 
operation with the American Museum of Natural History. 

JUNIOR SCIENCE BOOK OF STARS , by CROSBY, PHOEBE. An easy-to-read, exciting story of what 
scientists know about the stars, planets, the moon, and the MILKY WAY. 

CHALLENGE OF THE UNIVERSE, by HYNEK, J. ALLEN & ANDERSON, NORMAN. Discusses the 
nature of the universe; astronomy and cosmology, published by Scholastic Press. 

THE STORY OF THE STARS, by MALONEY, TERRY. An introduction to the universe; our solar sys- 
tem, our galaxy, and other galaxies. Many interesting illustrated analogies help build concepts of size 
and distance. Includes references to the Van Allen radiation belts and zodiacal light observation of 
1960. 

THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS, by MENZEL & BOYD. A scientific examination of the classic 
UFO reports. 

THE MOON. METEORITES. AND COMETS, Dtd 1963 , by MIDP LEHURST L KUIPER. Continuous analy- 
sis of Soviet moon photos. Chapter on Siberian meteorite and photos or comets computation of vari- 
ous comet orbital photos. 

THE NATURE OF LIGHT AND COLOR IN THE OPEN AIR, by MINNAERT, Dover Publications. This 
is an excellent paperback written in understandable lay language. 

METEORS, by OLIVIER. Standard text by foremost authority on meteors. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF MARS , 1905-1961, by SLIPHER, E. C., published by Lowell Observa- 
tory. 

ANATOMY OF A PHENOMENON, by VALLE, JACQUES. 

FIRST MAN TO THE MOON, by VON BRAUN, WERNHER. 
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Fact Sheet 


United Slates Air Force 

Secretary ot me Air Force. Office of Public Affairs. Washinoton. D.C. 20330 


information QF PFQs 


Thank you for your request for information on the Air Force's 
investigation of unidentified flying objects, or UFO’s* 

The Air Force investigation of UFO's began in 1948 and was 
known as Project Sign. Later the name was changed to Project 
Grudge, and in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 
and 1969 we investigated 12,618 reported sightings. 

Of these sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused by 
material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), 
immaterial objects (such as lightning, reflections, and other 
natural phenomena) , astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, 
the sun, and the moon) , weather conditions, and hoaxes. As 
indicated, only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained. 

On December 17, 1969, the Secretary of the Air Force 
announced the termination of Project Blue Book. The decision to 
discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a 
report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 

"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects?" a review of the 
University of Colorado's report by the National Academy of 
Sciences; past UFO studies; and the Air Force's two decades of 
experience investigating UFO reports. 

As a result of these investigations, studies, and experience, 
the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 
indication of threat to our national security? (2) there has been 
no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that 
sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent technological 
developments or principles beyond the range of present day 
scientific knowledge? and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are 
extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and controlling the program for 
investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded . All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation was permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and 
Record Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington DC 20408, 
and is available for public review and analysis. 



in 1977 , President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming 
UFO investigations. After studying all the facts available, NASA 
decided that nothing would be gained by further investigation. The 
Air Force agrees with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is 
found justifying further investigation, an appropriate agency will be 
directed to undertake the effort. 


UFO 

SIGHTINGS 

BY YEAR 

YEAR 

TOTAL UNIDENTIFIED 

1947 

112 

12 

1948 

156 

7 

1949 

186 

22 

1950 

210 

27 

1951 

169 

22 

1952 

1501 

303 

1953 

509 

42 

1954 

487 

46 

1955 

545 

24 

1956 

670 

14 

1957 

1006 

14 

1958 

627 

10 

1959 

390 

12 

1960 

557 

14 

1961 

591 

13 

1962 

474 

15 

1963 

399 

14 

1964 

562 

19 

1965 

887 

16 

1966 

1112 

32 

1967 

937 

19 

1968 

375 

3 

1969 

146 

1 

TOTAL 

: 12,618 

701 


There are a number of universities and 
professional scientific organizations such 
as the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, which have 
considered UFO phenomena during periodic 
meetings and seminars. In addition, a list 
of private organizations interested in 
aerial phenomena may be found in Gale's 
Encyclopedia of Associations. Such timely 
review of the situation by private groups 
insures that sound evidence will not be 
overlooked by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two 
documents are available from the National 
Technical Information Service, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 5285 Port Royal 
Road, Springfield, VA 22161. 
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Unidentified Flying Objects 


History 

The Air Force began investigating UFOs in 1 948 under 
a program called Project Sign. Later the program’s name 
was changed to Project Grudge, and in 1953 it became 
known as Project Blue Book. On Dec. 17, 1969, the 
secretary of the Air Force announced the termination 
of Project Blue Book. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was 
based on a number of factors, including reports and studies 
by the University of Colorado and the National Academy 
of Sciences, as well as past UFO studies and the Air Force s 
two decades of experience investigat i ng UFO reports. 

As a result of these investigations, studies, and 
irience, the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: 

No UFO reported, investigated and evaluated by 
the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat 
to our national security. 

• There has been no evidence submitted to or 
discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized 
as “unidentified" represent technological developments 
or principles beyond the range of present-day scientific 
knowledge. 


• There has been no evidence indicating that 
sightings categorized as “unidentified” are 
extraterrestrial vehicles. 

Between 1948 and 1969 the Air Force investigated 
12,618 reported UFO sightings. Of these, 11,917 were 
found to have been caused by material objects such 
as balloons, satellites, and aircraft: immaterial objects 
such as lightning, reflections, and other natural 
phenomena* astronomical objects such as stars, planets, 
the sun, and the moon; weather conditions; and hoaxes. 
Only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained. 

More Information Available 

All documentation regarding the former Blue Book 
investigation was permanently transferred to the Modem 
Military Reference Branch, National Archives and 
Records Administration, 8th and Pennsylvania Ave„ 
Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public 
review. A list of private organizations interested in aerial 
phenomena can be found in Gale's Encyclopedia of 
Associations, available in the reference section of most 
libraries. 
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AIR FORCE TO TERMINATE 
PROJECT ’’BLUE BOOK” 


Secretary of the Air Force Robert C. Seamans, Jr., announced 
today the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force program 
for the investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFOs). 

In a memorandum to Air Force Chief of Staff General John D. Ryan, 
Secretary Seamans stated that "the continuation of Project Blue Book 
cannot be justified either on the ground of national security or in 
the interest of science," and concluded that the project does not merit 
future expenditures of resources. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on: 

- An evaluation of a report prepared by the University of 
„ jrado entitled, "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects. 

- A review of the University of Colorado’s report by the 

National Academy of Sciences. fj 



- Past UFO studies. 


- Air Force experience investigating UFO reports during the past 
two decades . 


Under the direction of Dr, Edward U. Condon, the University of 
Colorado completed an 18-month contracted study of UFOs and its report 
was released to the public in January, 1969. The report concluded that 
little if anything has come from the study of UFOs in the. past 21 years 
that has added to scientific knowledge, and that further extensive 
study of UFO sightings is not Justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced. 


T-h"e- University of Colorado report also states that, "It seems that 
only so much attention to the subject (UFOs) should be give as the 
Department of Defense deems to be necessary strictly from a defense point 
of view.... It is our impression that the defense function could be 
performed within the framework established for intelligence and sur- 
•veillance operations without the continuance of a special unit such as 

ect Blue Book, but this is a question for defense specialists rather 
a research scientists." 


A panel of the National Academy 
assessment of the scope, methodology, 


of Sciences made an independent 
and findings of the University of 
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Color ado study. The panel concurred in the University of Colorado’s 
recommendation that "no high priority in UFO investigations is 
warranted by data of the past two decades.” It concluded by stating 
that, "On the basis of present knowledge, the least likely explanation 
of UFOs is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations by intelligent 
beings." v 

Past UFO studies include one conducted by a Scientific Advisory 
Panel of UFOs in January, 1953 (Robertson Panel); and, a review of 
Project Blue Book by the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board Ad Hoc 
Committee, Februar y-Mar ch , 1966 (Dr. Brian O'Brien, Chairman). These 
studies concluded that no evidence has been found that any of the UFO 
reports reflect a threat to our national security. 

As a result of investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 
conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no UFO reported, investi- 

gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication 
of threat to our national security; (2) there has been no evidence 
submitted or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized 
"unidentified" represent technological developments or principles 
jnd the range of present-day scientific knowledge; and (3) there 
has been no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidenti- 
fied" are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

Project Blue Book records will be retired to the USAF Archives, 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. Requests for information will 
continue to be handled by the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of 
Information (SAFOI), Washington, D.C. 20330. 


END 



(1) Give your name and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the meteor? (If the town is small please give county as well.) 

(3) Give the date, hour and minute when the meteor appeared; also kind of time used. 

(4) In what direction did it appear (or in what direction was it first seen) ? This is not asking in what 

direction it was going j 

(5) In what direction did it disappear (or in what direction was it last seen)? For questions 4 and 5, 
simply N, E, S, or W is not accurate enough, unless these were the exact directions. If compass 
is used, state it; also if magnetic correction has been applied to compass reading. 

(6) At what height did it appear? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(7) At what height did it disappear? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(8) Did it pass directly overhead (i.e., through the zenith)? 

(9) If not, to which side of the zenith did it go, and how far from it? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(10) Did it appear to reach the horizon? What sort of a horizon have you? 

(11) What angle did the path of the meteor make with the horizon and in which direction was it then 

going? 

(12) If you are familiar with constellations describe the path of the meteor through the sky with 
reference to stars. 

(13) Did the meteor appear to explode? 

(14) What was the duration of its flight in seconds? 

(15) Describe the train if one was left. If it lasted long enough to show drift, most carefully tell in 
what direction train drifted. Give sketch, if possible, showing this with regard to horizon. 

(16) What was the duration of the train in seconds? 

(17) Did you hear any sound? How long after seeing the meteor was it before you heard this 

sound? 

Did you hear an actual explosion? How long after seeing the explosion was it before you heard it? 

(18) Of what color was the meteor? 

(19) What was the size of the meteor? (Compare it with the Moon or with a planet or star.) 

(20) Was more than one body seen before the explosion (if any)? 

(21) What was condition of sky at time? 

(22) Give names and addresses of others who saw the meteor. 

(23) Please mail this reply to 

Charles P. Oliver 
AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
521 N. Wynnewood Ave 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY "COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 


/ 

29 October 1975 
0605 EST t 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
Subject: AFB Penetration 


1. At 290200 EST AFOC informed NMCC that an unidentified 
helicopter, possibly two, had been sighted * flying low over 
Loring AFB Maine, in proximity to a weapons storage area. 

2 r An A rmy National Guard helo was called in to assist in 
locating the unidentified helo(s). 

3. NORAD was informed of i the incident by SAC, requested and 
recieved authority, from Canadian officials to proceed into 
Canadian airspace if necessary to locate the intruder. 

4. At 0404 SAC Command Center informed NHCC that the army helo 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helo(s) 

5. A similar incident was reported at Loring the evening of 
28 October 1975 - 



C. D. ROBERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, USMC 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 


Distribution : 



CJCS (5) 

CSA • . 

PA REP 

DJS (3) 

CNO ‘ 

WEST HEM DESK 

J-30 

CSAF 

NWSB 

J-31 

CMC 

NMCC BRIEFER 

J— 32 

CH, V7WMCCS OPS £ EVAL DIV 


J-32A 

DDO (NMCC) 


J— 33 

ADDO (NMCC) 


J-34 

CCOC (NMCC) 


J-35 j 

DIA REP FOR NMIC 


J-38 •' 

NSA REP 



CIA REP 



DDC UPDATE 


>_S Or 290600 ZSZ OC 


trrr? "ATI ON 


_ ?r i-c-QC relayed a report j 

j . »• _ - i *5 290200 Er>i i renter , po- 

ire ?*£* Ms’indicating that - Cfcnaei - ar terrii 

-v-o'^-'icopters, had penetre ted. ££***£ * c “ osiJTii ty to 2 wc-apensj 
;'_... rTie ho 1 iccoter land.*- D -i ■*■ - ^ intruding heiicoo^e- 

ops' to locate or icen 6 ^-successful. Sighting 

area ._ / Guara helicopter were i ^ I n s » C u-itv cuards 

,r. Ar^ataond helicopter (s) were d-crino the 

^f^V^Tncidtnt with a sincle hlf been cr anted by Canadian 
morning of 23 Oct ’ 5 ; ^“f£nto Canadian airspace if subseque 

authorities to give pui-i. - licopters . 

con tsc t 


» < j 


ron\ 



r* O 


*S OF 29x200 £ST OCT 75 


DOC UPDATE 


WEST HEM 


AFB PENETRATION 

(A At coorcr.imately 290100 EST Oct 75, one unidentified heli- 
copter was sighted 300 to 500 meters from the weapons storage 
area at Loring AF5, Maine. 1 The helicopter v;as at an altitude 
of 150 feet and penetrated Loring AFE. An attempt to co^usct 
and identify the intruding helicopter was made by an Army 
National Guard helo, and was unsuccessful. At 290300 EST the 
helicopter was sighted over the weapons storage area and the 
Armv National Guard helicopter again responded to make contac 
but* was unsuccesful. Loring has coordinated with the Maine 
State Police and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and plans 
pursue into Canada, if necessary, if there is a reoccurrence. 
(SOURCE: 42 BV? OP LORING AFB 291140Z OCT 75).) 




(£) At approximately 290100 ES T Oct 75, one uni cent if led nelicopt 
; a s sighted 300 to 5 00 meters from the weapons storage area at 
Coring ATE, Maine. The helicopter was at an altitude of 150 feet 
anc penetrated Lorinq APB. An attempt to contact and identify th 
intruding helicopter was made by an Army National Guard helo, and 
was unsuccessful". At 29 0300 EST the helicopter was sighted over 
the weapons storage area and the Army National Guard helicopter 
again responded to make contact but was unsuccessful. The CSAF 
(Ops Div) has requested that the Army NG helo be provided until 
300800 EST under the following conditions: To track and identify 

the intruder; no apprehension to take place; the Canadian Border 
would not be crossed; and civilian police on board will be for 
cornimo with ground units only. The request is under consideration 
by MG Snifin, DA Director of Operations, DCSCPS. Col Bailey, Mil 
/» to Special Asst to SECDEF/DZPSECDEF has been advised of the 
s _ aticn should DoD approval be required. The State Department 
Canadian Desk Officer has been kept informed. (SOURCE : 42 BW CP 

DOPING AF5 2 5114 0Z OCT 75; SAC C?" OPS CONTROL 291954Z OCT 75) 
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JOIN! CHitu OF STAFF 
MESSAGE CENTER 


I NO CONTACT. THE UNKNOWN AIRCRAFT DID NOT DISPLAY LIGHTING. 
GROUND PERSONNEL WERE A'<LE TO DIRECT THE *IR i»UARD HELICOPTER TO 
NITHIN tCpSFT 0? THE UNKNOWN AIRCRAFT, WITH 0UTH HELICOPTERS IN 
SI5HT, OUT VISUAL ACQUISITION 

yii ;<c? j»ao». during this period a xc-i3s was ojoiting at 5333x1 

riGL TO AID IN IsS.'iTlPiCATlON **0 TO ACT A5 RiDiU RELAY. 

AT 5533221 ALL CONTACT hAS LOST. 

; jt is cuR c?iNln:i that the unknown helicopter has dehonstrated 

! a CLEAP INTENT IM THE WEAPONS STORAGE AREA, IS SMART AND A HOST 
1 CaPADlE AvIaTCR. 

LC-SL security HAS BEEN INCREASED, we ANTICIPATE further xnciden 
tCICPCIhGLT, wE kZLL REQUEST THE CONTINUED PRESENCE CP AIR GUARS 
' KELSCCPTSR3. ; ■ 

e? plan To pursue into Canada if necessary, 

S£ HAVE CcO?OXN*tEO WITH PAINE STATE POLICE AND THE ROYAL CANAOI 

r?u!»ted police ano have been assured of the cunflete cooperation 
CP both, 

2’.c,p,p. wIll Respond to any landing site in Canadian territory, 

LiZZi. SECURITY POUICS A80AR0 ajR GUARD HELICOPTER HAVE SEEN • 

:? CRISPED 10 USE DISCRETION AND await " - ■ / , • 

:• A»PIV*L POR ANY APPREHENSION IN CANADIAN TERRITORf^r- - : 
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the national military command center 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301 


30 October 19 75 
0445 EST 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject. Guard Helicopter Support for 

of S£52£.?£S£ xe^e^t 0 ^ ° f the 

(NG) helicopter and cr^c^rfn^ t Nationa3 - Guard 

Maine, be made available to the ed ** u° ring AFB - 
Wing until 300800 EST Oct 75^^ 010 42nd Bomb . 

employed to track and identf^ lu NG helicopter would be 
that has violated Se afrsSci 

storage area at Loring AFB ? duri-io- cln ^ tl' of the weapons 

of 28 and 29 Oct 75 t!tc iw b , * ? early morning hours 

borders would not be » crossed anythin- i ? ter ? at ional 
not be attempted by personnel 1 apprehensions would 

Any civil police on bo«d “a ln NG helicopter, 

only to the extent of « W “ 4 participate 

officials on the ground, wiS ^ Ll^ a PP r opnate police 
for the apprehension of the suspect aircraft 

OpJ«L”?“£I„pr ■» Director « ' 

his intent to c“=ck with I™ ? S, V M L? a f Ea » indicated 
prior to making a a e cLlon y 16331 ° fflcials °n ttje matter 

r^guest'by f 2 ^0 EST of the '* ? 

Op.r,«o’o, CeeS STiS*S5SS’ ' «'£.'££: " 

DEPSECDEF^has been^dvised^f the^l'^^ t0 SECDSp / 

DOD approval be required. < the hllcopter request should 

■jjssd-s^s.sssr De,t offic “ -* ■»» 

rttt^ 2 fJuSLSTeSSj»Uf ra * a th * helicopter 

a. Tracking and identification only. 

b. Apprehension by u S Dprcnn na i 

y * . personnel not authorized. 

C. NO crossing of international borders. .. 



I 


d. Only O.S. personnel, preferably military, but including 
FBI, FAA, and Border Patrol representatives if necessary, 
will be on board the NG helicopter. 

7. MG Sniffin will initiate appropriate action to place^the 
Arxnv NG helicopter and crew on ''Full Time Training Dury 

(FTTD) . In essence, the NG helicopter will be federalized. 

8. OSD, through Col Bailey, has been advised of the approval 
and constraints in this situation and has stated OSD has no 
objections to the action. 

9 At 292249 EST the DDO (NMCC) established a conference call 
with SAC (MG Burkhart), AFOC, AOC, and Commander 42nd Bomb 
Wing , Loring AFB informing them of the approval to _ us ® the Artn ^ 
NG helicopter with the constraints listed in para 6 above. 
Commander 42nd Bomb Wing stated that there was no utility in 
using the helicopter if it couldn t cross the border. Air 
Force representative LTC Dyer was brought into the conference 
and stated that AF had no objection to the border crossing. 

At 292300 EST the DDO. (NMCC) informed MG Sniffin of the border 
crossing issue. 

10* At 292325 EST MG 'sniff in informed the DDO (NMCC) that 
■ approval was granted for the NG helicopter to cross the border 
with the consent of Canadian authorities. The DDO (NMCC) 
assured MG Sniffin that the Canadians were^cooperating and 
had already given consent to cross the border. 

11. At 292334 EST another conference call was convened by 
the DDO (NMCC) with the above conferees, (para 9) informing 
them of the authority to cross the border if necessary. ^ There 
were no further questions and all conferees were satisfied 
wSth the procedures established for the employment of the NG 
helicopter . 
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AS 0? 010500 1ST not 


WEST HEM 


HELICOPTER SITED AT LOPING 

(iff) At 312317 EST , a visual sigh tine of an unidentified object v;as 
reported 4 nautical miles northwest of Lcrinc AFB , Maine. The 
alert helo at Lormg was launched to identify the object but was 
unable to make contact. The. alert helo was launched acain at 010146 
EST in response to a slow moving target picked up by RAP CON . This 
rtre v; a s a i so unaole to make contact with the object. (SOURCE: 

-nd SV:* 0108253 NOV 75) N. 



DDO V7ZP.TE 


AS OF 011300 FST NOV 75 g. 

KSLICOPT5?. SIGHTED AT LOSING g§ 

ale ble h to ? -a)VcontIct aS STSSrt'h.l^M^-unched^gain at 010146 f§ 
SST°Kov t in , "response*to a slow moving target * £5“ “ ^ : 1 

This sortie was also unable to mane contact with tne cbjec.. laUJ g 

42D BW 010 825 Z NOV 75) g 

m) A copv of. messages received regarding unidentified aircraft §§ 

hy 1*9 S- «. S“ D |f*“ ,S“cS* . 1 

Military Assistant to the SECDEr . isuuni §* 
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AF/xCOCOA 


( UFhhr-;) KgTUKl 


IVEiiT: • 

r lentified Helicopter Intrusion 

,tion: 

Wurtsm'ith AFB, MX 


LOG SUP r 


DATE/ TIME Or EVENT,: 

30/2255E Oct 1975 
TIME REPORTED TO AFQC: 
30/2327E Oct 1975 


SAC (Lt Col’"t3iordano) reports that an unidentified helicopter 
with no lights cane ud over the back gate of Wurtsmich and . 
hovered over the VJeapons Storage Area and then moved on.. 

— RAPCON had it painted for a short period- A tanker a _ 2700 feet 
had visual and skin paint out over Lake Huron far about 20^ miles 
heading SE. Tanker reports he thinks he saw a second skin pain— 
The tanker lost all contact about 35 miles SE of th^ base over 
the lake. Tanker is still flying trying to locate by means of 
telephonic search with FAA and HAP CON- Increased, security 
initiated at Wurt smith. J # . * ' ? 

31/0030E Update: Lt Col Giordano (SAC Senior Controller) updates 

and corrects the above information as f ollows : An unidentified 

low flying aircraft came up over the back gate of Wurtsmith and 
vras visually sighted in the vicinity of the motor pool. RAPCON 
showed several aircraft at the time, one near the V.SA (there was 
no hovering as previously reported) . A tanker was dispatched and 
had visual and skin paint out over Lake ‘Huron Oj. a low flying 
> rcraft (with lights on) heading SE at approximately 150 knots.. , 
nker reports that the aircraft appeared to be Domed by another 
aircraft (with its lights on also) Tanker reports that both . 
aircraft then turned out their lights simultaneously, as if on 
signal. Tanker lost all contact approximately 35 hM SE of the 
bale. Upon information that the Dept of Natural ^ources sends: 
out aircraft searching for hunters spotting dear, the Dep*- of 
Natural Resources was contacted; hov:ever, they maintain none of 
■»*sft were in the area at the time. 
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T ^ SEE LINE /7S-C2 1-QL 

SCUASStriED JOP R -" J ^ F L^ ?ke1eCU=ITY siitpo at BACK' GATE 
T 03452 CSC AOVISED THA; The S , „ TH r SA $r AT 

= OTTEO AN UNIDENTIFIED AI°C« FT . ^ L ® tI , CRAFT HAS ALSO . 

INITIAL 3 EP CP T TO C ? S “ 1 0 •» oroORTS SAIO THA 


C 320Z - . --- r Ufturvro. ) aT c R RE w OK li pmlu irr*.* 

3SERVEC IN THE VICINITY 0^«A L0CAL TRAFFIC 

IPC3AFT 03SE3VEC HAT HA ^ * C -* ,£ 4Q SKIN PAINTED ON 

■ATT EP N. AT 033CZ XC-135 SAB THAT TH Y HAD SW. ^ S , QT _ 

? A DA P 'AN AIPC3AFT. 6 1/2 ML_ «- < 5 ’ - " kc _i 3 5 =» IC KEO UP THE 

r .&5-K£ i-sss?* VZVu£ « *r* 253/21 «* A V3SUAL 

’AGE 02 3ti CS HI J 20E8UNCLAS' .-?C3AFT IN A TRAIL FORMATION’ 

Sir -TNG- KC-I33 SAIO HE - li?~‘ <e J j- SAID HE LOST CONTACT 

30 ,a=P 30X rSOKIAS VhE'UNICSNTIFIED FORMATION ©I 

•-•ITM THE 'C3HATTCN ^0413-^-^^ SQUTH T0 . T HE NICH. . 

THE KO SC 115/35 K-.-135 > - * ‘ gASE jS r A A NUMBER OF uHlS. 

Tuijh 3. AREA AND BACK »*0R * *“ T _ u .p Tf ,£ KC-135 LANDED WHEN 

EACH TIME THE KC-1 35 LOST VI SJ AL IN ^OGRESS- REPORTS 


LATER REPORTS SAIO THAT 


A .VJM3ER OF ' 

KC -I 35 L AN OE D WH EN 
t?j PROGRESS* REPORTS 


EACH TIME THE KC -135 LCS 1 v * ~ ^ r^TGATICN S IN PROGRESS 
Fu r L ^POACHED 01 MINI MU MS . A AV ESTI 6 A . IC.N 5 

TO FCLLCU AS INFO IS OBTAINED 


OTCUZYUH 3UCSHIJ20S8 3 04 CS US 0 034-UUUU' 
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DDO UPDATE 


AS 07 3106CC EST OC 


7LV-ING AIRCRAET/?!ELI COPTER SiGKTINGS 


v i c' - r ; _ v of the irotor dooI. RAPCOK snowec several objects on 
bar* at the same time’ A tanfcer was dispatched to the area end 
tainec both visual and radar skip, paint of two aircraft. 
airc*£ f t had lights on initially but appeared to turn them o 
simultaneously. (SOURCE: OPREP-3 302327 OCT 75) 
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DDO UPDATE 


AS OF CS140G es: 


UFO SIGHTING . , 

% _ ncr? :i rc T Nov 75 to 08042C EST Nov 75, Malms troir. 1S3 MT 
(U) 080253 -ST Nov '5 « f visual radar contacts 

and four SAC sites reporued a series oi_v. ^ £roln th£ san!s 

with uaicenti*iec flying OD ^ c * - associated with the observed 

24th N0RAD Re?ioa 

failed to make contact wi*h the UFO s. 

(U) The UFO sightings oocurred on an extreroeiy clear^^n^^^ sin ii a r 
was 45 miles . Although northern no possibility 

Tt northern~lignts P during W the p'eriod in question. (SOURCE: NHCC 

MFR 080600 EST NOV 75. 


AS OF 032200 



DDO UPDATE 



NORTH DAKOTA 


(U) At 032115 EST a penetration of the flight line at Grand Forks ATS S 
by unknown persons was reported by AFOC. At least two KC-135 aircraft WSk 
were hit by small arms fire. Security forces with dogs are tracking 
the unknown attackers. (SOURCE: AFOC) 







report of air forc e re search 

REGARDING THE 
'ROSWELL INCIDENT’ 




report of air force research regarding 
the “TIOSWTXL INCIDENT 


EXECUTIVE summary 

The “Rosweti In ciri c nf ’ rriimTO vise' near 

In 1994. the General Accounting Office iGAO\ aomg 

RosweiL New Mexico, inrcuiu-uy, ^ ■ «... tn attempt to locale 

on the request of a New Mexico “ 

records of su e n an mririent ana to aetemnne _ * “ ag mcies the aotarear 

» 0. ^0 ^ *■£££££££«, tor the GAO in 

seses 

archives ana recoras centers urn nugm hem e ^ u “ ^ ^ j 973.1980 time 

the "Rosweil Incident’ was not even cotmaereo a OTO onenJaliv idemmed the 

=me. Prior to thiL tne moaent was oisnnssea Decffl f * “ vanaus autnors wrote 

terms recovereo as cone mat c: a weatner recovered, 

a numner of dooks cla i m i n g max. not ow ^'**° continue :o evoive today 

but aiso me boaies ot the emits auen □ecuna ms..^ . - of te suoposed 

’d the Air Force is now rouunery accisea ot engaging m a 

event. 

The research iocated no records at °(^^^w^^^&nswtare° Vtr * 

U0 " by the USAF or any mmcanon ot suen a rea^Conj^ffl^ th e netted in 
imensmed by Air Force researenets at ~ oocmions . 

auesnon were stored. The recoras revtewea did not reveal any in«w £ 
security, or any other acuvrtv in July, 1947, that " gZ S.toli 
have ocairrea. Recoras were iccatea ^“T^ ^et nua^tesm Known as 

interviewed, as was the omy surviving persen wno recovetw^s a 

Rosweii site m 1947. ano the former officer wno ^ & material 

balloon. Comoanson of ail uudnnaiion ukdv from one of 

rrcoverea near Rowed was con^wnhabaltoM^.^^^^^^ 
tt.e Mogul balloons that had not been matenais. 

not disclose any records or the recovery ot any alien boaies o 

introduction 

Air Force involvement m the ailegen UFO-reiatea inarin 

.. n .gji Viemn as the result of a January 14. 1994, WajianSIBILXsS^ 

(£dT n whTch announced Congressman Steven Schiffs 

Accoumma Office tGAOl effort to resoive this «ffltroveMma»- ^ -^V 
been involved in numerous Freeaom oi Informanon Act fFOIA) ana 



rsauesis on unusual aircren. t= mauMumn^=^ o; ^ 

Direaor. iscaray ana ioeaai Program uvcragm. w m ^ GAO enon 

Force. 1 SAF/AAZ1 beiieyea the Air force wouia aeeome atvoivea 

involving mis subject. 

Thus, in iaie January, 1994. SAF/AAZ These ininaL 

SAF/AAZD. to aneamt to locale any on» Histoncai Xesearcn Agency 

researcn snorts tboisea on recorns ai tne Air Force d^ncai^«»^^ apb. 

(AFHRA, Maxweil AFB. AL. 

\JM ann the National Arcnives ana Recoras Ammmsiranon 

On February 15. 1994. the GAO 0 ^™j“ DoD) policies ana 
that, it was initianng an auait ot the Dep .. 0I - 0 ffinai government 

proceoures for acauning, cmsnymg, retaining, - n „ rigms ( Atch 2). 

aooimems dealing with weather oalloon. 0 f Defense insoector General 

This nouncanon was subseouemiv passea <nri nther anectca names of 

wno ir turn omdaiiv nonnea the secretaries 01 * e „„ m ujokatea that the 

me auait a F ebniarv 23. 1994. memo . Aten 3 VTto C0CSOTS 

■GAO is anxious to respona to Government 

:nat tne DoD is oeing unresponsive. ^ tQ 'ensn modems 

aocumems that indicated ihai tne purpose^^^ ^ u ^q s ^ f orc:? n aircnfe and 
involving weather balloons ana uniaio RosweiL New 

(2) the fern involving the reportea ernsn or an UFO m 194* isic. 

Mewco .. ( and an> aiicgea Do D cover-up. 

An Bitrani* meetmg Mined ttaLwtte 

insoector 'jeuerai on February 2 . - i, -.nfDoD (and oossmh' 

the auait omdaiiv would be. ^ngtne ^ be foCL . sed on Air Force 

~ ■***. sv» - 0*0 =°« raw*. “ “f* 

miarmaucn on tne Roswcil Inoaem. the US Army Air Forces lUSAAFi 

the next 47 years. 

rorce t SAr/AAt 15 reroD AF/AAZ1 B ecause of this ornamzanon. sAF/AA was 

and security poucy ana overrent 1 5AT/AAZ.J. 


- a r : a a 7 was omciaiiv namea as ine 

-.he logical enure to assist the uAO mss mstnea . 

Central Point of C oman tor tms msw^- '^ s “ m=moranQ um oaten 

Admmisnanve Assmam. Mr. Robert j. McConme^ ^ a ^ ^ 

Maroi i. 1994 ( Atch 51 to a numcer ox «rrem ^ iSmliy 

mam uossibiv have recores reiatea to suca an ma _ recores ana systems 

occmred. This seaxcn for recores was purposes tinmen to Air Force reco 

S (a)The Air Force had no authomy to coraaei outer sgeama 

(b) The Air Force would have no way to monitor tne completeness 

(c) *theoverail effort was the tasic ana responsibility ot the GAO-not the Air rorce. 

Dunn? the m-brieang process ^ 

eeneratea at the speanc recuest o on of Defense Lszisiauvc Liaison Office 

Congressman Schiff had written to tne as can of the 

for information on the ‘ Rosweil Inooem ana naa . t0 KARA bv the 

* -*-»-* "pmiea Bliiebook that nun. nrcviousiv occi tunicfl 
:ormcr urO Protect diucb ■ - X ;ap a that aimouen tnev oio. 

Ait Force. Congressman Schiff suoseauenuv ^ 0 fthatretmn. 
indeed. iave me "Bluebooic materials, tne ?*£**?££ nonewaiiea” bv the DoD. 
Congressman Schifil apparemiv percereing mat n. naa been ston 
then' generated the recuest tor tne atoremenuonec auan. 

u Is '«™ iMs ««. *a *= foUo^ns —--“SETS? - 

in suppon of the GAO. This report is urtennea to stana as the nnai 
response regarding this maner. 


the -SOSWS1 DOJE!r-*H*T WAS originally reported IN 1947 

»rac=™-=» r “ ■*» 

i^rtTtSJ^sv.ssr 

were — s many - - „ •« l : 075 1 qro tune irsme. Incre is no 

vm not considered one ot these ! 1947 . smce ,t was 

dispute, however, that something nappenea near m of which were 

renorted in a number of contemporary newspapm amdei ^'®°JTXon reconed 
the Juiv 8 and July 9 editions ot the Rn^wetl Daily Reco r d The Jui . . . 

"RAAF Canturea Flying Saucer On_Ranca in Roswed R^^jvtnie i^w Located 

edition reooned. “Ramey Empties Aosweu saucer — ■“ 

■ Saucer' Sony He Told About It.” 



fnnntne range 

at Rosweu AAf . Maior j esse A. Manas. ^ jne disc oaa oesa 

lands of an urnnrfflin ca tancncr m tne yiatscv _ __ nTTe2 that a Rosweii counie 

Z, xo dinner neaaouaners.’ Thai same story also renonea 
i”L" h™ «= » *P iy by »=» »omy « « 1 •«’ 

the F^nrh Air Force ar Form Worm. Texas, snaea that uoon " "T* w 

recovered by Maicei was aetennmKi to ?n ° judder remnants of a 

described as a .'’..bunrne or tmxou. broicen woo ^ fa “^ a . : idennned him as W.W. Brana 

balloon " The aaaitionai story or the harassM raicaer >aennn fmlM ^ 

of Lincoln Counry, New Mexico. He daimea that he ana ^ v m cx 2 at 

material on June 14. 1947. wnen tnev "came ua some of the 

up of rubber snips. nnxbiL a rather tougn S and wonoered if 

debns on July 4 and .the next dav ne ^ sunseaueady 

•jt/nat he had founa riusm. nave oeen me t errman is ox one or tnese. ^ . 

w arc . ( \iaj 0r Marcel and “a man in oiain ciotnes then accompamca flraza 


maxerui: 


"..mmht have oeen as large as a table top. The balloon which held it 
up. if that is how it wonted, must have oeen about 12 £ ^ lo “ g ’ ' ^ 
nLunng the distance by the sae of the room tn wmch he «t. The 
SwL smokv gray m color and scattered over ® 
yards in diameter. When the debris was gathereaup thenmod. 
taoe. ana. sucks made a bundie about three teet long and * 

SL^ule the rubber made a ounaie about 18 o- 20 mcnes .ong ana 
£ 8 inches thick. In alL he esamatea. the emre lot — . nave 
wentnea mavoe ave uounas. 20 sign ot any m 

area wmch mmht have oeen used for an engme ano no s.^o. ^v 
propeiiers of anv icind. Althougn at least one paper nn had be ®^ 
Zara* of to mM. 

on the h.strument aithounn there were leners on some ot the parts. 
Considerable scotch tape and some tape wnh flowers pnmea 
had been used in the construction. No strmg or wro were to 
bur there were some eye.«s in the paper to md^that somesott^t 
aaachmeat msv have been used. Brazei sam that he had previcuay 
weather oafloons on the ranch, but that wnat he founo this 
tune did not in any way resemble either of these. 


evolution of t 


£ HVENT FROM 1947 TO THE PRESENT 


Gtnem xUmsv s press comerenee ana rrpg ^wmg arsr-~ trial tnere wcrc 

a UFO-remea matter una i 1978. RoS weiL for eanmie. is noi 

several obtuse reference to am ^S° sOT“ «gmg. ^ ?nJiea Blueoooe or us 

reserren to mine omoai wnich nn uom 1948-1969 (wrncn 

ssssasjss# ess*——*-*** 

ii^ssrsssssssr" 

the former mteiiigence Stam0 n Friedman, met wnnMarra 

Roswed in 1947 /j“ 1 “ ^ tn ° lhe amend Maiw handled was nom a cramea. 

and began investigating me cMgpstiai me uwa rhmg agfa. also enuagea m 

UFO. Similarly. two authors. WIEam _ p-^i Tr.ement. in 1980. In this book 
resercn ™ch led them to publish a D0 ^^^g Sto have been present at 
:hey reported thev mte^eweo a “ J^^^^nnese to strange 
Tjjswed in 1947 am ‘J rotB “‘ 0 i9 7 g.i 9 go otner uFO researchers, most notably 
nrans that supposedly ocoarea. Since ■ . aalea m imervieweo even more 

,oth civilian ana tenner imiuary persoe. 

-«*—* ***!“ 

.arge portion of one snow to n^mmiariv durtna the last several years and a 

other teievision shows have aone likewise, p „ mTmgf 7 ^ overall thnist 

-nade*tor-TV movie on me suoiect acorn innaent'’ was acmsilv the crash of 

of thee snide. books and shows is that the Rosw^unoaem^ ^ ^ -covering up” 
a oan &om another wond. the USGo ^ 0 f dishuormanon. 

» *■»' o=»w.«» a**™—*.— 

-t acoisau^ns. 

Smi^ifnot nysucail 

ofthemeamano «J»« reported t:ui there ^ 

'- amnons of the ■ Roswcil sio . ■ — — — mm a mmima : amount of 

-*» AM IM <i 4M M M* tal*“j** 

«’-==r3S&S==fSl 

second site, ^egeabodieoiexnmerami ^ans are further complicated 

number of thee alien cooie ^ e to cxacay 

sssrrs:®-- * 
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Consistently. nowever. tr.e AAr was ac Z ~~~- ooverca wreocage tana 

-atenai tnermrom. «*«g was *wav. ana ^ ^ 

comes. to nosweu uncar snwv tigm *=‘ 

-xnioiianon. 

Once oacit ai Rosweu AAF. :: a generally mziercus snmnea to 

nonrr higher neanouanss ana anaa^M WomL Jga fc ua name of the 

other loezoons for anatvsis. i nese (now jQniana AFB 1 New Mecca: 

-lahm Air Force Heaaouarwrc: possmty wri ^ p,.in now known as Wngm- 

aosaniv Annrcws AAF. Marviana. ana aiwm« *£**«£ j«r oeome 

Pansrson aFB. Ohio. Atr Marcr® Commaaa 

mown as the Air Teeamm itnaii^^g !l^^! ^Tm»i^miatowt> maxenais from 
(AMO, ana wauid. in no. oca logical _ rrcovcrv of aiien oodies ti*o 

show them oemgsmppea to Wnamriem. mrai ana the Anny Air 

for funner anaivsts ana/or OTto, “ 0 ^^^“" onran on nans to the aiiegea _ 
Forces in oamonar. tnea engagen in cov ®^_ ^,,„r v persons ana the use oi 

crasn ana reooverv. mouarng tne use ot s= =^^_“ ™tLc ov some UFO 
coercion unouamg auegea ^ -as mere is mreiiigam 

researcnerc. nas auowea tne government to tw in sunnoseaiv aiioweathe 

Tte-Mo 

them. uiomaiety provtaing suoi ihnxgs as tonavebeen metea out by the Anny 

and the media. 

i(iriin2 somt . measure of srtaifliiirv 10 tne cuums urn nave ansen smcs 

looarem centn of rceearcr. of SOro ^ Re ^“J^^ 085 

c-ams are icssenea somewnai. nowever. oy tne aaJS ____ 0I - the persons 

from vercai reoorts many years aner tne auc ^ a ^°^ i d tne ome in ouesaan. 
^eweo were. » men naoonea at. or «« « ^ „ m Mr 

^ ! pttfrm E of idem cuim mmxarv semc^. Mosl —mnaed is second or third- 

nann. having oeen oassea tnrougn a mena or naamm . URosw5il ^ooent" is 

umnueiy iaihcng mtite ennre expiotaaon ^ that sunpens the claims of 

soenfl nme oocuinenun* 


- ^CH STRATEGY AND METHODOLOGY 


To insure semen - -* * - tr- GAO wun me ==» - — *** — 

migm reaxe to ins '‘Rosweii a "stme?y oasea on aireexaM 

camoiexe iniormanon avauame. -AF/AAZ " m ^ose runetonai omess ana 

som tne Office of the Seaeary. to Thistneiunes 

onarazanons wneis suen uuonnanon ^ 0 miects imam oe enrea 

oireomg ieMCne3 81 recorns centers over wrach tneAir 

oul as weii as iusioneai oraanamons. araivei^LnB nowever. go to tne LS 

Fores exererd some oegree oi control. aments iram White sanas. or 

Annv to review nistoncai i-cnumn ^sr. tne AtotmcEnergy 

Force control certannng to these suoiect areas. 

In ornerto aetermme oamneten 

inn ccnoucrea of the maior wonts reaming _ . IfiM! _ , , 9m b y William 

coouiar literature. These wonts rnauaen. - of Proof" ”.9851 by 

Moore ana Chanes Benttr "Crasnea .gum. ^ Donalo Schmm: J* 

Moore; T^n r P ^ « RpgaL bXiaie ana Schmitt: lie 

-T- H m - C - n f°Tt | L ji i M. Ebentart. Editor: ‘The 

..P^rr A ffW* ES5SS^ 0^> - „ rsmmi l gm by Stanton 

Rosweii Events.’’ (19931 compiiea by rrea Wto?, ^^Twrnten oy a cotnmnanon 
T. Frieoman and Don Berimer. renreeent the "pro” UTO _ 

oftheanove and other reeeareners. CoUe °T ^gl n in a f ^ r ^r rev. There ere no speeme 
waters who allege that the government is ^ Rjswell However. Cums 

books written ennrer: on the theme tnat navun? oom aa -if the Lir 0 story and 

Peebles in Warm the Skies*. (1994 ““ -j- nere ^ aiso oeen senous research as 

zrowtn of sudsenuem cairns as a on “°““ ' "iebuncers ' of Roswea ana outer 

veil as a rammer ot nstanea articles wmten _ _ _ T rmiirer newsletter. ann 

-5SSS - “ — — “ 

USAr re ”“ s ““ 

n,,.. aca*. 

j ^c axtemut wouii be maae to try to rerute. P _____ oe hearsav . unoocamemen. 

Aaaimni»y.imv«*'“ m . 

tajctcoutol °a*~. T1°ST. SL. 

r^sr^-«rr" 

*u«.» m he ^eircntd. 

voiumc oi recoil * — — 


eaaane: One of me oonuiar ooom me mon ea vasaassl nanonea a 

: 12 a suomrttea ice names ana senai numners oi o Defease Deoanmem to 

Rosweii in iuiy, 1 947. to me Veterans Aflnnnraon ^ nv ana assea 

ronnnn tneir imiinry service. They tn ana ^even arm* 

•**vk«» nn« neither me Deiense Deoarnneni nor me v etcan 
tne ouesnon: -Vhy ooes ntainer me vow nr „ mBg tax escn seven 

^nmam on nave recarns oi any oitnese men wnen caf/aaZD wastasreato 
n M i Amw AirFieki." Thai aaim sounaea serious so aAr/AA^u 

atRosweu Army Air rieia. r g» t nms Li ang nnivthg 

cnect mess aeven names in tne Pereonna Reeoras Center 

name* ismee tne autnora aid not us: the serai manners. ^ an 

reeoras reaniiy idartmable wrtn eiant ot these oerasns. iimfl 

names tnax mere could have oeen rrruumie m 195 1. wade 

“missing'’ pawns nan a casualty report m name, in 1990. 

the writers claimed to have imenneweo mm i or a person oi in 

While the histon cai document searoi was in orogress. n was decided to attempt to locate 
^Ts^^ons loennhen as soil living wno cctud cession, answer 

aren. Iris nan never oeen omoaiiv cone oetcre. annougn 
T VZZZ ^ ^ oeen comaoea in tne past ny 

most or the persons conmcca ~ * nmfr Tn enunter uossibie nnnrc 

». .OW-M oimo, 

arguments tnat me persons interviewee were smi vcvenn_ • . therm 

security oains. tne interviewees were proyiaea w*n ^ wouid 

~ nf the Air Force or me &emor aecuxxry Official oi me ait ro 

□ffidaiiv allow oiscassion of classmen ' 

nrrnr restriction in discussing the matter, u suen ensteo. Agam. the locus w» ° 
interviewing persons that could adorns speaac issues' raaea try res ^ ““"° 

grven to try and locate everv aiiegeo » 

comaced bv tne various aiimors. For examcie. one or the CaLUSAF 

obtain an omdai signea. sworn statement am was *nenoar ‘ J^Lvaomowieaired to 

fRctired) who is the last living manner or the tnree oasons urn _ u ’ 

recovereo mai en ai nom me rusta Rancn. Cth— * were aso int ' - 

nave recovered hiaw**»* ~ ...... , ; n * ome cases survivors o: 

- idiscussea in a cm lata). Additionally, in some * 

miormanon oeveiopea i r-^nis tnouent to 
deceaseo persons were also coruaciea in an attempt to locate /anous re-oras 

have oeen in the custocy of the ceceeseo. 

Ev ,. n thouah Air Fotee researen ongmaiiv sonea in January, ’ 994, lhe ^ Q *^ r 
Fm^Stasanut was directed by the Marcn 1. 1994. 

°Z i-i ana was aoaressea to tnose current .Mr Staff dements that wouio be wt**f 

reoosttorv tor any reeoras. paracuiariy if there was ^ 

involved. This meant that the seateh was not umnea to unoa ^™^™^ ialS " 
would T"-i.m e reeoras of the highest ciassmcaaon ana comoaitmenraxion. 

— _ a Ct,^rcecra2nat offices miened induded the following, 

i ae aoe&*» * *— ^ __ 

(a) SAF/AAL Directorate of Information Management 

(b) SAF/AQL. Directorate of Electronics and Soeoai Programs 


AF/SE. Air force aaietv 

,d) AF/HO. Air Force Ssanan _ ... ^encv-^HA. ana 

,e) AF/IN. Air Force imeiiigeoce : inciuoia? Air r ore- miemgen . . 

•ne National Air intelligence Center. NAIC1 

— cir/AAZaisonrviewca 

In anacon to the above Air Staff ana a^ueiana oni»- ^ t0 mgniy ciassnea 

approonate cmatnea recorns tor any ^“^^^SLntvmeaaurrsor 
reconrs. it should be notea that any i'SAPs). The autnontv for- suen 

controls are known as a apeeai Access _ An™ *nm the Deoarnnent of Defease 

programs comes n om rTrnmv e Order 12356 ana • ro ^ Bnemea in the Air 

to the Sernw via DoDDireaive 5203.7. These oirtcnves 

Force bv Policy Directive i6-7. ana Air force . smet manner, ail 

contain detailed remaremans tor comromngana force to the Secretary of 

c Aps Tt us inciuriga a icoon ironi the Stss rxiirv . rrnr - . anti a 

Defense t and uiumareiv to Congress* on ail SAPs jhese renonxng 

Ration tnat mere are no "SAP-Uke urograms oemg operasea. mes, 

requirements are snmuaiea in nuouc taw. 

It foiioweo then, uiat it the Air Force nad recovemt ^^T^'^^Sooses. 
spaceman ana/or booies ana was exoiorang tnaxor Ccm ni Office for ail 

then such a program wouid be □uemcaasaS^.SAF ™ gAPs SA F/AAZ 

Air Force SAPs. has taowieage ot. ana sea ^ °™^ . ^ trxam to 

ja^aoncaiiy stated that no suen Speaai Access Program ) 

oamemestnai spaceman/aiiens. 

Omm. « te Air Fottr «• «» Chte- « M 

Program Oversight Connnntee wrnen ~ r ra2nn -'. to the events ti 

„ J-n-j.-ie*’"- or the existence ot anv suen urogram involving, or reiat in 

Rosweii or'thc aiiegea ternmotogy mat suoposemy resuitea ^ SBn0 ' r Ah 

OOV.OUS uregaiantv ana illegality of kee ^^^“^Ubie for ootammg 

wouid involve peopie ana cneaie papemoric. 

The aforementioned March 1. 1994. SAF/AA tasking generated 
JuSSlmamats: ,e. all offices reported that tney naa no ««»£* ^ 

JSSineidem. Conseauentlv, these neganve resoonsm^o an mme^e 

aireaav on-gomg histoncai researen at recoras centers ana aranves. 

The extensive arenivai ana recoras center search was 

S^SS^Deoassmcaiion Review Team. TTus team is comoosea enureiv ot Air 
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Reserve oeracan a wno nave exwasve tramo? rJ< ^ wM Rr^w. 

recoros. previous enons mauae me aou “““ D flfae &&' War. Air Power Survey 
aeoassmcaaon of POW/MIA recoros. ana me rev.^ oimeurn^ ^ 

recoros). Hie team manoets aii had e of the Air Force to aecmsrv any 

mibitnaiion and had the autnonty ot e • Rnsweii. g -VF/AAZD conduaed 

MD; the N anon a i Records Center. Sunlamp * INSCOM Arouves. Ft. 

Washmgton. DC; Fedeai Recoros Center, rt Foree ffistoncai 

Meade. MD; Nanonai Air anaScaee Museum. W BoliinE aFB. DC; 

A to. of *. to* tom «m «w< « 

.a to to> **»* “•"* ” to 

Rosweu AAF during tne oenoa or ume in auesnon. u . v or ree: z. 

thls esort wiii ““ ^“‘SSnts'are unavoidable and them is no 

etc.; mat s wnete me real . - control couid be searched page 

— “ to- *» i»™ -—5 

^ force recoros systems, parttcuiarty as reiaiea to uus suoiea 

, ■ sj-~'v researcn team founa the usual numoer of orooiems m manv of th 

■■ “^to .’oMcuiarivSt Louis, with misdiing, ion or rmsniaceo document 

they nad found in the past on similar protects. 

WHAT THE ROSWELL INCIDENT W AS NOT 

sscssc :3ESiii£=S" 

“Rosweii Incident’ was not^ 


An Airoiane Crash 
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Of all the mums mat arc ooarrr.cnia^^-*— ^ " cnsnB e0 oaac „ me 

deaiied ano scuuuious are ^ " „ 3valiabie for ah crasnes urn 

beam. or a comninanon of these factors. T^eae rea^ 

SSS™ or «** 

“L__ iune 14 1947. ana Juiv 28. 1947. there were uve crasnes in New Mexico 
A-26C. P-51N. C-32A. P-80A ana PQ-HBaaaan: however. none 01 
these were on the oarers) in question nor in tne arear si m auesno 

o..'d.dw «_ - to* m»° ? tESr 

hnw the Air Force rand others 1 soeancauy aocumearea . ..wesmeroanoon...^ouu» 

-pneng >• in this area, the search enbns reveaiea that mere are no ai »«*? 

^ ne na nag t0 weatner balloon crasnes t ail wearner oalioons ‘crasn sooner or 

are crotons for generating reoons of “crasnes as gruuna sarcty 
Seats in the uniikeiv cnance that a balloon rniures someone or causes camag . 

However, sucn recortis are omv maintainea tor nve years. 

t ^SoSant tnissue. usuauy aescnaea as a caoturea uennan V-2 or one of its 
' .at set forth as a Dossibie exotanation for tne beans recsvereo near 
S 8 S “eS -e « nearay White Sands was secret at the ton, « 
would be iotncei to assume mat tne government wouia hanoie ^ rruMit 
tiain secunrv ranicuiariv if the mishap oecarrea on private iano. From 
reweweribvthe Air Force, however, there was nothing located to sugger tnat tow 
the case. Althounh the buik of remaining tesnng records are unoer the ccntr °‘ ° 

!^ie subject" has aiso beer, verv weii documented over the years witmn AirFon* 

be no reason to keen sucn imotmanon ciassmed tcoay. The USA! 
founo no indicators or even rants tnat a missiie was invotvea in tnts mane. . 

0 nTof the ainM ranstderea was tnat wnatever nappenes 

nncias weaoons. This was a logical area or concent since tne 309th Homo urouq 

SET- » me wond a. me time tnat nan access to nuclear 

reviews of available records cave no mdicanon that this was the case. A numoer m 

SS uSai TOP SEC m»SECm-!lESnaCIEpD*T^ 

wnii nuaear weaoons were located indie Federal ftecotoa Ceaira in at ^ 

Sieeonaa. widen pertained <o ine 50*h. had «=»««» do «« «*■ 

coidd bavo deal ddainmpmed aa tile "F^wedinooeod "^^OOH.nAUd 

rlted modem would have been inhemed by the Department ot Energy t OOa» 
one occurred, h is likely DOE would have nubiidy reported it as 
riedassm canon ana oubiic release etfons. There were no anogryt ^m *rF^ 
files to mdicate tne potential existence 01 sucn recoros witnrn DOE channels. 

An Extraterrestrial Craft 
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Tne ^ force researca round ansouueiv no uu™ .»£- “ ~ me ^ ^ 

1947. invonrea aitv type oi eanmnesrai soatxoaa. i* 
enure maoer. -Pro-UFO” persons wno ootam a 

probabiy beam the •‘cover-up is sad on c-aims. mat anv alien 

absoiuieiyno evrdence of any SSS thata ^**£**^ n or omemlse _ flfr 

oceuuams were l etai v ere n tnerenum. in some secrei miaxary °P gaB ° — 

ST«». — - to 1* -* ^JSSSSSS. 

n»m«a ,s ions obto a tte «r to «■ oa tornv teratonte 

r^==r=^to- ; 

MMkMto m<« = 

oossrmiirv of developmental secret Soviet aireran overnymg JS “^7“^ 
was of major c once r n to the uedgiing u'SAF. wnose iod n was to prot 

The researen revealed omv one omdai AAF ^ 

acnvirv of anv tvpe tnaz oenamea to LJFOs ana Roswcii in j . . .p , 

of S Historical Reoort for the 509th Borno Group ann Rosweu AAFto 

stated: “Ha Gffirr nf yuMff Mamaaaa quite busy 

inquiries on the 'flying *C v mtm 11). 

Group. The object tumeo out to be a Blanenard. went cn 

involved in the suoposed firs: ever recovery ot extraterrestrial matenais. tuena^^ 
Blanenard did this as a pioy to eiude the press ann go to the scene “ <ure “ 
oueranonsi. The history and the mormng reports also snowea that the 

at Rosweii during the montn were mosuv munnane and not indicative 
,~, nT,^ high level activity, expenditure of mannower. resources or security. 

Likewise, the researchers found no indication o' noghtenea activity an | ,wnere .?*f 

There were no indications ana warnings, nonce oi alerts, or a highe r m -»nnns were 

aLtv reported that would be iogicaiiv generated if an alien 

^^jnuenered US territory To befevetim such opemnoMi ana h^em m 
activity could be conducted soieiy by reiving on unsecurea telecommumanons or 
nersonai comae: without arming any r teams of such activity certainly ~ 

imagmanon of those who have served in the military who know dial P^tswo i c 
kind is necessary to accomplish even emergency, highly classified. or s 

An of acnvitv someumes cited by pro-UFO writers to illustrate the _°° int thal 

sometning unusual was going on was the travel of Ll General Nathan *w* ^ 

/ > of the Air Matenei Command, to New Mexico in July, 1947. Actually, 
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juiv 8. along with a mimoer or outer general omcers. ana reauesea 

monm before, on iuim-i. 1947 (Aich 14V 

. r-Mani Hovt Vandenbent, Deoutv Chief of Staff at 
Simiianv. it has also been ailegea war « Rnsweii. Acavity 

the nne. nad been mvoivea oaeamg oaDer5 stored in the Library 

of Congress, cud inoicaie mar on July , -jj Texas and the Spoicane 

involvement m Roswei events excem m the ite«*uapcn 

1 -. inoicaie that if some rvm nanpenea that was 

The above are out two small h,otmi history the US miiiianr certainly reacted m 

an unconcemea ana cavauer maimer. Rnsweii but tnrouenout ihe US. toia 

roncuiuuv. pistumiocoooijctawi mw ihM twenrr vqn or 

• nT - . qtgndous nature, wmie smmuan eousiy ; • 

paoerwonc oi z would ^ available a comprenensive rreeaom or 

more into tne nnure people ie-amv to review ana exoiore govemmeot 

Information Aathat wouiu give mem grea- , u - it did. it was controlled 

documents. The recants moicate that none or ^ been able to 

by a secunty system so efficient ana ugtt have also been 

duplicate h since. If suen a sy*®" Soviets, wineb historv has snowed obviously 

ancient security system exated. 

WHAT THE "ROSWELL INCIDENT" WAS 

wnat was ononaiiv renortea to have been recoverea was a _ 

As previously aiscussea. wnat , •wesiner balloon. ’ althouan the mammy ot 

balloon of some sort, usually oesenoea p , mw , ^ Major Marcei in the 

nicks.” Addmonaiiy, the oesuionon ot tne : ,h»t«egram 

rounneiy used b^st pro-t^O ^m to quoted in part states; ".‘H* 

&om the Dallas FBI office 01 which balloon 

disc is nexagonalm shane and ;he obiea tound resembles a iugh alunide 

was aonroxunateiv twenty teet m oiameter. ...Jsotnca tuunu „ 

a radar reflector. ...disc and balloon oemg transnortea... 

soonsored by the 
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=uijb ior UFO Resarcn iFUFORL Aithouga it was not tne enigma lateanon to comment 
In ujnar mnroggai autaon intgrrr-.se or caanca mat otner ggaems sum racniy sain . 

>his oamoiiar oocamem was dimrsnt Because h comainea aauai copies or anparenny 
aumcme swam affidavit recavea mom a numoer of persons wno caimea to na ve so me 
icnowiebse of the Roswrai event. Althougn many ot the peraons wno pnwoea 
affidavits to the FUFOR researchers aiso exuressea opinions tear tney uiougm there was 

exngerres m a i about this modem, a manner of them aoaaiiy desOT3 “ 

^laicnais that sounaea susmaousiy like wreexage from oailoons. These inauaco 

following: 

i. ,,. MarceiL MD (son of the iate Maior Jesse Mamet 1 1 y ears oid at thet nn e of the 
indden). Affidavit dated May 6, 1991. “ ... There were three earegones ot otters: a 
thick, foil like meaiiic gray subs t a n ce: a brittle, brownish-black piasne-uke matenaL like 

Bakeiite; and there were riagments of what appeared to be I-beams. On the inner sunace 

of the I-beaat there appeared to be a type of writing. This writing was a purpie-vioiet 
hue. and it had an embossea appearance. The figures were composed of curyea. 
zeometnc snanes. It haa no resemniance to R uss ia n Jaoanese or any other toretgn 
■annuane. It i —. i-m n igq hieroglyphics, out n had no ammai-iike charaaera.... 


Loretta Proctor (former neighbor of ranener W.W. Brazeii. .Affidavit dated Mays, 1991 
" irazei came to my ranen and showed my husband and me a piece ot material he saia 
came mom a large pile of csens on the property he managea. The piece he orougnt was 
brown in coior. suniiar to plastic... ’Mac’ said the otner matenai on the property looked 
like aiumhnim ioiL It was very flexible anc wouldn’t crush or bum. "Hiere was also 

he de s cri b ed as tape wnich had pruning on it. The coior of the priming was a 

Wna of pUTpIC... 


Bessie Brazei Schreiber t daughter of W.W. Brazen 1 4 yean oid at the time or the ^ 
incident). Affidavit dated Sememcer 22. 1993. ."..The aeons looked like pieces or^ large 
baboon which had bunt. The pieces were smau. tne largest i rememoer measuring aoout 
the same as the diameter of a basketball. Most of it was a kind of double-sided matenai. 
foil-like on one side and nnber-iike on tne other. Both sides were grayish siiver in color, 
the foil more siivery than the mober. Sticks, like kite socks, were attached to some or the 
pieces with a whitish use. The tape was anout two or three inches wide and had flower- ^ 
like designs on it. The ‘flowers' were taint, a vanery of pastei coion. and reminded me ot 
Jaoanese paintings m wracf the flowers are not ail c c iuir c t eg. I do not recall any other 
rvoes of matenai or markings, nor do I remember seemg gauges in the grouna or any 
other sens that anything may have mt the ground hard. The foii-mbber matenai couia not 
be tom iike ordinary aluminum foil can be tom..." 

Sallv Strickland Tadoiini (neighbor of WW Brazen nine yean oid in 1947). Affidavit 
Septcmoer 27, 1993. .What Bill shewed us was a piece of what I still think as 
fabric. It was something iike aluminum foil some th i ng iike sann. something iike weii- 
tanned ieather in its tougnness. yet was not preoseiy like any one of those marenais. ..It 
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■A/as acorn me midacss of verv rine xidskin move learner mo a -'-oi ir.mamc ^’ sn 5uvcr ' 
one side siightty aarxer man me outer. I do not rememner n naving anv design 

emb o ssing on it... 

RobenR. Porter iB-29 flight £a grneer aao«a « rfIL 

June 7 ’991 " On this occasion. I was a manner o: me crew wmsu 
r^mi wm a flving saucer to Fort Worm. lire people on ooaro ™^^Ma, 
r^^uceL Cant. William £. » said it was mom a nvmg saucer. Ate we 

a^S^wastransrerreatoaB-25. I wm toid they were corn? to Wngm 
amvett. me maiena» w« » k- a-q «mh the material, wmcn was 

Fidd in Davton. Ohio. i was urvorveom loaning the S-a.ywim me maua . , 

wnooto inpociaus with wnoping paper. One of the pieces was umg.e-snanm.adom 
M^fctaaoss the bottom. TTie rest were m small pacxages. acorn me »»£» 

£ The brown paper was ndd with tape. Benami^W^^ 
When i picked it uo, it was just like picking up an empty pacxage. e ' 

shanea n ackane and three snoe box-sized naocages mto me pane. All 
SL & too me trunk of a car. ...When we came oacx rrom .uncm they told us they 
had uansfenea the maienai to a B-25. They toid us me matenai was a wearner oailooa 
out Fir* cenain it wasn t a weamer naiioon... ’ 

In addition to those remans above soil living who claim to nave seen or 

.original maienai found on me Brazei Rancn. mere is one additional o«°nwnowa* 

universally acknowledged to have been involved in its re covery, a 01 Marcei to the 

USAF. (Red . Cavin is credited in all claims o: having accompamea . 

ranch to recover the debris, sometimes along wnh his Coumer ^eihgenw j-oips (QC) 
sunominam. William Rickert. who. like Marcel is deceased. Althougnthere 
appear to be much disouie that Cavin was involved m the maienai recovery, otto 
about ton nrevaii in the popular litemure. He is sometimes portrayed as a 
“r someomes even sinister, conspumor wno was one or the tenv inoiviQuais wno kept 
the “iscre: of Rosweii" from gening out. Other mines anout nun naveoeen 
Including me claim mat ne wrore a reoon of the incident at me time tsar sss r.r.-er 

surfaces. 

Since Lt Col Cavin. who had first-nana knowledge, was still alive, a aension was mme to 
interview nim and eet a signed sworn statement from nim anout his vemonotthe events. 
Prior to the interview, the Secretary of the Air Force provided him wim ....... 

auftonaftm and waiver to discuss classified imormanon with the interviewer and relearn 

him from any security oath he may have taken. Subsequently, Cavm 

May 24 1994, at his home. Cavin provided a s : gn co . sworn statement . . 

recoileaons m this maner. He also consented to having the. mem ew 

transenm of that recording is at Atch 18. In this interview. Cavm related that hetadbMi 

on numerous occasions by UFO researches a nd had wuun giy tamed vmnmzmf 

of them; nowever. he felt that he had oftentimes been mtsreoresemeo or nad his comments 
taken out of context so that their true meaning was changed. He 
however, that me matenai he recovered consisted of a reflective sort or maienai Vat 
tlunuaa m foil and some thin, bamboo-iike sucks. He tnougm at the ume. ann commuen 
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•nrn tn tnmv- im wnai nc rouna was a weamg pauoao 7 7 rT-. 

r esearenera tcax. He aiso tcmcmn e rea ringing a snail “tladc oor r.T>c or 

't ^irrn ng inougm xl me nme was pruoabiy a r aainson oc. Lt Col Cavis 

famous Ramcv/Marca photograpns (Ain. 16) of the witoagerattn to Ft Worm (onto 

Cannes bv UFO researchers to have been switched ana the remnants. ot a balloon 

suhsnmiea tor it) ana he iaeatmea the matensis depiaeo tn those onotos as 

wim the msmnsisiha be recovered from the ranch. I^CdCavittaisosateathatehso 

never xsreaanvostn or sgnen any agreement rtmm talk about this mranem inn hid nrwr 

been tmesme by anyone m the goventmeat Decease of h. He dia not even enow tne 
“inaaBn” was ri«imgfi to be anytning unusu a l unm he was hnervteweo m the eany 

1980’s. 

Sinhiattv, Irving Newton. Major. USAF. (Ret) was totaled and imenaewed. Nwmn was 
a weather officer assigned to Fort Wonh. who was on duty when the Roswen dews was 
sc m there m Juiv, 1947. He was told that he was to tenon to General Ranter s office to 
view tne material. In a signed, swore stat e m e n t (Atch 301 Newton related that. ~l 
waiked into the Generai’s office wnere tttis suoposea flying saucer was ivtng ail over tne 
floor ^s soon as I saw u. I giggled ana asiced if that was nte dying sauc e r ..-: told them 
that inis was a balloon ana a RAWIN target..." Newton also statea that . wnue I was 
exa mining the debris. Major Marca was picking up pieces ot the target socss ana trying 
to convince me that some notanons on the sucks were aiien writings. there were ngures 
on the lavender or pink in color, appeared to be weather radea manongs. with no 
rhyme or reason tstc). He did not convince me that these were aiien wmmgs. Newton 
concluded his statement by rearing that ."..During the ensuing yean I have oeen 
interviewed by many authors. I have oeen quoted and misquoted. The rams rema in as 

above. I was not mfhienrea during the ongntai interview, nortodav, to prevme 

anything but what I know to be true, that is. the material I saw m General Ramey s office 

was the ox i balloon and a RAWIN target. 


Balloon Researcn _ .... . 

The onginai irom GAO notea dial the searen for mionnanon manned weainer 

balloons." Comments about balloons and safety reports have already been mane, however 
the SAF/AAZ resenrch efforts aiso ionised on reviewing hi st o r ical records involving 
balloons. s ir™» among other reasons, that was wnat was omdaiiy claimed by the AAF to 
have been found and recovered in 1947. 

As eanv as February 2S. 1994, the aAZD reseanm team found references to ballo on tests 
taking piace at Alamogordo AAF (now Holloman APB) and White Sands during June and 
July 1947, t e sting “constant ievri b a llo ons " and a New York Universxry (NYUVWatson 
r abs emn t that used “...meteorological devices ... susoected for detecting shock 
generated by Soviet nuclear explosions"-* possible indxcanon of a cover story associated 
with the NYU balloon project. Subsequently, a i946 KQ AMC memor anaum wo 
sumced. describing the constant altitude balloon project and spe ed ed that the stdennnc 
data be ciassmed TOP SECRET Prionry 1 A. Its name was Project Mogul (Atch 19). 
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Proiea Mogul was a “ BMensmvc ' cagm “ Cold War nenoo am 

dtestamofSovamtcmawc^re®^ 

,hrrc wm cnncentwimm xne US gavcnmgg anour ™ J 

Government sougnr to oevnoo a long range °“““T D0Sea to General Spaas m 

range, oaiioon-oonm. iow sahnion jannospnenc 

1945 by Dr. Maurice rwmg or Cohan Mcanvas 1900). 

duenag of low neouency pressure waves nad been auuiea es eany 

^ pa „ of the reaearen into this matter. AAffl SSS aiso 
onginai stutiy papas and reports of the living. These 

revested that some of the mntvuiuais R«arch. Dr. Atheistaa 

persons manned the NYU a^rTS^^tarv Project 

F. Soiihaui the Protect tnsmeer. Pnnessor Charles B. Moore 

Officer. Colonei Albert C. Tnkowsid . 

All of these oersons were suoseouemiv ,^20-22. Additionaiiv. 

-.nesr acnvtnea. A copy or theses statements ^ mr - m n C d leaummem^ 

iranscnms of the interview wnn Moore ana These interviews confirmed 

malfunctioned dunng the interview or ™ was 

:hst Protect Mogul was a comnartmemeo. sensitive eno . uut would 

“onsible for oevooomg constant levo balloons ana ^ 

Son at speoued Rhodes <*» others of the 

sr .?- 1 ** 

3SSU on to »™l B»ta» M“» SSSST 

commutations of neoorene balloons; development ot balm Watson Lab 

Atch 25 V. automatic baliast systems: ano use of Naval sinoouoys tas the u savice 
secusaeu sensors had not yet arrived). They aiso ii T ^2^!^ fot!the r , " K ^ 
These ‘service flights” were not 

T^hoeal Repora genereted as a restitt of the «raaotera^ 

‘ 1 to Proton- Moore, the “semen flight* were composeo M Bauo 

rcnectors and payioads sp ecm eall y designed to tea acoustic «““*<* ^ expendafaie 

sonoouoysand^e btff^a^n^L^is to 

acknowledged. The NYU balloon flights were ustea seouennaily m then reports 
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A B, l.i.bJ.S.lU ...) yet gaps tnao u* * ,.,. nnrr =. 

Professor Moore mdicsiea that tnese gaps woe me umoggnu semcewsna. 

Professor Moore, tnc on-scene Project Engineer, 
tamsefens. He recalled that nmarxargas were used for 

did noi nave ail the necessary eqmpmgn when tBg yms a rnveaa . 

theeany devoopmemai 

These saigas w« mane up of alummum “fijiT or mMaocett paper. ^ ^ 

.^WwMainan ^ tteHjpt’ glue to emana rear auraminy, acrmeanfl/’oraadi 

rag n TBnga p e . ang i e strand and braided nylon twine. 

n^ .faiMredectnrsoniawagsimiiarmconsanainntoa ooxiggtsee pnotogupia. 
s.rh ?fiV Some ofthese targets woe aiso assembled wnnpurpnsh-puuc 

symbols on. ii (see drzwing by Moore with Atch 21). 

Accommg to the iog summary (Atch 27 ) of the NYU group. Flight 
(Novemrw 20. 1946- July 2. 1947) were mane witn neoprene ni eteorotoB iai bal loMst 
ooposed to the later dights mane with polyethylene balloons). Pi ofesscr Moore 

thzt^e nenorene balloons were susceptible m degradatimmTCJUMsntniramg noma 

ouucv wiute to a oark brown. He aesenoea turning remams ot balloon uamswim 

reneoors ana pavioads that had landed in the oessc the rupmrea mm sfaremed n*prene 
would “almost look like bark gray or biack flakes or ashes ana em osure totM 
onrv a tew bavs. The piasoaaers and anmnddana m the 

aaid odor and the balloon material and radar targe materni womd be » «“"» 
Mooreonined that the material was most likely the 

balloon tram with multiple ranar reflectors. Tim matertai am a^to bo x, desen oed ^ 
Cavin. was. m Moore s saendfic opinion. most probably from flight 4. a sevi 

-ji z cyiindricai metal sonoouov and ooroons of a weatner monument nousea m 

a oox- wibch was uniike typical weatner raoiosonoes widen were mane ot earoooara. 
Additionaiiv, a copy of a professional journal mannam ed at the time oy AJ>. Cray, 
provided to the Air Force oy his widow, showed that FSgfai 4 waslau nrxreon rime . 

1947 but was not recovered by the NYU group. It is very proba ble that this T OP__ 
SECRET project balloon min .Flight 4), none up of undasaned components: on in 
rest some times northwest of Roswell NM. became shredded m the sunace wmds and ws 
ultimately found bv the rancher. Brazel ten days lata. Tins possudhiy was sunpor^by 
the ooservanons of Lt Col Cavnt (Atch 17-18), the only iivmg 

debris field and the material found. Lt Col Cavht described a small ™ 

appeared, “to resemble bamboo type spuare snria one quarmr to onebaif men 

tight. as well as some son of metallic reflecting mama! that ** 

.. I rnnstmerrccogmziiig this material as being consistent with a weather oafloon. 

Consenting the inrdal announcement. “RAAF Captures Flying Disc.” roeareh fidted to 
locate any tiocumentea eviaence as to wny that statemem was inane. However, on Juiy 
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10. 1947. following me ruunev ores con®®-. stssasK loe3aBa - 

wnn ohotoiznmss demnwaraung tnmnmc oaiioons _ 

zruas wnn dhowbsw» . : a a c Proressor Moore cxcrcssec 

aneNVOgniiaopemeommiuAliinogmwA^ Hesmea_“It 

surmise seemg xms smee as. was me oay Da ^° n '“^ nea „ work with 
appears that there was some type or umnreua rn0 ^ m Go- ^«ey wu 

MoguL" Although the Au Force <ua ^ nave none so 

directed to espouse a wanner oaiioon a as press comerenefc wde&ea mss nom* ctu 
because he was ehhs aware of Proiea Mogul ana _"** tisea. on the idonmeauon u cair 

h enadilyp«*s e * v *^tiieinaieniU)beaweBineroatoonWM^^K®^_ 

his weaxner officer. Irving f Newton. In eaner i ^f^^J^S^ose was 
July, 1947 . were not rearniv the press dropped - 

speoai) ana the reeoverea tw «tsea ™ B "^^faae would be no 
its imaest in the matter as puiady as tney nad jumpea on n. „ 

p JZS rsam to farther oocumeg what quickly became a non-event. 

_ ■ __** wnfa Colonel Trakowsici ( Aten 23-24) also proved valuable inronnffion. 

The interview wnn -_uiu^ : doomed how me security tor 

Trakowsd provioea soeanc aerziisonProi^ Mogui^^ Qffictr fe 

of the onguiai ranar targets that were proouced 
^ W- n were fabricaiea by toy 
nureiish-oinx tape with flower and heart symoots on it. Trahow 
ermvemnon that he had with his nieno. ann suoenor nmitaryroffii»m 

•• Duff/ called me on the teienbone com Wngnt F.dd ann gave 

He just said *it sure looks like some or the stuff you vs0 «“®r! ^ 
and hedesamed it and I said ‘yes. I think it is. ' 

ai:out ranar target, radiosonaes. oailoon-oome wearner Devices. 

-n-rwitar wnn all that apparatus. ' 

Attempts were mane to .ocate Colonel Duff/ but it was 

w,aiow exniained that aithougn he had amassea a large amount of personal apera 

tc his Air Force aorvities. she had recently disposed of' had a number of 
u^med that A-P Crarv vm also acaasca: however his survrvmg spouse ■, 

L paner, uom his balloon tesrmg davs. mduding his oro^ijomnal *£*£?* 

eenerated bv the recovery of a Proiea Mogul balloon new*. ^ ^ 

rbM ies B. Moore. Robert Todd, and coin cinrma ll y . Kart PBoac. 
who is married to a staffer wno worxs for Congressman Scbiff Someot ese . 
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provi ded as to wnere Qo rnHiHifnnnn zmsnt oc lw F, !T 

higpnea tad itoncs. A review ofrrecaom of Innsmsucn Act (70IA) reanesu revewea 
that Kobm Todd, paroniiariy, nan be come aware of Project Mogul s Avto i yea n ago an a 
had doggedly obtained from tne Air Force, ihrcugn die FOIA- * la rge ai noum oi matmat 
penammg to it: iong oenare tne AAZD researmers maeoamaaiy sazra an tne same 
possibility. 


Most inxcrsmciy, as this rroon was being wnttns. Pfioot pnr" *"” 1 dis own^i^ofl of 

this matter unda the auspices of FUFOR. enittied*ltQSwedm?erepeaive 

Pflocx. conauded from nis i essayed that xne finza Ranca debris ongmaiiv renonea as a 
“fryin g qisc 71 wit enraabiy debris from a Mogul ba ll oon : however. .the re wa ia 

rtvxt n rmr rM noi ur sway, that caused an aiien am to OTSnaaa 

that the AAF sunseauaniv recovered three aiien bodies tnei«nni. Air Force resesren did 

not locate any "«'n r m, r,nn to corroborate that tins incredible comcinence ocatrrea. 
however. 


In orcer to orovibe a more needed discusson of the soeemes of Proiea Mo^n ana how 
it aopeaieo to be oirecav resoonsbie for the "Roswed InesbeaL ’ a SAF/AAZD researase 
preoareo a more c eatied discusson on tne oaiioon oroiea wnicb is aopenoea to inis 
report as Atcb 32. 


In the anemot to develop additional info rmati o n that ccuid help rrniam this matter, a 
number of other stew were taxen_ First, assmance was remiesied from vanous musoims 
ana other arcavest AlchlS) to obtam inmrmanon and/or examples of the aoua^aito 
and radar targets used in connection with Projea Mogui and to correlate them withthe 
vanous cesmniions. of wreckage and materials recovered. The bhieormrs for the ruot 
Balloon Target ML307C/AP Assembly” (g e n en caiiv, the raoar target assembh) were 
located at die Army Signal Corps M u s eum at Fon Monmouth and obtamea. ; ^ copy is 
appmaea as Aten 23. This oiueonnt orovides uie soccmccuor. for the feii maienai. tace. 
world. eve«s. ana smng used and the assemoiy insrrnaions tnereto. An aauci device 
was *'* n ootained ter sruav with the assistance of Professor Moore. (The «ampie 
acn-jiiv procured was a 1953-nanuncnaea mood “C" as compared to the Modd B 
which was muse in 1947. Professor Moore raatea the diflhrmccs were mmoi i. An 
eanan anon of this device revealed it to be sunmy made of aiumnxmn-coiored toii-iike 
material over a stronger paper-iike maienaL attached to balsa wood shoes, amxea with 
tape, giuc. and twine. When ooened. the device appears as demoted in Atch 3 . 
(conte mporary photo) and Aich 25 (1947 phota in a “balloon tramT When widen, the 
device is in a senes of triangles, the largest being four fes by two feet ten i nche s. The 
tnangie ^^rinn measures two tea by two tea ten inches (Compare with 
de sen p n ons provided by Lt Col Cavitt and others, as wdi as photos of wreckage). 

Arirtt ri nrt,l **y . r ^g g u i^h grs obtained from the Archives of the University oi Texas- 
Ariington tUTA). a sa of onsrnai (i.e. hrst ge neration ) prints of the photograpns taken a 
nv the Fon Worth 5 tar- Telegram, that demeted Rainey and Marca wun the 
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'-axns tana a set of nrs zzbbsbbz bsl. -a too 

i-reoase. aose jrvrew °r tr 3105 „ - nggV anom. . ,r=a innouan 

^ jnsemiggi v ootaaea com u i A) revesiea several - .^rr-pg sad ha canto asm 

siim— _■ .. _______ Move. Mares aueseaivsmea“ 3IDSB " 

ji some ot die uteramre eata aaove. **«= ranovea ana tne weamsr 

.* nnttS -r=i i^nTiccninansoa jnowi tnattne same wrecoss 

aaiioon wieocaae sunsoortea :or il. t camoansra oaa cim dai ins maimzi 

jjpeajea is xhepnotoso: Marcs ana Raniev. . 1 ___ _ lgga meBi with amaavn 

was rvnig on wnar ^ ^oos two photos of Ramev 

eccerm of cw ass Porter, -novt ■ mitWcygM pqgggg rouia be secs- 

hehaaain«ofpapmi^^^^^ nroonM ^. Xa anancm io 
!“■ coaid shm aov tunhrr agar on u,™ ooaaaan remm 

•o tins mans. the pnoto w»i sm - .,,ininnn wss also toed to 

siinseausa ohrao saerereiaiiaxi ana -fj^flawered ume tor “hieroBypmes. 

ss unngg the o i giiitt fl onoios loraav ^ og to some of the persons 

aeoencing on the ootni or viewi that _ vVonn. This or nni radon recoitea 

■w„o coserveo the wreckage pnor to a gcoma 10 * ^ of j^anxciesi aura to 
: n iuiv 20. 1994. that even sum =:cm=i^aono»s w rae Mie t0 oocun 

visualize etner ot the ggaiis »ugm xor mammea ov an 

rr.easurnness irem ine snati ne useo. Toe results o: tras 

• MSWW “ Snc W wun a remence uiagram ana the pnoto man wm=n 

AH thraenteasureimrasareconnmihie witn the .ooaen 

[juicnais used in the radar target previously aescnoed. 

CONCLUSION 

■ ., — ... or aeveioo anv tnfbrniaiion that the Roswetl 

SSI m— 

“Si-”:* ^r”r 

P"!“™ 

indicate in onxcai pre-ptanziea . . • - ^ nr the wreoaoe as oemg pan 

wnich uiiimatny naopeneo. It appears was oasca ontnc 

faafout w camBaamai bOTwn Mogul bMoooa sub no«Bi wMina 
a ccuoie of w mn 

no inoicadon in oaaai records com the paiod that th ggvnis 

St^ooclonai or semntv acavttv wnnai snouid have oeen generatearf 
hH *“ *5Sa«» of materais ana/or oeraons from anotner wono. The 

for tnat matter, aid not nave the caoaniiitv to nmoiv 



seanw. recover, csaramae. cover-tio. ann ouiauv m i \ a a ■ c ■ ! ^°^ 

ivere. T>.e caan as tnev ms so which ichbii even a uaic an at a suassress --- 

traai for *7 years is lnumibie. 

•; snouia also oe notes here Bon was uoc sreanoaen i n tin re= m^^'^= 
r-coverv of ifce so-caiied “shea oomes.- Tills is for severeness^: r.rsL u- rnrevra 

amffflgtnggaavcsasto wniL now many, anawnctsuca gymnv 

recovered Addaionaiiy, some of to cmms huve 

omer iirO resssxnjsre. Ttetihr, wnen: «ca: mama sre mane. 

oingrwoeoonoi'wiigtooepa°igiy>o g gmea - 

' ^SSZTson of remnunan cannot oetsrenmnot^^^ 
that noooav has been snown to nave men. msaopesreo or u ^ w ufc8Ug ” 
of the sovernment ounnn the last 47 veaisL Fourm. nrenv or “ 

oinsest conns of “alien boaies" maxe thesr living com tne “Roswed Iac ^ ^ 
-jtvtne a co^tsimi interest m sometmnz ooes not ampmancaav naxe n su sn«. s m b 
roue aaeestnut questions reiaiea to amnesncg y. Suca s eao» sn ouin b^-xogasea to 

mot soeananon. oirerere to tire sovtnnam ^ orevtoeah 

o-ais ano evtoence to suopon men aanns unmeet taa-unam? ts wnat is 
j/amea. Lasav. persons wno nave come torwara ana provided thar names a nana ae^ 
^av nave, in good faith but in tne “fog of tune.’ ™erererea 
review of Air Force resong did not locate even one preen ot cvmBa sto^ 
jjf Fore= hzs had any pan m an “alien" boay recoveiy operennn or conmnnag cover-up. 

Dunns me course of this tm tne Air Force has iceorin oosetcucnwtth tte GJgaaa 
--soonoeo to their vanous cuer.es ana reouests for ustman ee. This report - 
a „ onciai resoonse to tne GAO. ana to aoosneat the consioennre enon aoabjr 

. . thssr rtoi I: :s anncesiea that xss ttar wit reauesi a cony or to 

fcniiuiaie tne tcnnai reson of then eimns. it is reoonmitsaea 
serve as tne hnai Air Force reoan reatea to tire Aosweu matter. tortneuAU. 

■ zt anv otner inouiries. 
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; . WatfiTHgipn Post Article. ,l 
January i4. 1994 
Z. GAO Memo. February if. 
3. DoD/IG Memo, February 
- SAF/FM Memo. Februar/ 


GAO Tuns 10 Alien i un in New Probe. * 

1994 

23. 1994 

24. 1994 w/Indorsemenr 



:\ SAF/AAMema Marcn i. 1994. w/ Marcn 16. 1994 Aoanmum 

6 . AF/IN Memo. Marcn 14. 1994 

7. AF/SE Memo. March 14, 1994 

8. SAF/AQL Memo. Marta 22. 1994 

9. AFDCOWP Memo. Mara: 9, 1994 

10. SAF/AAI Memo. Marcn 10. 1994 

11. AFERA/CC Memo. Marcn 8. 1994 

12. AFOSI/HO Memo. May 11. 1994 

13. T : rr nf T n rjinnm anti Regards Searcsgd 

14. HQ AAF "Issuance of Orders.” June 6, 1947 

15. Copy of Vandenberg s Ap pomnn e ar Book ana Diary. July 7-9. 1947 

16. Juiy 9. 1947 Photos of Balloon Wreacage, Ft Worth Star Telggam 

17. Signed Sworn Statement of Cavirt. May 24, 1994 

18. Transcnpr of Cavxn interview. May 24. 1994 

19. Leaer. July 8. 1946, Project Mogui 

20. Signed Swom Statement of Spiihaus. iunei. 1994 
Z\. Signea Sworn S tate ment of Moore. June 8. 1994 

12. Siznea Sworn Statement of Trakowsid. June 29. 1994 
Z2. Transaipt of inter view with Moore. June 8. 1994 
74. Transcrint of Inter view with Trakowsid. June 29. 199^ 

.25. Illustration of Protect Mogul “Balloon Trains ’ 

26. Two Photos of Project Mogui “Balloon Trains’’ 

27. Log S u mmar y, NYU Constant Level Balloon Flights 

28. List of Museums Contacted 

29. Copy of Bluenrmt for “Pilot Balloon Target, ML-307C/AP Assembly 

30. Siznea Swcm Statement of Newton. July 21. 1994 

1 1 . Photos of ML-307C/AP Device. With Vintage Neop rene Balloon and Debris 
32. Synopsis of Balloon Research Findings by ILT James McAndrrw 
:3. “Mensuration Working Finer. ’’ With Drawing and Phcto 
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THAT THFY WAD SFFN ^TR-ftNCF OBJECTS T N THF SKY- SOMF REPORTED 
* KIND OF RIRn-LTKF ORJFCT If Wit .F OTHERS PE PD RTF IV A HELICOPTER 
UiTTW A I THHT OK. THFRF UFRF WO HFLICP P TERS AIRBORNE AT THAT 
TT«*F «. J 

AFTER- Hr TOLtl TJf CITI7FN TT .PAS ONLY 
STARS. AND HAO TALK Fn TO MEHR AS A 0 TOWER HF PFCI.DFO TO LOOK FOR 
HTMSFLF. HF WOTTCFn AN ORJFCT IN THF SKY SIMILAR TO A STAR 

rigger a wn brighter. hf DEcmm to scpamblf am f-a from 

SHAHPOKKT AFB TO T NV FS TT G A TF . 

R. ATTUMl HRS ON THF 1BTH THF F-* TOOK OFF •AND PROCFFnm 
70 A POINT ABOUT ftn KW NORTH OF TFHPAN* DIF 70 ITS- BRILLIANCE 
THF' OR.JF CT UAS FASTLY VtSIBLF FROM 7f) MTLFS AUAY. 

AS THF F-ti APPROACHED A PANGF OF- 25 N* HE LOST. ALL TK5TRIIMFNTA Tit) K 
AND COMMUNTCATTONS OIHF ANO INTERCOMS HF RPQKF OFF ’THF 
-TNT r RCTFPT ANO HFAnFD RACK TO SHAWROKHI. UHFN T.HFF-4 TURNED 
j AUAY FROM THF ORJFCT ANO A °P ARF NTL Y UA S NO L ONG£R A THRFAT 
TO IT THF ATR CRAFT REG AT LTD ALL INSTRUMENTATION AND COM- 
MUNICATIONS^ AT..*niAR HRS A SECOND F-A UAS L A IIWCHEO. -THE 
BACKSFATFR ACOUTRFn A RADAR LOCK ON AT 2 7 KM • 12 C*CLOCK 
HT^m POSTTTON L'TTH THE VC *R ATE OF C LO SURF > AT 150 NKPH. . 

;A HF PANGF OFCRFASED TO -75 NK THF OBJECT MOVED AWAY AT- A 
SP. rT) THAT UAS VISTHLE ON THE RADAR SCOPE AND STAYED At 2SNH. 

•C. THF *S T7E' OF THF RADAR RETURN WAS* COMP AR ARL E TO -THAT OF 
A 7n7 TANKFR. THF VISUAL ST 7 F OF THF ORJFCT UAS DIFFICULT 
TO -DISCERN BFCAttSF OF ITS INTENSE -BRILLIANCE. THE 
LIGHT THAT *TT GAVE OFF UAS THAT OF FLASHING’ STROBE LIGHTS 
ARRANGED IN A RFCT ANGOLA R PATTFRK AND ALTERNATING BLUE* GREEN. 

RED AND ORANGE TN COLOR- THE SEQUENCE OE -THF LIGHTS -PAS SO 
FAST THAT ALL THE COLORS COULD BE SEFN AT OM CF - THF ORJFCT 
ANn THF PURSUING F— ft CONTINUED ON' A COURSE TO THE SOUTH *0F 
7FHRAN UHFN* .A NOT HF P BRIGHTLY LIGHTED OBJECT. ESTIMATED TO RE 
ONE HALF TO ONE THIRD THE APPARENT SI7F OF THE MOON* CAME 
OUT OF THF ORIGINAL ORJFCT- THIS- SECOND OBJECT HEADED STRAIGHT 
T GUARD THF F— ft AT A VERY FAST RATE OF SPEED. THE PILOT 
ATTEMPTED TD FIRE AN AIM— 9 MISSILE AT THF OBJECT BUT* AT • THAT. 
INSTANT HTS WEAPONS CONTROL PANEL -WENT OFF AND HE LOST ALL 
COMMUNICATIONS M1HF.AND INTERPHONE)- AT THIS POINT THE* PILOT* 
T-WTTIATFn A TURN AND NFGATIVF G -DIVE TO GET AUAY. -AS* HF 
TURNED THF 0BJEA7 FFLL IN TRAIL .AT UHA T • APPF AR ED TO BE ABOUT 
3-ft NH. AR HE -CONTINUED IN. HTS TURN AUAY. FROM THE PRIHARY 
OBJFCT THF SECOND OBJECT WENT. TO THE INSIDE OF HIS- TURN THEN 
RETURNED 7 0 THE PRIMARY OBJECT FOR A PERFECT REJOIN. 


SHORTLY AFTER THE SECOND ORJECT JOTNEn UP WITH THE 
=>, ARY OBJECT ANOTHER ORJFCT APPEARED TO COME OUT OF THF 
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OTHER STDF OF THF PP7«tPT OBJECT GOT NG STRAIGHT DDVK-AT A 1 
(^PFAT RATE OF SPFFn. THF F — u CREW HA 0 PF GA IN f 0 ^OMMUNT CATIONS 
• NO THF UFA°ONS CONTROL PA NFL AND WATCHED THF OBJECT APPROACH 
THF GROUND ANTICIPATING A L A RGF EXPL0S70N. THIS ORJFCT APPFARED 
7X1 COM F TO PFST GENTLY ON THF EARTH AMO CAST A VCPT BRIGHT 
LIGHT OVER AN APFA OF ABOUT 7-3 KILOMETERS. 

THF CRFU X7FSCFN0rn FROM THFT R ALT ITU CF OF 2SK TO. 1 5 H AND 
CONjINtJFn TO ORSFPVF A NO MARK -T HF OR JE CT *S p OSITION. THFY 
HAD SOME T>TFF T D1LT Y TN ADJUSTING THF IR NIGHT VISIRILIT Y FOR . 

landing so aft fp orbiting hehr a RA n a feu tt*es they -vent out 

FOR A STRAIGHT in LANDING. THF R F WAS A LOT OF IN7ERFFR FNCF 
frW4Hr WHF AMO EACH TI HF THFY PASSFO THROUGH A HAG. BFARIWG 
OF TSn OFGRFF FROM FHRABAO THFY LOST THEIR COMMUNICATIONS * I UHF 
ANO INTER RHONE) ANn THE INS FLUCTUATFn FPOM 30 DEGREES- 50 OFKREES. 
-THF- ONF CTVTL ATRLTNFR THAT WAS APPROACHING MEHRABAD OUP INK 'THIS 
SAME TIMF FtPFPTENCFD COMMUNICATIONS FAILURE IN ;THF SAME 
VICINITY 4 . KILO 7ULtll RUT 010 NOT REPORT SEFTNG ANYTHING. 

! WHILE THE P-ft'uASnN A LONG /TN AL APPROACH T Hv CRFU tUTTCFD 
ANOTHER CYLINDER SHAPFO ORJFCT f ABOUT THF ST7E OF A T— RIRO 
j 7 PM.) UITH RP-T OH T STFAHY LIGHTS ON EACH FNn A NO A FLASHER • • 

! . he MTnnr.F. vwfn ouerifo the toufr statfo there vas no * - 

ijOi^P KNflVN TRAFFIC IN THF AREA.. DUPING THF TIME THAT THE 
•’object PASSED OVFR THE F-ft THF TOWER T3in NOT HAVE A. VISUAL* * . 

! ON TT RUt PTCXFO IT HR AFTER THE PILOT TOLO THEM TO LOOK 
| RFTUFE-N THE MOUNTAINS and THE REFINERY. 

I C- miafKK ‘DAYLIGHT THF. F-* CR FW WAS TAKEN OUT TO THE 
I AREA TN A HFL’-ICOPTFR WHERE THE OBJECT APPARENTLY- HAD. LANOFD. 

! NOTHING -WAS N OTT crri - AT TrHE SPOT V HFP F .TK EY T HOUGHT THE OBJECT 
| LANOFD ( A DRY LAXF RED 5 RUT AS THEY CIRCLE 17 OFF TO- THE '■ 

! WEST* OF THF AREA THEY PICKED UP A VERY NOTTCEABLE BEEPER 
SIGNAL. A’T* ‘THE POINT WHERE THE RETURN * WAS THE LOUOFST : UAS 
A> SHALL HOUSE WITH A GARDEN. THEY LANDFO ANn ASKED THE PEOPLE 
WITHIN TF THEY HAD NOTICED ANYTHING STRANGF LAST NIGHT. -THE '* 

RjFOPLE TA12KFD ABOUT A LOUD N-OTSE AND A VERY BRIGHT LIGHT 

L IK F LIGHTENING- THE ‘ A IR CR AF T A ND AREA WHF RF. THE ORJFCT IS. j. 

BFLWFVFI7 VO -HA£F landed are being chfcked for POSSIBLE .radiation. ; i 


j _ MORE information will BE 

fVjr uARnrn when it rfcdmes avatlablf.. 
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IUASA 

Material Aeronautics and 
ipace Acrnrietraiion 

INFORMATION SHEET Prepared by: 

Number 78-1 LFF-3/Public Services Branch 

Office of External Relations 
NASA Headquarters 
Washington, DC 20546 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

The information contained here has been compiled to respond 
to queries on Unidentified Flying Objects directed to the White 
House as well as NASA. 

NASA is the focal point for answering public inquiries to 
the White House relating to UFOs. NASA is not engaged in a re- 
search program involving these phenomena , nor is any other govern- 
ment agency. 

BACKGROUND 

In July of 1977, Dr. Frank Press, Director of Science and 
Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President, wrote to 
Dr. Robert A. Frosch, the NASA Administrator, suggesting NASA 
should answer all UFO-related mail and also to consider whether 
NASA should conduct an active research program on UFOs. In a 
letter dated December 21, 1977, Dr. Frosch agreed that NASA will 
continue to respond to UFO-related mail as it has in the past 
and, if a new element of hard evidence that UFOs exist is brought 
to NASA's attention from a credible source, NASA will analyze the 
unexplained organic or inorganic sample and report its findings. 
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As a result of these investigations and studies, and ex- 
perience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 
conclusions of the Air Force were: (1) no UFO reported, investi- 

gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 
indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has 
been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force 
that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent 
technological developments or principles beyond the range of 
present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no 
evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 
are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and controlling the program for investi- 
gating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation has been permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives 
and Records Service, 8th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20408, and is available for public review and 
’.analysis. Those wishing to review this material may obtain a 
researcher's permit from the National Archives and Record 


Service . 
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Quoting from Dr. Frosch's December 21 letter: "...If some 

new element of hard evidence is brought to our attention in the 
future , it would be entirely appropriate for a NASA laboratory to 
analyze and report upon an otherwise unexplained organic or 
inorganic sample; we stand ready to respond to any bona fide 
physical evidence from credible sources. We intend to leave the 
door clearly open for such a possibility. 

"We have given considerable thought to the question of what 
else the -United States might and should do in the area of UFO 
research. There is an absence of tangible or physical evidence 
available for thorough laboratory analysis. And, because of 
the absence of such evidence, we have not been able to devise a 
sound scientific procedure for investigating these phenomena. 

To proceed on a research task without a sound disciplinary 
framework and an exploratory technique in mind would be wasteful 
and probably unproductive. 

"I do not feel that we could mount a research effort with- 
out a better starting point than we have been able to identify 
thus far. I would therefore propose that NASA. take no steps to 
establish research in this area or to convene a symposium on 
this subject. 
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Also available: 

Scienti fic Study of Unidentified riving Objects. Condon 
Report study conducted by the University of Colorado under con- 
tract F44620-76-C-0035. Three volumes, l,465p. 68. plates. Photo- 
duplicated hard copies of the official report may be ordered for 
$6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 680:975, AD 680:976, 
and AD 680:977, from the National Technical Information Service, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, VA 22151. 

Review of University of Colorado Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel of the National 
A.caaemy of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. 
Photoduplicated hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541 
from the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Springfield, VA 22151. 


NASA is aware of the many UFO reports made in recent years. 
However , the majority of inquiries to NASA concerning UFO sight- 
ings address themselves to the reported sightings by astronauts 
during Earth orbital and lunar missions and the report by 
President Carter while serving as Governor of Georgia. 



UFO UPDATE 


By James Oberg 


F riction between science and fly- 
ing saucers has generated a bliz- 
zard of sparks over the years. 

The sides are well defined: Establishment 
scientists traditionally dismiss UFO data 
as fanciful fiction, while UFO enthusiasts 
portray themselves as outcast Galileos, 
prophets of a new scientific revolution. 

Advocates of Unidentified Flying Ob- 
jects insist that they are onto some extraor- 
dinary pnenomenon unaccountable by 
contemporary science. The favorite theory 
involves alien spacecraft, but growing 
splinter groups promote various psychic, 
interdimensional. cross-temporal, con- 
spiratorial. or even more bizarre hy- 
potheses. Whatever it is. UFO enthusiasts 
assert, the confirmation of extraterrestrial 
ngs could be a key to the next great 
akthrough in human knowledge. 

Few could argue such a premise. 

Early in 1977, the wire services reported 
that astronomers now favor scientific stud- 
ies of UFOs. According to The New York 
Times, ‘unidentified flying objects should 
be investigated further, a majority of 
trained astronomical observers said in a 
survey disclosed recently.' 

Closer analysis snowed that the private 
pro-UFO survey actually meant that only 
one-auarter of those polled responded 
tnat UFOs ‘certainty’ or ‘probably* de- 
served study, with a few more agreeing 


that they ‘possibly* deserved study. More 
to the point, only one-quarter of 1 percent 
of the astronomers thougnt that UFOs 
were important enougn to warrant their 
personal attention. 

But the poll did nevertheless seem to 
bestow some measure of scientific re- 
spectability to this topic, previously ranked 
among the lunatic fringe. The poll was 
symptomatic of the changing image of 
UFOs, and the new status of UFO re- 
searchers. 

After three decades of exuberant if ama- 
teunsh fieldwork, furious propagandizing, 
and aimless theonzmg, a number of UFO 
groups have finally begun to play the 
game using rules of science. Accepting 
the burden of proof, they have mounted an 
impressive scientific program designed to 
demonstrate, finally, that UFOs exist. 

On a dark hillside in Texas, white- 
uniformed men monitor a battery of instal- 
ments. hoping to catch and record the 
subtle physical effects alleged to accom- 
pany UFO visitations. In photographic 
laboratones across the country, data pro- 
cessing specialists analyze computerized 
images of alleged UFO photographs, 
seeking evidence of forgery and potentiaf 
proof of authenticity. A computenzed data 
base in Chicago prints out pattern analy- 
ses of UFO sightings, seeking a signal 
behind the noise of thousands of annual 


reports. Pieces of metal picked up near 
alleged landing’sites undergo spectro- 
scopic examination in well-equipped 
laboratones. 

These are the techniques of science, 
applied to a subject long regarded as be- 
yond the fringes of science. But these are 
(he techniques that will produce proof, if 
proof is possible. 

Standards are. now tighter and the 
experience of UFO investigators greater, 
so that many 'unknowns* have dimin- 
ished. More and more cases have been 
solved, but always a traction remain un- 
solved, unexplained, unidentified. This 
residue of unknowns is the basis for UFO 
enthusiasts' hope. Skeptics disagree, 
saying that inherent limitations in human 
perception, memory, and knowledge will 
always introduce a small artificial residue 
of unknowns. 

So what kind of data will stand up to sci- 
entific standards, not as a leftover residue 
of mysteries, but as a definitive list of re- 
corded events? 

Laying aside the possibilities that alien 
ambassadors will land at the White House 
or that the tabled ’secret captured flying 
saucer* will ever be rescued from alleged 
governmental oblivion, hard evidence for 
the reality and respectability of UFOs must 
come from laboratories now engaged in 
scientific research. 

The “Project Starlight International* 
team, privately but generously funded by 
some Texas millionaires, nas assembled 
an array of instruments that could produce 
incontrovertible evidence. They have cam- 
eras. radar, spectrometers, magnetome- 
ters, radiation sensors, gravitometers. and 
a small laser beam to communicate with 
extraterrestrials should they happen by. 

The Starlight UFO trap has now been in 
full operation tor nearly three years. New 
equipment continues to be added, includ- 
ing a radar set and computenzed alert 
system that automatically telephones vol- 
unteer skywatcners in the vicinity of a 
computed UFO position. The system 
works well in drills — but nothing substan- 
tive has resulted. 

The most exciting recent events have 
dealt with a fierce wood tick infestation on 



Spectacular giowmg UFO was pnotograpned from a Concorde during 1973 so/ar eclipse. 
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n I wish in no way to indicate that NASA has come to any 
conclusion about these phenomena as such; institutionally, we 
retain an open mind, a keen sense of scientific curiosity and a 
w il^^ n 9’ ness to analyze technical problems within our competence. " 


Reports of unidentified objects entering United States air 
space are of interest to the military as a regular part of 
defense surveillance. Beyond that, the U.S. Air Force no longer 
investigates reports of UFO sightings. 

This was not always the case. On December 17, 1969, the 
Secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of Project 
Blue Book, the Air Force program, for UFO investigation started 
in 1947. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations, the USAF 
said, was based on: (1) an evaluation of a report (often called 

the Condon Report) prepared by the University of Colorado and 
'.entitled ’'Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" (2) 
a review of the University of Colorado report by the National 
Academy of Sciences; (3) past UFO studies; and (4) Air Force 
experience investigating UFO reports for two decades. 


6 


During several space missions NASA astronauts reported 
phenomena not immediately explainable. However, in every 
instance NASA satisfied itself that what had been observed was 
nothing which could be termed abnormal in the space environment, 
-he ai. to ground tapes of all manned missions are available 
at the Johnson Space Center, Houston, for review by the serious 
researcher. 

On October 12, 1973, while serving as Governor of Georgia, 
Mr. Carter responded to inquiries from the National Investiga- 
tions Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) saying that he had 
seen a bright, moving object in the sky over Leary, Georgia, in 
October of 1969. He said the object was visible for 10 to 12 
mutes and, at one point, shone as brightly as the Moon. The 
regional NICAP representative investigated the sighting and 
reported there was no evidence to support anything beyond placing 
what Mr. carter saw in NICAP ' s "unidentified" category.. However, 
it has been suggested by some students of aerial phenomena that 
Mr. Carter may have viewed the Planet Venus which, at certain 

times, may appear many times brighter than a star of the first- 
magnitude . 

Since NASA is not engaged in day-to-day DFO research, it 
’does not review UFO-related articles intended for publication, 
evaluate UFO-type spacecraft drawings or accept accounts of 
UFO sightings or applications for employment in the field of 
’.rial phenomena investigation. All such material will be 
returned with NASA's thanks to the sender. 


A number of universities and scientific organizations have 
considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. 
In addition, a number of private domestic and foreign groups 
continue to review UFO sighting reports actively. Some of these 
organizations are: 


(1) National Investigations Committee on 

Aerial Phenomena 
John L. Acuff, Director 
Suite 23 

3535 University Boulevard, West 
Kensington, MD 20795 
(301) 949-1267 

(2) The Committee for the Scientific Investigation 

of Claims of the Paranormal 
UFO Subcommittee 
Robert Sheaf fer. Chairman 
9805 McMillan Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 2091P 
(301) 589-8371 

(3) Aerial Phenomena Research Organization 
James and Coral Lorenzen, Directors 
3910 E. Kleindale Road 

Tucson, A2 85712 
(602) 793-1825 

(4) Mutual UFO Network 

Walter H. Andrus, Jr., Director 
103 Old Towne Road 
Seguin, TX 78155 
(512) 379-9216 

(5) The Center for UFO Studies 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek , Director 
924 Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60202 

(312) 491-1780 
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coutc De extremely valuable tor tne entire 
human race. H could be financially rewaro* 
mg tor tne owners ot tnat proof. And it 
co'uid soen financial rum tor one prominent 
UFO skeptic— unless, of course, ne was 
•’ e delivering tne proof. 

National Enquirer, a weekly tabloid 
r.. .japer wun a circulation m tne mil- 
lions. nas a standing otter ot Si million tor 
'positive proof.' The Lonaon-based wins* 
key comer Cutty Sark, Lid., recently un- 
veiled an even bigger prize ot one million 
pounds Sterling, or about $ 1 .800.000 at 
the present exchange rate. 

. Lesser awards also are available in the 
absence of positive proof. The Enquirer 
annually grants up to SI 0.000 to witnesses 
of a UFO incident judged 'most scientifi- 
cally valuable" by an independent panel of 
UFO specialists (the ‘Blue-Ribbon Panel.* 
see box). And Cutry Sark has announced 
plans to award £ 1 000 to the best-written 
essay on the UFO problem. 

Moreover, a number of London betting 
houses nave accepted various wagers on 
the imminent visitations of extraterrestrials. 
But the world s most famous 'anti-UFO 
bet* has been set forth in the book UFOs 
Explained. 

Author Philip J. Klass. a senior editor of 
Aviation Week magazine and the nation’s 
leading UFO skeptic, claims he has chal- 
lenged UFO believers *to put their money 
where their mouths are.* Klass has offered 
to n ^y $10,000 to anyone who agrees to 
. if and when certain criteria are met 
shing that a true UFO visitation has 


occurred. Every year until ma: happens, 
me wagerer must pay Klass ire sum of 
3100 (up to a maximum of Si 000. aner 
wmch payments cease out the oet re- 
mains in force). 

Less than a aozen UFO enthusiasts 
have signed uo to date, usuany on inside 
information mat ‘this year the government 
is going to announce UFO contacts. 

Such preaictions nave appea r ed in print 
nearly every year for a quarter of a century, 
but people still seem to believe them. 

Klass nas Decome a little ncher because 
of them. 

Only one UFO buff has maintained his 
bet in force, apparently more for publicity 
than persuasion. Stanton Friedman makes 
a living off his iecture tours proclaiming the 
reality of UFOs, and he responded to 
Klass s needling by formally agreeing to 
the bet a few years ago. 

Additionally. Klass has offered to buy 
back all copies of his book UFOs Ex- 
plained if events prove his assertions in- 
correct. But pro-UFO scientist Robert Mc- 
Campbell has done Klass one nerter. He 
has offered to buy back copies of his book 
UFOlogy from anyone not satisfied with it, 
proof or no proof. 

Actually, Philip J. Klass already had 
been setting off multimegaton detonations 
among the ranks of UFO believers. Miffed 
when UFO experts in 1968 ridiculed a seri- 
ous (and still tenable) suggestion that 
many UFOs were actually ball lightning, 
the by nature combative aviation reporter 


tnrew mmsell into serious investigations of 
wnat were regarded as the ‘best" classic 
UFO cases. He often dug up startling f and 
embarrassing) new evidence out nas De- 
come a panan in UFO circles (Hynex 
refuses to appear together with him. and 
Hynek s 'UFO bibliography’ handout 
pomteaiy ignores Klass s two books). 

With the death of astronomer Donald 
Menzel in 1976. Klass has emerged as the 
nations leading UFO skeptic. He spurns 
the word ‘debunker,’ with its connotations 
of knee-jerk dismissals and unorthodox 
points of view. Instead. Klass attempts to 
investigate UFO cases more deeply than 
might other researchers who have sub- 
conscious desire? to actually find proof of 
extraterrestrial visitors. Concentrating only 
on the generally acclaimed 'best cases.* 
Klass often has exposed the superficiality 
of work done by pro-UFO experts. 

In 1977, he joined with other scientists 
and educators in forming the ‘Committee 
for the Scientific Investigation ot Claims of 
the Paranormal.’ a group that has de- 
nounced easy acceptance by the public 
of allegedly baseless beliefs in astrology, 
the Bermuda Triangle, ESP. ’ancient astro- 
nauts,* and otherso-called modern myths. 
Klass heads a small but potent band of 
skeptical investigators called the UFO 
Subcommittee. At the very least this 
group demands the tightening of stan- 
dards in so-called scientific UFOlogy. The 
level of carelessness of many pro-UFO ex- 
perts has markedly declined, so progress 
is being made. DO 


THESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING 


Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS), 1 909 Sherman Suite 207, 
Evanston, IL 60201. Self-styled pinnacle of UFO activities, this 
small group generally depends on other groups for data. Dr. 
Allen Hynek does the public appearances and fund raising, 
wmie researcner Allan Henary carries out actual cooromation 
ana m-aeoth investigation. Two publications: CUFOS 
Quarterly Bulletin. S1S/yr.; ana International UFO Reporter 
Sl2/yr. 

Aenal Phenomenon Research Organization (APRO), 3910 E. 
Kleinaale. Tucson, A Z 85712. Among the longest surviving 
UFO groups (represented in 50 countries). APRO is heia to- 
getner by the dedication of its cotounoers Jim and Coral 
Lorenzen, who nave recently led the grouD to specialize 
w(critics say monopolize) in ‘UFO abduction cases.’ APRO 
Bulletin. SlO/yr. for 12 issues. 

National Investigations Committee on Aenal Phenomena (Nl- 
m CAP), Suite 23. 3535 University Blvd., Kensington MD 20795. 
Another old group, unfortunately in a downhill slide following a 
decade of organizational in-fighting. NICAP Bulletin, $10/yr. 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON). 103 Oldtowne Road. Segum, 
TX 78155. A vigorous, expanding group acting in concert with 
CUFOS. MUFON UFO Journal. S8/yr. 

Ground Saucer Watch (GSW), 13238 North 7th Drive. Phoenix. 
AZ 85029. Highly professional organization (memDershio oy 
‘ation only), wmch applies vigorous scientific standards to 
■ investigations. Quarterly journal free with membership, 
jject Starlight International (PSI). PO Box 5310. Austin TX 
78763. Somewhat mysterious organization with the best array 


of gadgets yet assembled to measure UFOs — if only they 
could find one. Irregular bulletin sent in exchange for cash 
donations. 

Committee Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS). 191 E. 161st SL. 
Bronx NY 1 0451 . New offshoot of GSW. this small group is us- 
ing Freedom of Information suns to extract allegedly secret 
hypothetical government *UFO files.* Newsletter $lQ/yr. 

20th Century UFO Bureau, 756 Haddon Avenue. Col- 
imgswood, NJ 08108. This group, associated with Dr. Cart 
McIntyre s ‘20th Century Reformation Hour,* believes that 
some UFOs are angels and signs of the imminent Second 
Coming. However, other UFOs are sent by Satan to confuse 
people fest they recognize the angels. 

UFO Subcommittee of the “Committee for the Scientific Inves- 
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal." 923 Kensington Avenue. 
Buffalo. NY 14215. The first formal organization of UFO skep- 
tics. who tackle the 'best UFO cases" on record, often with 
spectacular success, much to the dismay of most UFO buffs. 
Repons of activities are included in the Committee publication 
The Skeptical Inquirer (formerly Zetetic), $12/yr. 

The National Enquirer's Blue Ribbon Panel of UFO experts 
{who review ‘best cases" for cash rewards). Two regular 
members (James Harder and Leo Sprinkle) are joined by a 
changing cadre of obscure *UFO experts." including this 
year's W.llard Armstrong and John L. Warren. More respected 
UFOlogrsts have declined offers of membership. Send contest 
entries ic UFO REWARD. National Enquirer. Lantana FL. 
33464. Ail entries will be evaluated. 
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1. Early in the morning of ?J Dec Hi) ( u |ipt*ox )hl. tuly 03QQL ) , two UbAF 
security pul ice patrolmcni saw unusoul lights outride the back gate at 
RAF Woodbridye. Thinking an aircraft might have crashed, or been forced, r 
own, they called for pL*rwission to go outside the gate* to InvesLigata. *' ' 
ine on-duty flight ciiief responded and allowed three patrclK^r. ta r *rc-' • 
ceed ^ tu^u 1W individuals reported a strange glowing~objccL 

d t '^^ orc ^ t ‘ T,,ti °bjucc was described as- being metalic in appearance 
a triangular in shape, approximately two to three meters. across, tin-' 
base amt opproxiaucely two meters high. It illuminated, the entire- forest 

l! 9ht ; . ob j ect icself »“ d i.pulsin#. red-light on- top and. 

. or blue lights underneath. 1 lie object was. hovering v or on leys 

patrolmen approached the object, it maneuvered through the- trees- * 
fr-onr^ SdP Tw are ?' : AL tJl ’ 4 1 ’ ". ,e ' tttfi. *> n I |l “ 1 s on a nearby farm went into a 

the back- gd j e ° bJCCC *** briefly S-i yh Led approximately an. hour later ne«.r 

2 The next day, three depressions 1 }/y deep and 7" in diameter were- 
nloh'r 7-yq r n. haJ bee '’ s '9'*Lxrcl on the ground. The following 

nf 9 n i ^ 9 ,?'r c 80 ^ rl,e 4rfta was checked tor radiation. Ueta/gamma readings 
01 u. i mi 1 M roentgens were recorded with peak a dings in the three- de- 
pressions dnd n e «r the center of the- triangle lurmed by tiie depressions.. ■ 
nearby tree had moderate (.05-. 07) rtadinus un the side of the tree 
toward the depressions. 


3. Later in the nujht a 
It moved about and pulled 
particles and then bruLe 
appeared. ijianediu te 1 y th 
in the sky, two objects 
were about lu n uJf the ii- 
movements and displayed r 
north appeared to be el 1 i 
turned to full circles, 
an hour or more. The obj 
hours and beamed down a. s 
duals, including the unde 
2 and 3. ^ 

CllARLES l. I^ALT^ Lt Coi , USAi* 
Deputy Base ComuanJer 


red sun- like light was c-eri lh*uuoh tile trees. 

At one point it appeared to throw off glowing 
nLu five separate white objects and then dis- 
ere»j r ter , tiirce star-like • -hiects were noticed 
to the north and one fi. v couth, all of whicii 
ri^un. The objects j.»uvi .. «.uij]y in sharp onyulai 
t?d , green ana blue lights T he objects to the 
plica! through an 8-1? puwe r '•.••ts. They then 
The objecis to the north rt*r».n -ned . in the sky fur 
ect to the south was visible for two or three 
tream of light from time to time. Numerous indivi- 
rs-igned. witnessed, the activities irr paragraphs 
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N M C C 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. O.C. Z010I 

8 November 1975 
0600 EST 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
Subject: Unidentified Sightings 

I 

1. 0308 EST FONECON from NORAD Command Director: at 0253 EST z 

Malms trom AFB Montana received seven radar cuts on the height- | 

finder radar at altitudes between 9,500* and 15,500*. Simultaneously,^ 
ground witnesses observed lights in the sky and the sounds of jet ‘i 
engines similar to jet fighters. Cross-tell with FA& .revealed | 

no jet aircraft within 100NM of the sightings. Radar tracked the. I 

objects, over Lewistown, Montana at a speed of seven (7) knots. ’ } 

Two F-106 intercepters from the 24th NORAD Region were scrambled 

at 0254 EST and became airborne at 0257 EST. At the time of the : 

initial voice report personnel at Malmstrom AFB and SAC sites \ 

Kl, 'K3 , L3 and 16 were \ reporting lights in the sky accompanied • l 

by jet engine noise. ' ‘ * 

2. 0344 EST FONECON, same source: ? 

Objects could not be intercepted. Fighters had to maintain a 
minimum of 12/000* because of mountainous terrain. .Sightings [ 

had turned west, increased speed to 150 knots. Two tracks were \ 

apparent on height-f inder radars 10-12 NM apart. SAC site K3 -{ 

reported sightings between 300* and 1,000* while sitd L-4 reported I 

sightings 5NM NW of their position. Sightings disappeared from 
radar at position 4650N/10920W at a tracked speed of three (3> 
knots. 

3. At 0440 EST, NMCC intiated contact with the NORAD Command “ 
Director who reported the following: 


0405 EST: Malmstrom receiving intermittent tracks on both 

search and height-finder radars. SAC site C-l, 10NM SE of 
Stanford, Montana, reported visual sightings of unknown objects. 


0420 EST: Personnel at 4 SAC sites reported observing inter- 

cepting F-106* s arrive in area; sighted objects turned off their 
lights upon arrival of interceptors, and back on upon their 
departure . 


iiminnimiiMiiiifTirn'iniiimTTirTTmiiirTTTamTnT” 


■ L 

^ c 

0440 EST: SAC site C-l still had a visual sighting on objects. I 

f: 

4. NORAD stated that Northern Lights will sometimes cause phenomena : 

such as this on height-finder radars , but their check with weather f. 
services revealed no possibility of Northern Lights. , r 

5. NMCC notified Washington FAA at 0445 EST of the incidents t 

described above. They had not received any information prior to t 

this time. f 

6. 0522 EST FONECON with NORAD Command Director: At 0405 EST 

SAC Site L-5 observed one object accelerate and climb rapidly | 

to a point in altitude where it became indistinguishable from 
the stars. NORAD will, carry this incident as a FADE remaining i 

UNKNOWN at 0320 EST, since after that time only visual sightings ■ ‘ . | 
occurred. 


! Brigadier General, USA 
Deputy Director for 
Operations, NMCC 
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DDO U?D. 


AS OF 132200 EST NOV 75. 

UFO ANALYSIS 

(U) In future UFO sichtings , the V7EST HEM Desk Officer will initiate 
telephone requests to the Senior Duty Officer at the Air Force 
Global Weather Central (AFGWC) for a temperature inversion analysis 
in the vicinity of ’unusual sichtings. The telephone response by 
AFGWC will be followed with a priority message. (SOURCE: NMCC 

MFR 132035 EST NOV 75) 



THE JOINT STA"T 


;N (Vi L- o 

THE NAT!ONAL*MIUTARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. O.C- 2C301 

13 November 1975 
2035 EST 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject: Reguests for Temperature Inversion Analysis 


1. LTC Schmidt, representing Air Force Global Weather Central 
(AFGWC) , visited the NMCC at 131500 EST to discuss arrangements 
to implement the procurement of weather information desired 
by CJCS, which is the subject of DDO Environmental . Services 
memo of 13 November 1975. The following agreements with LTC 
Schmidt were reached: 


a. The West Hem Desk Officer will act as the control 
officer for temperature inversion analysis reguests initia- 
ted by the NMCC. These reguests will be made in conjunc- 
tion with sightings of unusual phenomenon along the northern 
US border. 

b. Each telephone request will be serialized, i.e., (TIA rl, 
etc.) and directed to the duty officer at AFGWC, autovon 
866-1641 or 271-2586. -• AFGWC -will" provide the requested 
analyses by telephone followed up by a priority message. 


c. A record of the serialized recuests/responses will be 
maintained by the West Hem Desk Officer. 


Distribution : 

J -30 

J-31 

J-32 

J-32A 

J-38 

DDO 

ADDO 

CCOC 

West Hem Desk 
V7WMCCS Ops & Eval Div 



Brigadier General, USMC 
Deputy Director for 
Ope r a t i on s , NMCC 




V. 

Ti-c 



N M.C C 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2D3C1 



KEMORAISDUH FOR RECORD 

Subject: Report of UFO - Cannon AFB KM 

Reference: AFOC Phoneccn 21055 EST Jan 76 


The following information was received from the Air Force 
Operations Center at 0555 EST: 


"Two UFOs are reported near the flight line £i Cannon AF 
Kew Mexico. Security Police observing their, reported rhe UF 
to be 25 yards in diameter, gold or silver in color with blue 
light on top, hole in the middle and red light on bottom. Air 
Force is checking wirh radar. ’Additionally, checking v.-eather 
inversion data." 



>. B. MO^IN 
'Rear Admiral, USK 
Deputy Director for 
Operations, KMCC 
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N M-C C 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
. Washington, n.c. 

21 January 157 £ 
1400 EST 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

Subject: Unidentified Flying Object Sighting 


1. At 31 OS 05 received phoncon frozn-AFOC: MG Lane, CG, Armanent 
and Development Test Center, Eglin ATE , Florida called and repo 
a UFO sighting from 0430 EST to 0600 EST. Security Policemen 
spotted lights from what they called a UFO near an Eclin radar 
site. 

2. ographs of the lights were taken. The Eclin Office of* 

It. . . -motion has made a press release on the UFO. 

3. The temperature inversion analysis indicated no significant 
temperature inversion at Eglin AFB at that time. The only 
inversion present was due to radiation from the surface to 2500 
feet. The Eglin surface conditions were clear skies, visibility 
10-14 miles, calm winds, shallow ground fog on the runway, and 
a surface temperature of 44 degree F. 
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T HE JOtf.'T STAFF 


N M C C 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

V^ASHINCTON. D.C. EC301 


3S 


d 4 o E.rr 


KZMCRANDUN FOR RECORD 

Subject: Reports of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) 


k } approximately 0345 FDT , the A.WMCC called to indicate 
tney nac received several reports cf UFO's in the vicinity 
of Fort Ritchie. The following events summarize the reoorts 
(tires are approximate) . 

a. 0130 - Civilians reported a UFO sighting near 
t - Jiiry f Md. This information was obtained via a call 
from the National Aeronautics Board (?) to the Fort 
Ritchie .Military Police. 


b. 0255 - Two separate patrols from Site R reported 
sighting 3 oblong objects with a reddish tint, movinc ’ 
east to west. Personnel were located at separate location* 
on top of the mountain at Site R. 


c. 0300 - Desk Sgt at Site R went to the top of the 
Si^e R mountain and observed a UFO over the ammo storaoe 
area at 100-200 yards altitude. 


d. 0345 - An Army Police Sgt on the way to work at 
Sj.te R reported sighting a UFO in the vicinity of Site R. 


2 . AN.MCC 
statement 
was about 


was^recruestea to have each individual write a 
on the sightings. One individual stated the object 
the size of a 2 1/2 ton truck. 


3. Based on a UC5 memorandum, subject: 
Analysis, dated 13 November 1975, the NMCC 
Force Global Weather Central. The Duty C: 
reported that the Dulles International" Ai: 
showed two temperature inversions existed 


'emperature Inversion 
contacted the Air 


:f icer , LTC OVZRSY, 
‘port observations 
at the rime of the 


j 

•j 
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lb jeer : Reports cf Unidenrrfi.ee FIvinc Ob jeers 

< '• 

/ 

/alleged sightings. The first extended from the : 
' 1/000 feet absolute and the second' existed betwe< 
and 30,000 reet, absolute. He also said the atrr.c 
between 12,000 and 20,000 feet was heavily sattr: 
moisture. A hard copy message will follow. 




(UFOs) 



L. J. IISU^C, Jr. 
Brigadier General, USKC 
Deputy Director for 
Operations, NMCC 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
office of naval research 

ARLINGTON. VIRGINIA 22217 


*»l *1 Y B[I(K 


Information Sheet 
Philadelphia Experiment; UFO's 


Over the years the Navy has received innumerable Queries about the 
socalled "Philadelphia Experiment" or "Project" and the alleged role 
of the Office of Naval Research (ONR) in it. The majority of these 
inquiries are directed to the Office of Naval Research or to the Fourth 
Naval District in Philadelphia. The frequency of these Queries predict- 
ably intensifies each time the experiment is mentioned by the pooular 
press, often in a science fiction book. 

The genesis of the Philadelphia Experiment myth dates back to 1955 with 
the publication of The Case for UFO's by the late Morris K. Jessup. 

Some time after the publication of the book, Jessup received correspond- 
froni a c f r los Miguel Allende, who gave his address as R.D. #1, Box 
223, New Kensington, PA. In his correspondence Allende comnented on 
Jessup s book and gave details of an alleged secret naval experiment 
conducted by the Navy in Philadelphia in 1943. During the experiment, 
according to Allende, a ship was rendered invisible and teleported to 
and from Norfolk in a few minutes, with some terrible aftereffects for 
crew members. Supposedly, this incredible feat was accomplished by 
applying Einstein's "unified field" theory. Allende claimed that he had 
witnessed the experiment from another ship and that the incident was 
reported in a Philadelphia newspaper. The identity of the newsoaper has 
never been established. Similarly, the identity of Allende is unknown, 
and no information exists on his present address. 

of . Jessu P' s book was mailed anonymously to ONR. The paaes 
of the book were interspersed with hand written comments which alleaed" 
a knowledge of UFO's,’ their means of motion, the culture and ethos of 
the beings occupying these UFO's, described in Dseudo-scientif ic and 
incoherent terms. 

officers, then assigned to ONR, took a personal interest in the 
book and showed it to Jessup. Jessup concluded that the writer of 
the consents on his book was the same person who had written him about 
the Pniladelphia Experiment. These two officers personally had the book 
retyped and arranged for the reprint, in typewritten form, of 25 copies. 

a ° ffl< ^ rs 311(3 their personal belongings have left CNR many vears ago, 
and ONR does not have a file copy of the annotated book. 


REVIEW 


OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

BY A 

PANEL OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


Copyright, National Academy of Sciences, 1969. This book, or any parts 
thereof, may not be reproduced in any form without written permission 
from the publisher except that reproduction in whole, or in part, is 
permitted for any use of the United States Government. 
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Review 


of the 

University of Colorado Report on Unidentified Flying Objects 

by a 

Panel of the National Academy of Sciences 


The Panel was appointed in the latter part of October and early 
November 1968. The charge to the Panel was "to provide an independent 
assessment of the soope, methodology, and findings of the (University 
of Colorado) study as reflected in the (University’s) Report." While 
the Panel largely restricted its review to this charge, it was thought 
both appropriate and necessary that the Panel become familiar with various 
scientific points of view as presented in other publications and reports 
by technically trained persons. 

It was not the task of the Panel to conduct its own study of UFOs 
or to invite advocates, scientifically trained or not, of various points 
of view to hearings. The task was to study the University's Report 
and to assess: First, its soope; namely, did the Report, in the opinion 

of the Panel, cover those topics that a scientific study of UFO phenomena 
should have embraced? Second, its methodology; namely, did the Report, 
in the opinion of the Panel, reveal an acceptable scientific methodology 
and approach to the subject? Third, Its findings; namely, were the 
conclusions and interpretations warranted by the evidence and analyses 
as presented in. the Report and were they reasonable? 

In the course of its review the Panel consulted papers on the same 
subject by technically trained persons (for example, William Markowitz, 

"The Physics and Metaphysics of Unidentified Flying Objects," Science, 

157 ( 1967), pp. 127*1-79. James E. McDonald, "Science, Technology, and 
UFOs," presented January 26, 1968, at a General Seminar of the United 
Aircraft Research Laboratories, East Hartford, Connecticut. James E. 
McDonald, "UFOs - An International Scientific Problem," presented March 
12, 1968, at the Canadian Aeronautics and Space Institute Astronautics 
Symposium, Montreal, Canada. James E. McDonald, "Statement on International 
Scientific Aspects of the Problems of Unidentified Flying Objects," 
sent to the United Nations on Jizie 7, 1967. Donald H. Menzel, Flying 
Saucers , Harvard University Press (Cambridge, 1952). Donald H. Menzel 
and Lyle G. Boyd, The World of Flying Saucers , Doubleday (New York, 

1963). Report of Meetings of Scientific Advisory Panel on Unidentified 
Flying Objects , January lU-18, 1953. Special Report of the USAF Scientific 
Advisory Board ad hoc Committee to Review Project "Blue Book ," March, 1966. 
Symposium on Unidentified Flying Objects , Hearings before the Committee 
on Science and Astronautics, U.S. House of Representatives, Ninetieth 
Congress, Seoond Session, July 29, 1968). 
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The Panel began its review immediately after the Report became 
available on November 15, 1968, by an initial reading of the Report 
by each member of the Panel during a two-week period. The Panel convened 
on December 2 for a discussion of members' initial assessments, for 
consideration of the Panel's charge (scope, methodology, and findings 
in the Report), and for delineatioh of further steps in its review. 

The latter included the study of other documents presenting views and 
findings of technically trained persons (e.g., the documents cited above), 
further examination of the Report's summary and findings, and further 
directed study of specialized chapters of the Report by appropriate 
members of the Panel. Extensive discussion, both by correspondence 
and by telephone, occurred during this period. The Panel met again 
on January 6, 1969, to conclude its deliberations and to prepare its 
findings, which are presented below. 


I. SCOPE 


The study by the University of Colorado commenced in October 1966 
and continued for about two years. Case studies of 59 reports of UFOs 
are presented in detail, with 68 plates; of these, ten reports predated 
the project, but were so well documented that they were included. A 
chapter is devoted to UFOs in history, one to UFO study programs in 
foreign countries, and one to UFOs reported in the 20 years preceding 
the study. Ten chapters are devoted to perceptual problems, processes 
of perception and reporting, psychological aspects of UFO reports, optics, 
radar, sonic boom, atmospheric electricity and plasma interpretations, 
balloons, instrumentation for UFO searches, and statistical analyses. 
(Twenty-four appendixes add detailed technical background to the study. 
Volume 4 concludes with an index of 27 pages.) 


<: 


In our opinion the scope of the study was adequate to its purpose : 
a scientific study of UFO phenomena . 


II. METHODOLOGY 


As a rule, field trips were made to investigate UFO reports only 
if they were less than a year old. The Report states that nearly all 
UFO sighting are of short duration, seldom last an hour and usually 
for a few minutes. Thus most investi^tions consisted of interviews 
with persons who made reports. Three teams, usually consisting of two 
persons each (a physical scientist and a psychologist, were employed 
in field investigations where telephonic communication with UFO-sighting 
individuals gave hope of gaining added information. The aim was to 
get a team to the site as quickly as possible after a reported sighting. 

(It was found that nearly all cases could be classified in such categories 
as pranks, hoaxes, naive interpretations, and various types of misinterpretations 
A few events, which did not fit these categories, are left unexplained.) 


Materials and conditions amenable to laboratory approaches were, 
investi^ted — e.g., alleged UFO parts by chemical analysis, automobile 
ignition failure by simulation studies, and UFO photography by photogrammetrir 
analyses. (Of 35 photographic cases investigated, nine are said to 
give evidence of probable fabrication, seven are classified as natural 
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or man-made phenomena t twelve provided insufficient data for analysis, 
and seven were considered to be possible fabrications; none proved to 
be "real objects with high strangeness.") 

Technically trained personnel were utilized by the University. 

The University group included a sub-group on field investigations of 
UFO reports; their narration and interpretations of cases are reasonable 
and adequate. Leading groups were engaged under contract for specialized 
work — e.g., Stanford Research Institute on radar anomalies and a subsidiary 
of the Raytheon Corporation for photogrammetric analyses. Divergent 
views of those few scientists who have looked into UFOs were taken into 
account. The history of the subject was also surveyed, including the 
experiences in some other nations. Finally, extensive use was made 
of many specialists in various public and private laboratories. 

The Report makes clear that with the best means at our disposal, positive 
correlation of all UFO reports with identifiable, known phenomena is 
not possible. No study, past, current or future, can provide the basis 
for stating categorically that a familiar phenomenon will necessarily 
be linkable to every sighting. The Report is free of dogmatism 
on this matter. It is also clear, as one goes through the 
descriptions of UFO sightings, whether in the Report or in other literature, 
that while some incidents have no positive identification with familiar 
phenomena, they also have no positive identification with extraterrestrial 
visitors or artifacts. 

We think the methodology and approach were well chosen, in accordance 
with accepted standards of scientific investigation . 

III. FINDINGS 

The study concludes (a) that about 90 percent of all UFO reports 
prove to be quite plausibly related to ordinary phenomena, (b) that 
little if anything has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years 
that has added to scientific knowledge, and (c) that further extensive 
study of' UFO sightings is not justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced thereby. At the same time it is emphasized in the 
Report that (c) is an opinion based on evidence now available. 

The Report's findings and evaluations — essentially eight in number, 
presented In its first section — are concerned with official secrecy 
on UFOs, UFOs as a possible defense hazard, the future governmental 
handling of UFO-sighting reports, and five of them relate to the question 
of what If any further investigation of UFOs appear warranted in the 
light of the study. We paraphrase and summarize these findings and 
evaluations below, appending our comments. 

1. On secrecy. Is the subject "shrouded in official secrecy"? 

The study found no basis for this contention. 

We accept this finding of the study . 
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2. On defense, (a) Is there evidence that UFO sightings may represent 
a defense hazard? No such evidence came to light in the study. This, 
however, was not an objective of the study and was properly construed 

as a Department of Defense matter, (b) The Report states: "The history 

of the past 21 years has repeatedly led Air Force officers to the conclusion 
that none of the things seen, or thought to have been seen, which pass 
by the name of UFO reports, constituted any hazard or threat to national 
security." 

We concur with the position described in (a). As to (b), we found 
no evidence in the Report or other literature to contradict the quoted 
statement . " ‘ 

3. On future UFO sightings . "The question remains as to what , 
if anything, the federal government should do about the UFO reports 
it receives from the general public?" The Report found no basis for 
activity related to such sighting reports "in the expectation that they 
are going to contribute to the advance of science," but the Department of 
Defense should handle these in its normal surveillance operations with- 
out need for such special units as Project Blue Book. 

We concur in this recommendation . 

4-8. On further investigation. (4) should the federal government 
"set up a major new agency, as some have suggested for the scientific 
study of UFOs"? The study found no basis for recommendation of this 
kind. (5) Would further extensive study of UFO sightings contribute 
to science? "Our general conclusion is that nothing has come from the 
study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has added to scientific know- 
ledge. The Report then notes that specific research topics may warrant 
consideration: (6) "There are important areas of atmospheric optics, 

including radio wave propagation, and of atmospheric electricity in 
which present knowledge is quite incomplete. These topics come to our 
attention in connection with the interpretation of some UFO reports, 
but they are also of fundamental scientific interest, and they are relevant 
to practical problems related to the improvement of safety of military 
and civilian flying. Research efforts are being carried out in these 
areas by the Department of Defense, the Environmental Science Services 
Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
by universities and nonprofit research organizations such as the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research, whose work is sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation." 

The Report also observes (?) that UFO reports and beliefs are also 
of interest to "the social scientist and the communications specialist." 

In these areas particularly — i.e., (6) and (7) — the study suggests 
(8) that "scientists with adequate training and credentials who do come 
up with a clearly defined, specific proposal" should be supported, implying 
that normal competitive procedures and assessments of proposals should 
be followed here as is customary. 
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tfe concur with these evaluations and recommendations. 


IV. PANEL CONCLUSION 

The range of topics in the Report is extensive and its various 
chapters, dealing with many aspects of the subject, should prove of 
value to scholars in many fields. Its analyses and findings are pertinent 
and useful in any future assessment of activity in this field. We 
concur in the recommendation suggesting that no high priority in UFO 
investigations is warranted by data-of the past two decades. 

We are unanimous in the opinion that this has been a very credi- 
table effort to apply objectively the relevant techniques of science 
to the solution of the UFO problem. The Report recognizes that there 
remain UFO sightings that are not easily explained. The Report does 
suggest, however, so many reasonable and possible directions in which 
an explanation may eventually be found, that there seems to be no reason 
to attribute them to an extraterrestrial source without evidence that 
is much more convincing. The Report also 3hows how difficult it is 
to apply scientific methods to the occasional transient sightings with 
any chance of success. While further study of particular aspects of 
the topic (e.g., atmospheric phenomena) may be useful, a study of UFOs 
in general is not a promising way to expand scientific understanding 
of the phenomena. On the basis of present knowledge the least likely 
explanation of UFOs is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations 
by intelligent beings. 

—Gerald M. Clemence, chairman; H. R. Crane, David M. Dennison, Wallace 
0. Fenn, H. Keffer Hartline, E. R. Hilgard, Mark Kec, Francis W. Reschelderier , 
William W. Rubey, C. D. Shane, Oswald G. Villar, Jr. 

Attachments : 

—List of Panel Members 
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Section 4 -SCIENTIFIC, ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL ORGANIZATIONS 


*4615* 

AMALGAMATED FLYING SAUCER CLUBS OF AMERICA (FDitsiwai) (AFSCA) 

P.0- Box 84 Phone: (213) 885-0435 

Northn dge, CA 91 324 Gabriel Green, Pres. 

Fgtaftl: 1959. Mtoben: 5000. Lacd Greeys: 110. "World-wide research 
organization with members in all 50 states and in 23 toreian countries to inform 
the general public about the reality ot dying saucers (extraterrestrial spacecraft 
piloted by advanced men and women from other planets and star systems) and 
of iheir plan lor imparting their advanced knowledoe lo the people of the Earth 
in order to resolve present world problems." AFSCA serves as a source ol 
"contactee-onented" Hying saucer information. including books, photographs, 
comactee reports, and space tapes ("tape recorded messages from space 
people ). Local units notd public meetings to promote knowledge ot the saucer 
subject and serve as sources tor information and literature in their areas. 
Pattianea: Flying Saucers international, quarterly. 


*4846* 

INTERNATIONAL RJRTEAN ORGANIZATION (Plmmis) (INFO) 

P.O.Box 367 Phone:(703)920-7120 

Arlington. VA 22210 Paul J. Willis. Dir. 

Feat del: 1965. Menben: 1500. Scientists, scholars, and laymen concerned with 
new and unusual scientific discoveries, philosophic problems pertaining to the 
criteria of scientific validity, and theories of knowledge. Maintains library of 
5000 volumes in the physical, biological, and psychological sciences. Named 
after Charles Hoy Fort (1874-1932). an American journalist who was interested 
in researching and documenting unusual and unexplained natural phenomena. 
Pattiobou: (1) Forlean Times, bimonthly: (2) The info Journal, bimonthly: (3) 
Occasional Papers. Sepersadei: Fortean Society. Ceiveaiiia/ Mitiisf : annual. 


*4647* 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON AERIAL MfENOMEM (NICAP) 

' e 35 University Blvd. W.. Suite 23 Phone: (301 ) 949-1 267 

nsington. MO 20795 John L. Acuft. Pres, 

rouidel: 1956. Members: 4000. Stiff: 5. Persons interested in aerial phenomena, 
particularly unidentified flying objects (UFOs): panel of advisers includes 
scientists, engineers, aviation experts, clergymen, retired military officers, and 
professors. To gatner. analyze, evaluate, and disseminate reliable information 
on aerial phenomena. Promotes scientific investigation. Field investigations 
carried out by technically oriented subcommittees (35 U.S.). Provides 
bibliographic and source materials to students, exchange data to scientific 
societies and individual scientists, and semi-technical reports to scientists. 
Congress, and the press. Maintains large library on aerial phenomena aviation! 
astronomy, and collection of magazine articles, newspaper clippings, letters, 
and otner documents. Sponsors a lecture program and an exhibit, involved with 
a computer study. Protect ACCESS. PuNioum: The U.F.O. Investigator, 
monthly: also publishes UFO Evidence: UFO Wave of 1 947; Strange Effects from 
UFOs. Board of governors meets quanorty. 


*4850* 

SOCIETY FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THE UNEXPLAINED (Pkneneii) (SITU) 
f?-®* Phone: (201)496-4366 

Columbia NJ 07832 Albena Zwerver. Exec.Sec 

Foimike: 1965. MHbars: 1250. An organization "for the acquisition, 
investigation and dissemination of information on reports of all tangible items in 
the fields ol chemistry, astronomy, geology, biology and anthropology, that art 
not readily explained. Encourages field work and on-the-spot investigation by 
offering advice, helping to raise funds and arranging contacts for members who 
are planning field trips and expeditions. Field work and research are reviewed 
by a panel of twenty scientists. Disseminates information on findings through 
its quarterly journal, papers and repons. Current investigations conducted by 
Society members include such areas as ancient Egyptian television, ringirw 
rocks, entomoed toads and poltergeist manifestations. The Society maintains 
information files ol original material, a map collection and a specialized library. 
Casiuneet: Activities; Library. PnWiealioM: (i) Pursuit quarterly; (2) Annua 
Report: also publishes occasional papers and special reports. 

*4651* 

UFO INFORMATION RETRIEVAL CENTER (Pl«ensi) (UFOtRQ 
P.0. Box 57 Phone: (301) 43W705 

Riderwood. MO 21 139 Thomas M. Olsen, Pres. 

Foinfrt 1966. To colled, analyze, publish and disseminate information on 
reports of unidentified flying objects. PrtlicsiiMS: Reference for Outstanding 
UFO Sighting Reports, irregular. 

*4644* 

AERIAL PHEN0MEX4 RESEARCH ORGANIZATION (APRO) 

3910 E. Klein date Rd. Phone: (602) 793-1825 

I*tt» 857 J 2 Gw) E. Lorenzen. $ec.-Treas. 

Feafc4: 1952. Matters: 3000. Stiff: 5. To conduct investigations and research 
into the phenomenon of unidentified flying objects (UFOS) and to find a 
scientifically acceptable solution to this phenomenon. Has special 
represemaiives in over 50 countries. Uses services of over thirty staff 
consultants in fields ranging from biochemistry to astronomy. Maintains 
COMCAT. computer catalog of all available UFO reports. PalUutiea: Bulletin, 
monthly. 


*4641* 

SAUCER AND UNEXPLAINED CELESTIAL EVENTS RESEARCH SOCIETY 
(Ptenma) (SAUCERS) 

P.0. Box 2228 Phone: (304) 269-2719 

Clarksburg, WV 26301 Gray Barker. Exec. Officer 

FemfeS: 1954. Mtafeeft: 6000. SUff: 3. Persons interested in UFO's (unidentified 
Hymg objects, popularly called flying saucers). Sponsors monthly lectures in 
New York City and speeches to colleges and other institutions throughout the 
United States. Conducts research. Maintains library of several thousand UFO 
books and periodicals. PeMiotleB: Newsletter, irregular. Takes part in annual 
convention known as the Congress of Scientific Ufologists. Cemibei/ MaMa: 
anmal. 


*4649* 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION CENTER FOR SHORT LIVED PHBIOMEM 
185 Alewtfe Brook Pky. Phone:(617)868-4793 

Cambridge. MA 02136 Robert Citron. Dir. 

Fomtfal: 1968. Funded by Smithsonian Institution. Serves as a clearing house 
lor receipt and dissemination of information concerning rare or infrequent 
natural events which mignt go unobserved or un investigated, such as remote 
tame eruptions, birth of new islands, fall of meteorites and large fireballs, 
. sudden changes in DioiogicaJ and ecological systems. Obsrvers all over 
ine world including news media, private citizens, individual scientists, and 
scientific observatories report on any such snort-tived events, Rapid team 
moDitization will enable research teams, with instruments and equipment, to get 
into event areas in as snort a time as possible to collect data that might 
otherwise be lost to science. Pebfiatieii: ( 1 ) Event information Reports daily 
<2) Event Notification Reports, daily; (3) Annual Report; (4) Event Reports! 
irregular. 
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UFO FACT SHEET 

The Air Force investigation of UFOs began in 1948 and was known as Project Sign. 
Later the name was changed to Project Grudge, and in 1953 it became Project Blue Book. 
Between 1948 and 1969, the Air Force investigated 12,618 reported sightings. 


vy^nV 


The following is a statistical listing of reported UFO sightings during the Air Force 
investigation: 


UFO SIGHTINGS 1947 - 1969 


YEAR 

TOTAL SIGHTINGS 

UNIDENTIFIED 

1947 

122 

12 

1948 

156 

7 

1949 

186 

22 

1950 

210 

27 

1951 

169 

22 

1952 

1,501 

303 

1953 

509 

42 

1954 

487 

46 

1955 

545 

24 

1956 

670 

14 

1957 

1,006 

14 

1958 

627 

10 

1959 

390 

12 

I960 

557 

14 

1961 

591 

13 

1962 

474 

15 

1963 

399 

14 

1964 

562 

19 

1965 

887 

16 

1966 

1,1 12 

32 

1967 

937 

19 

1968 

375 

3 

1969 

146 

1 

TOTAL 

12,618 

701 


Of these total sightings, I 1,917 were found to have been caused by material objects 
(such as balloons, satellites and aircraft), immaterial objects (such as lightning, 
reflections and other natural phenomena), astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, the 
sun and the moon), weather conditions and hoaxes. As indicated, only 701 reported 
sightings remain unexplained. 

On December 17, 1969, the secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of 
Project Blue Book. 



PROJECT 

BLUE 

BOOK 


1 FEBRUARY 1966 


PROJECT BLUE BOOK 


The United States Air Force has the responsibility under the Department of Defense for the 
investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFOs). The name of this program, which has been in 
operation since 1948, is Project Blue Book. It has been identified in the past as Project Sign and 
Project Grudge. 

Air Force interest in unidentified flying objects is related directly to the Air Force responsi- 
bility for the air defense of the United States. Procedures for conducting this program are estab- 
lished by Air Force Regulation 200-2. 

The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: first, to determine whether UFOs pose a 
threat to the security of the United States; and, second, to determine whether UFOs exhibit any 
unique scientific information or advanced technology which could contribute to scientific or technical 
research. In the course of accomplishing these objectives, Project Blue Book strives to identify 
and explain all UFO sightings reported to the Air Force. 


HOW THE PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED 

The program is conducted in three phases. The first phase includes receipt of UFO reports 
and initial investigation of the reports. The Air Force base nearest the location of a reported sight- 
ing is charged with the responsibility of investigating the sighting and forwarding the information to 
the Project Blue Book Office at Wright- Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. 

If the initial investigation does not reveal a positive identification or explanation, a second 
phase of more intensive analysis is conducted by the Project Blue Book Office. Each case is objec- 
tively and scientifically analyzed, and, if necessary, all of the scientific facilities available to the 
Air Force can be used to assist in arriving at an identification or explanation. All personnel asso- 
ciated with the investigation, analysis, and evaluation efforts of the project view each report with 
a scientific approach and an open mind. 

The third phase of the program is dissemination of information concerning UFO sightings, 
.evaluations, and statistics. This is accomplished by the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of In- 
formation. 

The Air Force defines an unidentified flying object as any aerial object which the observer is 
unable to identify. 

Reports of unfamiliar objects in the sky are submitted to the Air Force from many sources. 
These sources include military and civilian pilots, weather observers, amateur astronomers, 
business and professional men and women, and housewives, etc. 

Frequently such objects as missiles, balloons, birds, kites, searchlights, aircraft navigation 
and anticollision beacons, jet engine exhaust, condensation trails, astronomical bodies and meteor- 
ological phenomena are mistakenly reported as unidentified flying objects. 

The Air Force groups its evaluations of UFO reports under three general headings: (1) identified, 
(2) insufficient data, and (3) unidentified. 
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Identified reports are those for which sufficient specific information has been accumulated and 
evaluated to permit a positive identification or explanation of the object. 

Reports categorized as Insufficient Data are those for which one or more elements of informa- 
tion essential for evaluation are missing. Some examples are the omission of the duration of the 
sighting, date, time, location, position in the sky, weather conditions, and the manner of appearance 
or disappearance. If an element is missing and there is an indication that the sighting may be of a 
security, scientific, technical, or public interest value, the Project Blue Book Office conducts an 
additional investigation and every attempt is made to obtain the information necessary for identifi- 
cation. However, in some instances, essential information cannot be obtained, and no further action 
can be taken. 

The third and by far the smallest group of evaluations is categorized as Unidentified. A sight- 
ing is considered unidentified when a report apparently contains all pertinent data necessary to 
suggest a valid hypothesis concerning the cause or explanation of the report but the description of 
the object or its motion cannot be correlated with any known object or phenomena. 


TYPES OF UFO IDENTIFICATIONS AND EVALUATIONS 

There are various types of UFO sightings. Most common are reports of astronomical sightings, 
which include bright stars, planets, comets, fireballs, meteors, auroral streamers, and other celes- 
tial bodies. When observed through haze, light fog, moving clouds, or other obscurations or unusual 
conditions, the planets, including Venus, Jupiter, and Mars have been reported as unidentified flying 
objects. Stellar mirages are also a source of reports. 

Satellites are another major source of UFO reports. An increase in satellites reported as UFOs 
has come about because of two factors. The first is the increase of interest on the part of the public; 
the second is the increasing number of satellites in the skies. Positive knowledge of the location of all 
satellites at all times enables rapid identification of satellite sightings. Keeping track of man-made 
objects in orbit about the earth is the responsibility of the North American Air Defense Command 
Space Detection and Tracking System. This sophisticated electronic system gathers complex space 
traffic data instantly from tracking stations all over the world. 

Other space surveillance activities include the use of ballistic tracking and large telescopic cam- 
eras. ECHO schedules are prepared by the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center at Greenbelt, Maryland, 
and schedules of the South/North equator crossings are prepared by the Smithsonian Institution at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. From the data produced by these agencies, satellites mistakenly reported 
as UFOs can be quickly identified. Some of these are visible to the naked eye. 

Aircraft account for another major source of UFO reports, particularly during adverse weather 
conditions. When observed at high altitudes and at some distance, aircraft can have appearances rang- 
ing from disc to rocket shapes due to the reflection of the sun on their bright surfaces. Vapor or con- 
densation trails from jet aircraft will sometimes appear to glow fiery red or orange when reflecting 
sunlight. Afterburners from jet aircraft are often reported as UFOs since they can be seen from great 
distances when the aircraft cannot be seen. 

The Project Blue Book Office has direct contact with all elements of the Air Force and the Fed- 
eral Aviation Agency civil air control centers. All aerial refueling operations and special training 
flights can be checked immediately. Air traffic of commercial airlines and flights of military aircraft 
are checked with the nearest control center, enabling an immediate evaluation of aircraft mistakenly 
reported as UFOs. However, since many local flights are not carried, these flights are probable causes 
of some reports. 
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Balloons continue to be reported as UFOs. Several thousand balloons are released each day from 
mili tary and civilian airports, weather stations, and research activities. There are several types of 
balloons - weather balloons, rawinsondes, radiosondes, and the large research balloons which have 
diameters up to 300 feet. At night, balloons carry running lights which cause an unusual appearance 
when observed. Reflection of the sun on balloons at dawn and sunset sometimes produce strange ef- 
fects. This usually occurs when theballoon, because of its altitudes, is exposed to the sun. Large bal- 
loons can move at speeds of over 100 miles per hour when moving in high altitude jet windstr earns. 
These balloons sometimes appear to be flattened on top. At other times, they appear to be saucer- 
shaped and to have lights mounted inside the bag itself due to the sun's rays reflecting through the 
material of the balloon. The Balloon Control Center at Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico, main- 
tains a plot on all Military Upper Air Research Balloons. 

Another category of UFO evaluations labeled Other includes missiles, reflections, mirages, 
searchlights, birds, kites, spurious radar indications, hoaxes, fireworks, and flares. 

Aircraft, satellites, balloons, and the like should NOT be reported since they do not fall within 
the definition of an unidentified flying object. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


To date, the firm conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no unidentified flying object reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our national 
security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings 
categorized as unidentified represent technological developments or principles beyond the range of 
present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence indicating that sightings categor- 
ized as unidentified are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

The Air Force will continue to investigate all reports of unusual aerial phenomena over the United 
States. The services of qualified scientists and technicians will continue to be used to investigate and 
analyze these reports, and periodic reports on the subject will be made. 

The former Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, Mr. Carl Vinson, recently com- 
mented on the conduct of the UFO program by the Air Force and stated that Congressional hearings 
on this subject are unnecessary. 

The Air Force does not deny the possibility that some form of life may exist on other planets in 
the universe. However, to date, the Air Force has neither received nor discovered any evidence which 
proves the existence and intra-space mobility of extraterrestrial life. The Air Force continues to ex- 
tend an open invitation to anyone who feels that he possesses any evidence of extraterrestrial vehicles 
operating within the earth's near space envelope to submit his evidence for analysis. Initial contact 
for this purpose is through the following address: 

PROJECT BLUE BOOK INFORMATION OFFICE 
SAPOI 

WASHINGTON, D C 20330 

Anyone observing what he considers to be an unidentified flying object should report it to the 
nearest Air Force Base. Persons submitting a UFO report to the Air Force are free to discuss any 
aspect of the report with anyone. The Air Force does not seek to limit discussion on such reports and 
does not withhold or censor any information pertaining to this unclassified program. 
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On December 17, 1969 the Secretary nr - 
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NON AVAILABILITY OF MATERIALS 


The following items are for internal use only and are not available for 
distribution to the public. These concern internal management and procedures 
for forwarding UFO reports to the appropriate agency: 

1. Air Force Regulation 200-2 

2. JANAP 146 

The Air Force has no films, photographs, maps, charts, or graphs of un- 
identified flying objects. Photographs that have been submitted for evaluation 
in conjunction with UFO reports have been determined to be a misinterpreta- 
tion of natural or conventional objects. These objects have a positive identifi- 
cation. 

The Air Force no longer possesses, and thus does not have for distribu- 
tion, outdated reports on Project Sign, Project Grudge, Blue Book Special 
Report No. 14, and outdated Project Blue Book press releases. Non-military 
UFO publications should be requested from the publisher, not the Air Force. 
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SUGGESTED READING MATERIAL 

Books listed below deal with facts and theories about our solar universe, the sun, planets, comets, 
meteorites, the universe, stars, constellations and galaxies; telescopes, the computation of time as 
it relates to astronomy, star maps and charts, and the history of astronomy. 

SKY & TELESCOPE, by Sky Publishing Corporation, Harvard College Observatory, Cambridge, Mass. 
02138. Monthly Magazine, 60 cents per copy. 

WEATHER ELEMENTS, by BLAIR, published Prentice Hall. Has an excellent chapter on often mis- 
identified weather phenomena. 

PLANETS, STARS, AND SPACE, by CHAMBERLAIN, JOSEPH M. Si NICHOLSON, THOMAS D. An 
illustrated, non-technical explanation of the earth, planets, stars, and the universe. Prepared in co- 
operation with the American Museum of Natural History. 

JUNIOR SCIENCE BOOK OF STARS , by CROSBY, PHOEBE. An easy-to-read, exciting story of what 
scientists know about the stars, planets, the moon, and the MILKY WAY. 

CHALLENGE OF THE UNIVERSE, by HYNEK, J. ALLEN & ANDERSON, NORMAN. Discusses the 
nature of the universe; astronomy and cosmology, published by Scholastic Press. 

THE STORY OF THE STARS, by MALONEY, TERRY. An introduction to the universe; our solar sys- 
tem, our galaxy, and other galaxies. Many interesting illustrated analogies help build concepts of size 
and distance. Includes references to the Van Allen radiation belts and zodiacal light observation of 
1960. 

THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS, by MENZEL & BOYD. A scientific examination of the classic 
UFO reports. 

THE MOON, METEORITES. AND COMETS, Dtd 1963 , by MIDP LEHURST & KUIPER. Continuous analy- 
sis of Soviet moon photos. Chapter on Siberian meteorite and photos or comets computation of vari- 
ous comet orbital photos. 

THE NATURE OF LIGHT AND COLOR IN THE OPEN AIR, by MINNAERT, Dover Publications. This 
is an excellent paperback written in understandable lay language. 

METEORS, by OLIVIER. Standard text by foremost authority on meteors. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF MARS , 1905-1961, by SLIPHER, E. C., published by Lowell Observa- 
tory. 

ANATOMY OF A PHENOMENON, by VALLE, JACQUES. 

FIRST MAN TO THE MOON, by VON BRAUN, WERNHER. 
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INFORMATION OF PFQs 


Thank you for your request for information on the Air Force's 
investigation of unidentified flying objects, or UFO's, 

The Air Force investigation of UFO's began in 1948 and was 
known as Project Sign. Later the name was changed to Project 
Grudge, and in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 
and 1969 we investigated 12,618 reported sightings. 

Of these sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused by 
material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), 
immaterial objects (such as lightning, reflections, and other 
natural phenomena) , astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, 
the sun, and the moon), weather conditions, and hoaxes. As 
indicated, only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained. 

On December 17, 1969, the Secretary of the Air Force 
announced the termination of Project Blue Book. The decision to 
discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a 
report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 

"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the 
University of Colorado's report by the National Academy of 
Sciences? past UFO studies; and the Air Force's two decades of 
experience investigating UFO reports. 

As a result of these investigations, studies, and experience, 
the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 
indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has been 
no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that 
sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent technological 
developments or principles beyond the range of present day 
scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are 
extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and controlling the program for 
investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation was permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and 
Record Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington DC 20408, 
and is available for public review and analysis. 



In 1977, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming 
UFO investigations. After studying all the facts available, NASA 
decided that nothing would be gained by further investigation. The 
Air Force agrees with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is 
found justifying further investigation, an appropriate agency will be 
directed to undertake the effort. 


UFO 

SIGHTINGS 

BY YEAR 

YEAR 

TOTAL UNIDENTIFIED 

1947 

112 

12 

1948 

156 

7 

1949 

186 

22 

1950 

210 

27 

1951 

169 

22 

1952 

1501 

303 

1953 

509 

42 

1954 

487 

46 

1955 

545 

24 

1956 

670 

14 

1957 

1006 

14 

1958 

627 

10 

1959 

390 

12 

1960 

557 

14 

1961 

591 

13 

1962 

474 

15 

1963 

399 

14 

1964 

562 

19 

1965 

887 

16 

1966 

1112 

32 

1967 

937 

19 

1968 

375 

3 

1969 

146 

1 

TOTAL 

: 12,618 

701 


There are a number of universities and 
professional scientific organizations such 
as the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, which have 
considered UFO phenomena during periodic 
meetings and seminars. In addition, a list 
of private organizations interested in 
aerial phenomena may be found in Gale|s 
Encyclopedia of Associations. Such timely 
review of the situation by private groups 
insures that sound evidence will not be 
overlooked by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two 
documents are available from the National 
Technical Information Service, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 5285 Port Royal 
Road, Springfield, VA 22161. 
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Unidentified Flying Objects 

History • There has been no evidence indicating that 

sightings categorized as “unidentified” are 
The Air Force began investigating UFOs in 1 948 under extraterrestrial vehicles, 

a program called Project Sign. Later the program’s name Between 1 948 and 1 969 the Air Force investigated 

was changed to Project Grudge, and in 1953 it became 12,618 reported UFO sightings. Of these, 11,917 were 

known as Project Blue Book. On Dec. 17, 1969, the found to have been caused by material objects such 

secretary of the Air Force announced the termination as balloons, satellites, and aircraft immaterial objects 
of Project Blue Book. such as lightning, reflections, and other natural 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was phenomena: astronomical objects such as stars, planets, 

based on a number of factors, inducting reports and studies the sun, and the moon; weather conditions; and hoaxes, 

by the University of Colorado and the National Academy Only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained, 

of Sciences, as well as past UFO studies and the Air Force's 

two decades of experience investigat i ng UFO reports. More Information Available 

As a result of these investigations, studies, and 

lienee, the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: All documentation regarding the former Blue Book 

No UFO reported, investigated and evaluated by investigation was permanently transferred to the Modem 

the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat Military Reference Branch, National Archives and 

to our national security. Records Administration, 8th and Pennsylvania Ave., 

• There has been no evidence submitted to or Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public 

discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized review. A list of private organizations interested in aerial 

as “unidentified” represent technological developments phenomena can be found in Gate’s Encyclopedia of 

or principles beyond the range of present-day scientific Associations, available in the reference section of most 

knowledge. libraries. 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 17, 1969 NO. 1077-69 

Oxford 7-5131 (Info.) 
OXford 7-3189 (Copies) 

AIR FORCE TO TERMINATE ^ 

PROJECT ’’BLUE BOOK" 

Secretary of the Air Force Robert C. Seamans, Jr., announced 
today the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force program 
for the investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFOs). 

In a memorandum to Air Force Chief of Staff General John D. Ryan, 
Secretary Seamans stated that "the continuation of Project Blue Book 
cannot be justified either on the ground of national security or in 
the interest of science," and concluded that the project does not merit 
future expenditures of resources. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on: 

- An evaluation of a report prepared by the University of 

v jrado entitled, "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects." 

- A review of the University of Colorado’s report by the 

National Academy of Sciences. lj 

- Past UFO studies. 

- Air Force experience investigating UFO reports during the past 
two decades . 

Under the direction of Dr. Edward U. Condon, the University of 
Colorado completed an 18-month contracted study of UFOs and its report 
was released to the public in January, 1969. The report concluded that 
little if anything has come from the study of UFOs in the. past 21 years 
that has added to scientific knowledge, and that further extensive 
study of UFO sightings is not justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced. 

T-he- University of Colorado report also states that, "It seems that 
only so much attention to the subject (UFOs) should be give as the 
Department of Defense deems to be necessary strictly from a defense point 
of view.... It is our impression that the defense function could be 
performed within the framework established for intelligence and sur- 
veillance operations without the continuance of a special unit such as 

'ect Blue Book, but this is a question for defense specialists rather 
.i research scientists." 

A panel of the National Academy of Sciences made an independent 
assessment of the scope, methodology, and findings of the University of 


MORE 


Colorado study. The panel concurred in the University of Colorado's 
recommendation that "no high priority in UFO investigations is 
warranted by data of the past two decades." It concluded by stating 
that, "On the basis of present knowledge, the least likely explanation 
of UFOs is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations by intelligent 
beings . " v 

Past UFO studies include one conducted by a Scientific Advisory 
Panel of UFOs in January, 1953 (Robertson Panel); and, a review of 
Project Blue Book by the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board Ad Hoc 
Committee, Februar y-Mar ch , 1966 (Dr. Brian O'Brien, Chairman). These 
studies concluded that no evidence has been found that any of the UFO 
reports. ref lect a threat to our national security. 

As a result of investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 
conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no UFO reported, Investi- 

gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication 
of threat to our national security; (2) there has been no evidence 
submitted or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized 
"unidentified" represent technological developments or principles 
jnd the range of present-day scientific knowledge; and (3) there 
has been no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidenti- 
fied" are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

Project Blue Book records will be retired to the USAF Archives, 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. Requests for information will 
continue to be handled by the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of 
Information (SAFOI), Washington, D.C. 20330. 
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The Air Force investigation of UFO’s began in 1948 and was known 
as Project Sign. Later the name was changed to Project Grudge, and 
in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 and 1969 we investi- 
gated 12,618 reported sightings. 

The following is a statistical listing of reported UFO sightings 
during the Air Force investigation: 

TOTAL UFO SIGHTINGS, 1947 - 1969 


YEAR 

TOTAL SIGHTINGS 

UNIDENTIFIED 

1947 

122 

12 

1948 

156 

7 

1949 

186 

22 

1950 

210 

27 

1951 

169 

22 

1952 

1,501 

303 

1953 

509 

42 

1954 

487 

46 

1955 

545 

24 

1956 

670 

14 

1957 

1,006 

14 

1958 

627 

10 

1959 

390 

12 

I960 

557 

14 

1961 

591 

13 

1962 

474 

15 

1963 

399 

14 

1964 

562 

19 

1965 

887 

16 

1966 

1,112 

32 

1967 

937 

19 

1968 

375 

3 

1969 

146 

1 

TOTAL 

12,618 

701 


Of these total sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused 
by material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), immaterial 
objects (such as lightning, reflections and other natural phenomena), 
astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, the sun and the moon), 
weather conditions and hoaxes. As indicated only 701 reported sightings 
remain unexplained. 
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On December 17, 1969 the Secretary of the Air Force announced the 
termination of Project Blue Book. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an 
evaluation of a report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 
"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the Univer- 
sity of Colorado’s report by the National Academy of Sciences; past 
UFO studies; and Air Force experience investigating UFO reports for 
two decades. 

As a result of these investigations and studies, and experience 
gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948 , the conclusions of 
Project Blue Book were; (1) no UFO reported, investigated, and evalu- 
ated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our 
national security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or dis- 
covered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 
represent technological developments or principles beyond the range 
of present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are extrater- 
restrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation 
establishing and controlling the program for investigating and analyzing 
UFOs was rescinded. All documentation regarding the former Blue Book 
investigation was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, 
National Archives and Records Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public review and analysis. 

In 1977, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming UFO investi- 
gations. After studying all the facts available, they decided that 
nothing would be gained by further investigation. The Air Force agrees 
with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is found justifying 
further investigation, an appropriate agency will be directed to under- 
take the effort. 

There are a number of universities and professional scientific 
organizations such as the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, which have considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings 
and seminars. In addition, a list of private organizations interested 
in aerial phenomena may be found in Gale's Encyclopedia of Associations 
(Edition 8, Vol I, pp. 432-3). Such timely review of the situation 
by private groups insures that sound evidence will not be overlooked 
by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two documents are available from 
the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Springfield, VA 22151: 
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Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects . Study conducted 
by the University of Colorado under contract F44620-76-C-0035. Three 
volumes, 1,465 p. 68 plates. Photoduplicated hard copies of the official 
report may be ordered for $6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 
680:975, AD 680:976, and AD 680:977. 

Review of University of Colorado Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel of the National Academy 
of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. Photoduplicated 
hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541. 
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TOTAL UFO (OBJECT) SIGHTINGS 


(Compiled 17 Jan 66) 


TOTAL 


YEAR 

SIGHTINGS 

UNIDENTIFIED 

SOURCE 

1947 

122 

12 

Case Files 

1948 

156 

7 

Case Files 

1949 

186 

22 

Blue Book, page 108 

1950 

210 

27 

Case Files 

1951 

169 

22 

Case Files 

1952 

1,501 

303 

Blue Book, page 108 


509 

42 

Case Files 

1954 

487 

46 

Case Files 

1955 

545 

24 

Case Files 

1956 

670 

14 

Case Files 

1957 

1,006 

14 

Case Files 

1958 

627 

10 

Case Files 

1959 

390 

12 

Case Files 

1960 

557 

14 

Case Files 

1961 

591 

13 

Case Files 

1962 

474 

15 

Case Files 

1963 

399 

14 

Case Files 

1964 

562 

19 

Case Files 

1965 

886 

16 

Case Files 



646 




STATISTICAL. DATA TOR TEARS 1983- IBM 


TOTAL CASES BY CATEGORY 


(Complied 1 No» 85) 



1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Astronomical 

175 

137 

135 

222 

Aircraft 

73 

M 

124 

148 

Balloon 

79 

83 

102 

93 

Insufficient Data 

79 

103 

95 

132 

Other 

82 

58 

65 

81 

Satellite 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unidentified 

42 

48 

24 

14 

TOTAL 

50? 

m 

54? 

870 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1980 

1961 

1062 

1963 

1984 

TOTAL 

341 

231 

144 

235 

203 

136 

85 

123 

2167 

211 

108 

83 

86 

77 

68 

73 

71 

1167 

114 

51 

31 

22 

37 

19 

28 

20 

665 

191 

111 

65 

105 

115 

94 

59 

99 

1241 

120 

93 

75 

94 

77 

65 

58 

88 

916 

S 

19 

0 

21 

89 

77 

82 

142 

417 

14 

10 

12 

14 

13 

IS 

14 

19 

237 

1006 

827 

390 

33? 

591 

474 

399 

503 

esn 


ASTRONOMICAL SIGHTINGS 


Meteors 

St ire and Planets 
Other 

TOTAL 


70 

92 

79 

88 

179 

168 

100 

187 

119 

95 

57 

61 

1295 

101 

44 

52 

131 

144 

58 

40 

45 

78 

38 

23 

55 

805 

4 

IT? 

1 

T5T 

4 

13? 

3 

323 

18 

TIT 

7 

m 

4 

HI 

3 

"33? 

6 

353 

5 

138 

5 

H 

7 

123 

67 

21?? 


OTHER CASES 


Hoaxes, Hallucinations, 

Unreliable Report? and 

Psychological Causes 

Missiles and Rockets 

Reflections 

Flares and Flrewcr^s 

Mirages and Inversions 

Search and Groundliehts 

Clouds and Contrails 

Chaff 

Birds 

Radar Analysis 
Photo Analysis 
Physical Soeclmens 
Satellite Decay 
Other 

TOTAL 


8 

1 
6 
4 

2 
8 
3 
2 
7 

7 
1 

8 
0 
7 

1? 


18 1 8 37 29 

13 2 6 

4 3 2 7 

8 8 8 3 

4 15 2 

14 8 12 • 

2 19 5 

0 12 6 

2 8 11 

1 8 27 3 

2 4 17 

5 3 5 10 

0 0 0 1 

4 0 9 3 
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3 
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15 
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_2 
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16 34 

13 7 

0 2 

3 7 

3 2 

5 0 

2 1 

2 4 

1 2 

3 6 

3 8 

4 3 

"55 “S3 
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83 

54 

59 

37 

>1 

47 

27 

34 

87 

40 

70 
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STATISTICS FOR 1865 


ASTRONOMICAL 

AIRCRAFT 

BALLOON 

INSUFFICIENT DATA 
OTHER 
SATELLITE 
UNIDENTIFIED 
PENDING 
TOTAL 

ASTRONOMICAL CASES 


Meteors 

Stars and Planets 
Outer 

TOTAL 


_0 

43 


_la 

10 


(Compiled 18 Jan 1868) 


FEB 
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1 

lb 


MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

TOTAL 

11 

4 
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10 

27 

82 

30 

27 

22 

12 

245 

14 

11 

14 

7 

32 

61 

20 

13 

14 

5 

210 

1 

3 

0 

3 

7 

8 

2 

7 

0 

2 

38 

2 

4 

4 

2 

18 

24 

15 

5 

3 

1 

65 

7 

8 

3 

0 

8 

42 

7 

8 

11 

3 

126 

s 
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15 

5 

42 

41 

24 
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0 

3 

152 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

4 

0 

1 

0 

16 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

6 

4 

2 

17 

43 

55 

41 

33 

133 

262 

104 

70 

55 

28 

867 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

TOTAL 

8 

2 

2 

4 

14 

26 

13 

6 

8 

5 

101 

3 

2 

0 

5 

10 

55 

16 

20 

13 

7 

135 

0 

0 

0 

lc 

3d 

le 

la 

If 

0 

0 

9 

11 

4 

2 

10 

27 

82 

35 

27 

22 

12 

245 


ta> Solar Image (b) Moon (c) Sun (d) Reflected Moonlight, Parhelia, Moon (e) Reflected Moonlight (I) Comet Ikeya-S« 
OTHER CATEGORY 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG 


SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 


Hoaxes, Hallucinations, 

Unreliable Reports and 

Psychological Causes 

Missiles and Rochets 

Reflections 

Flares and Fireworks 

Mirazes and Inversions 

Search and Ground Lights 

Clouds and Contrails 

Chart 

Birds 

Physical Specimens 
Radar Analysis 
Photo Analysis 
Satellite Decay 
Miscellaneous 
TOTAL 


2 

1c 


_2ab 

11 


1 

Ztd 


lg 

1J 

1 

lh 


12 

3 

2 


2kj 

0 


2 

4sbbb 

42 


11 


Ul Tracer Bullets (b) Misinterpretation of Conventional Objects (c) Metal Ball (d) Developer Smear (e) Anomaltxis Propagation 
tfl Kites (g) Electronic Counter Measures (h) Debris in Wind (j) No Image on Film Ik) Poor Photo Process (1) Free Falling Object 
imi False Targets <n> Weather Returns (p) Emulsion Haws (r) Plastic Bags (s) Man on Ground (t) Lightning (u) Chemical Trails 
Irom Research Rocket (v) Missile Launch Activity (w) Gourd 
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FIREBALL REPORT 


Persona observing a fireball or meteor should report the information to 
the American Meteor Society. The Information desired is contained below. 


A very brilliant meteor or fireball is re- 
ported to have passed in your vicinity on ... . 

at the hour of Will you please answer 

as fully as possible the following questions, 
which are asked on behalf of the American Me- 
teor Society in order that permanent records of 
such phenomena may be obtained. When these 
reports are published each contributor whose 
report is fairly complete will be mentioned, if 


possible, and due credit given. It is only by the 
help of those who can give personal information 
that data can be secured for the computation of 
the orbits of meteors. These data are of great 
scientific value and all reasonable efforts should 
be made to obtain them. You will be unable prob- 
ably to answer all questions below, but answer 
those you can, as they may be of the greatest 
importance. 


10 



(1) Give your name and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the meteor? {If the town is small please give county as well.) 

(3) Give the date, hour and minute when the meteor appeared; also kind of time used. 

• (4) In what direction did it appear (or in what direction was it first seen)? This is not asking In what 

direction it was going! 

* (5) In what direction did it disappear {or in what direction was it last seen)? For questions 4 and 5, 

simply N, E, S, or W is not accurate enough, unless these were the exact directions. If compass 
is used, state it; also if magnetic correction has been applied to compass reading. 

(6) At what height did it appear? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(7) At what height did it disappear? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(8) Did it pass directly overhead (i.e., through the zenith)? 

(9) If not, to which side of the zenith did it go, and how far from it? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(10) Did it appear to reach the horizon? What sort of a horizon have you? 

(11) What angle did the path of the meteor make with the horizon and in which direction was it then 
going? 

(12) If you are familiar with constellations describe the path of the meteor through the sky with 
reference to stars. 

(13) Did the meteor appear to explode? 

(14) What was the duration of its flight in seconds? 

(15) Describe the train if one was left. If it lasted long enough to show drift, most carefully tell in 
what direction train drifted. Give sketch, if possible, showing this with regard to horizon. 

(16) What was the duration of the train in seconds? 

(17) Did you hear any sound? How long after seeing the meteor was it before you heard this 

sound ? 

Did you hear an actual explosion? How long after seeing the explosion was it before you heard it? 

(18) Of what color was the meteor? 

(19) What was the size of the meteor? (Compare it with the Moon or with a planet or star.) 

(20) Was more than one body seen before the explosion (if any)? 

44 (21) What was condition of sky at time? 

(22) Give names and addresses of others who saw the meteor. 

(23) Please mail this reply to 

Charles P. Oliver 
AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
521 N. Wynnewood Ave 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 
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N M C C 


THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 

/ 


29 October 1975 
0605 EST . 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
Subject: AFB Penetration 

1, At 290200 EST AFOC informed NMCC that an unidentified 
helicopter, possibly two, had been sighted ' flying low over 
Boring AFB Maine, in proximity to a weapons storage area. 

2 r An Army National Guard helo was called in to assist in 
locating the unidentified helo(s). 

3. NORAD was informed of \ the incident by SAC, requested and 
jc^Q^g-ved authority from Canadian officials to proceed into 
Canadian airspace if necessary to locate the intruder. 

4. At 0404 SAC Command Center informed NMCC that the army helo 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helo(s) 

5. A similar incident was reported at Loring the evening of 
28 October 1975 - 


JR. 

Brigadier General, USMC 
Deputy Director for 
ODerations (NMCC) 
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DDO UPDATE 


AS OF 291200 EST OCT 7d 


V7EST HEM 


3 PERPETRATION 

/A At aooroxiiaately 290100 EST Oct 75, one unidentified heli- 
copter was sighted 300 to 500 meters from the weapons storage 
area at Loring AF5, Maine.- The helicopter was at an altrtuce 
of 150 feet and penetrated Loring AFE. An attempt to confer 
and identify the intruding helicopter was made by an Army 
National Guard helo, and was unsuccessful. At 290300 EST Oie 
hel'cooter was sighted over the weapons storage area and the 
Army -Rational Guard helicopter again responded to make con uac*. 
but was unsuccesful. Loring has coordinated vitn rhe Maine 
State Police and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and plans uo 
pursue into Canada, if necessary, if there is a reoccurrence. 
(SOURCE: 42 BW OP LORING AF5 2911402 OCT 75).) 


DDO UPDATE 


AS Or 292200 EST OCT 


Ar 3 PENETRATION 

(£) At approximately 290100 EST Oct 75, one unidentified helicopti 
v:a s sighted 300 to 500 meters from the weapons storage area at 
Loring AFE , Maine. The helicopter was at an altitude of 150 feet 
and penetrated Lorinq AF3. An attempt to contact and identify thi 
intruding helicopter was made by an Army National Guard helo, and 
was unsuccessful* At 290300 EST the helicopter was sighted over 
the weapons storage area and the Army National Guard helicopter 
again responded to make contact but was unsuccessful. The CSAF 
(Ops Div) has requested that the Army NG helo be provided until 
300300 EST under the following conditions: To track and identify 

the intruder; no apprehension to take place; the Canadian Border 
would not be crossed; and civilian police on board will be for 
comm.o with ground units only. The request is under consideration 
by MG Snifin, DA Director of Operations, DCSOPS. Cel Bailey, Mil 
A to Special Asst to SECDEF /DZPSECDEF has been advised of the 
s_ aticn should Do D approval be required. The State Department 
Canadian Desk Officer has been keot informed. (SOUP Cl : 42 3W CF 

LOPING AFB 2911402 OCT 75; SAC CP* GPS CONTROL 2919542 OCT 75) 



DDO UPDATE 


AS OF 300600 EST OCT 


STRATI wii 


„ « 4 . tc - n -nicentified helicopter 

[§) At approximately 290100 ESiCu, aD nro>: imately 300 to 500 

vfs Sighted at an altituae of 1 50 ^ ^ ^ 290 30C EST 

ir.°ters from £ weapons s ^°. ra ?® ^ eicbted ever the weapons 

Cot 75, the unidentified ^/National Guard (NG) heli- 

storage area . In p°- * unable* to contact or identify the intruder, 
copter responoec, du w v. DCSO^S, approved the following 

«£SM -a. >««• » 

“"V* h.licop»« .»* «.» Pl.~a i» «»' 

(FTTD) . 

- NG helicopter may. enter Canadian airspace with consent of 
Canadian authorities. 


- kg helicopter employment limited to 


tracking and identification. 


. pnd if considered necessary 

Only D.S. solitary Q E e ;*° ”31 m,'ano Border Petrol will be 

representatives iro... uhe ‘f 1 .; 


repre 
embarked in 


the NG helicopte 


(SOURCE: ' 42 BW CP LOSING AFB 2911402 OCT 75: 
activities). 
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'"•-■-.atelv 2901CC EST Oct 75, an unidentified helicopter 
"at an altitude of 150 feet at approximately 300 tc 500 
e weapons storage area at Loring AFB, «£. Aw 2-0300 


the unidentified he 


Licooter was sighted over the weapon 


operations . 
NMCC/AFOC) 


In both instances, an Army National Guard . (KG) heli- 
v, u -^ v:a c unable to contact or icenciry the iziruce 
v;er e ~ imp lamented to track and identify the unidentif iec 
should it return curing the evening of 2S Oct. ? ne 
did not return that evening. Air Force is planning to 
^ir Force helicooter from Plattsourgh Ars - or 

(SOURCE: 42 BVJ CP LORING AFB 2S1140Z OCT 75; PHONCON 
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 


30 October 1975 
0445 EST 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 


Guard Helicopter Support C „ 


oi ^.rSuLfosg' rl;»«s.f'S; t ‘ , S lc ; ° £ 

(NG) helicopter and crew currl^v ! the Array National Guard 

Kr^ m f2o 8 ^ 

that°has violated Se ai“Sf« ^^i^n^ified^icopter 
storage area at Loring AFB* duAna^W^f 1 ! tY ° f capons 
of 28 and 29 Oct 75 tItc tw,*- ® arl y morning hours 

borders would not b4 , cross ed anl^H ^^ “^rational 
not be attenuated hv n fl r C i an ? that a PP r ^ensions would 
Any civil police on embarked in the NG helicooter. 

only to the extL? J * aircraft would participate 

officials on the groL^Ti^t^latt 1 * a ?- propriate Police 
ror tt. apprehension uf'th^u^o^- 

piiuf«”»^Lf; C i.”i2 0 j!" y 1 « 3 * 1 oi”4?2?ter 

Operations Center* »*I*»lI“ t iufiS,J|'uf C S/fS?S.' ® 
DEPSECDEF 1 As ^ t . to the Special Asst to SECDEF/ 

GOD SpKi.J". ;S»J«S!* a ° £ “» ™J«~t ehould 

?ifLJS2 4 D S^S t25ST” D »" k ° ££i - -■> 

witt\S 2 Jo?iSL“ G cli:i";j n Kf °™ d ° f tho 1 '« 1 «°Pt»r 

a. Tracking and identification only. 

b. Apprehension by u.S. personnel not authorized. 


c. No crossing of international borders. 


d Only U.S. personnel , preferably military, but including 
FBI, FAA, and Border Patrol representatives if necessary, 
will be on board the NG helicopter. 

7 G Sni f f in will initiate appropriate action to plape the 
I^mv NG helicopter and crew on ‘Tull Time Training Duzy 

(FTTD) . In essence', the NG helicopter will be federalized. 

8 OSD through Col Bailey, has been advised of the approval 
LdcoAsS^nL in this situation and has stated OSD has no 
objections to the action- 

9 At 292249 EST the DDO (NMCC) established a con ^^ n ^ £ aL1 
witfsAC (MG Burkhart), AFOC AOC, and Commander 42nd Bomb 
wina Loring AFB informing them of the approval to use tne at y 
NG helicopter with the constraints listed in para 6 
Commander P 42nd Bomb Wing stated that there was no utili^ xn 

the helicopter if it couldn’t cross the border. Air 
Force representative ETC Dyer was brought into the conference 
a£d Itated that AF had no objection to the border crossing 
At 292300 EST the DDO (NMCC) informed MG Sniff m of the border 
crossing issue. 

10 At 292325 EST MG 'sniff in informed the DDO (NMCC) tha t -- - - 

■ approval wa s granted for the NG helicopter to cross the border 
with the consent of Canadian authorities. The DDO (NMCC) 
assured MG Sniffin that the Canadians were ^coopera ting and 
had already given consent to cross the bor^ej. . 

11 At 292334 EST another conference call was convened by 

■£;£» ES> »«* «h. above (par. 9) 

them of the authority to cross the border if ne.essa. . xne 

were no further questions ^fM'th^OTplSen^of the NG 

with the procedures established for the employe 

helicopter . 

< ^^^^^0BERTS , JR. 

Brigadier General, USMC 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 
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AS OF 01080 0 US? NOV 7: 


WEST HEM 


HELICOPTER SITED AT LORIHG 

# At 312 317 EST , a visual sighting of an unidentified object was 
reported 4 nautical miles northwest of Lcring AFB , Maine. The 
alert helo at Loring was launched to identify the object but was 
unable to make contact. The. alert helo was launched again at 0101 
EST in response to a slow moving target picked up by RAP CON . This 
r tie v;as also unable to make contact with the object. (SOURCE: 

- nd B«v 01 OS 253 NOV 75) 


AS 0? 011300 E3T NOV 75 


helicopter sighted at losing 

'a ,,„ 17 r-e T net a visual sighting of an unidentified object 

<* -n.* S3 

alert heio at boring ^““ n ^|“ t ^ e lo was launched again at 01014 

unable to ~.a):e contact. The a. taraet picked up bv RAPCON. 

^s^^e^ValL^S^He'contLt with the object. (SOORC 
4 2D BV? 010825Z NOV 7 5) 

w) . copy of.—..?.* rio™«U! d »sr !t 

S«EP. (SOURCE; MILRSST TO SECDEF) ■ 



N M C C. 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 Y 

Y 31 October 1975 

0451 EST 

THEJOINT STA^r 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject: Low Flying Aircraft/Helicopter Sightings at 

rJurtsmith AFB, MX. 


1. The SAC Command. Post notified the NMCC of reported low 
flying aircraft/helicopter sightings at Wurtsmith AFB, 
Michigan at 302342 EST- 

2. * The attached OPREP-3s give .a summary of the reported 
sightings - 

i I 

» * \ 


Attachments 

a/s 

Distribution : 

J— 30 
J— 31 

'DDO(NMCC) 

ADDO (NMCC) 
CCOC(NMCC) 

WHEM DESK (NMCC) 




i 

i 





LVENT :• • 

t lentified Helicopter Intrusion 

.v vri on: 

l-?urt smith APB , MI 


DATE/ TIME Or EVENT.:., 

30/2255E Oct 1975_ 
TIME REPORTED TO AFGC: 

30/2327E Oct 1975 


S nc (Lt Col^Giordano) reports that an unidentiried helicopter 
with no llghts came up over the back gate of Kurtsmich and . 
hovered over the Weapons Storage Area and then moved on.- 

RAPCON had it painted for a short period. A tanker ^-2700 feet 

had visual and skin paint out over Lake Huron i.or ^bout 20 miles 
heading SE. Tanker reports he thinks he saw a second skm panu.. 
The tanker lost all contact about 35 miles SE of the? ase o er ^ 
the lake. Tanker is still flying trying to locate by means o_ 
telephonic search with FAA and RAP CON. Increased, security • 
initiated at Wurtsnith. • . . * _ , . , 

31/0030E Update: Lt Col Giordano (SAC Senior Controller) updates 

and corrects the above information as follows: An unidentified 

low f Sfna aircraft came up over the back gate of Wurtsmith and 
vras visually sighted in the vicinity of the motor 
showed several aircraft at the time, one near the i.SA itne^e was 
no hoveling as previously reported). A tanker was dispatched and- 
had vIsuS and Lin paint out oyer Lake ‘Huron of a low flying 
Vrraft (with lichts. on) heading SE at approximately 150 knots. 

Ler re ports that t h^-aircraft appeared to be joined by another 
aircraft (with its lights on also) . Tanker reports that both • 
aircraft then turned out their lights simultaneously , as if on 
sicnal Tanker lost all contact approximately 35 hM SE of the 
b-Ie ' Uponinformation that the Dept of Natural Resources sends: 
out aircraft searching for hunters spotting dear, .the Dep*. of 
Natural Resources was contacted; however, they maintain non- of 
their sircraft were in the area at: the time. 
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TU-^ijU PUCSHIJ2C63 JSttfCSW »» _T»S- IKJUU— WE^HO A. ' 

p ^auu znzi 

-ty PCL07 OCT 75 ■ 

3 »7o B y c° wuaTSNiTH MI /JJCCSS Al/THr?// ' 

7 C*i / S AC CP- FO PC £ ST AT JS _ fj* i Ijj j j • j . f ^ \ / 

H/SAC C° LOGISTICS ' \J (w// 

M /e .y C? rOPCC STATUS U _• 

1>:/_8A f c a LOGISTICS 

j ’r ^ KC* A / CS ut c * yn • 

jr XiA A/USAr FWO 2 ? S OXV FT RTTCHI- • 

r « / - V or? rp 3 T£ i_r /7 S- C2 1“ 01 

.CLASSIFIED JOPRE* ^"^^£™KU«XTf 8iCK ‘ 64 TE 

T 0 3WSZ CSC ADVISED C» W».TKtS cv p, - HE S AS E AT 

on T T£3 CM UNIDENTIFIED A- - *• £T ■ _L -•• £▼ ^CRAFT WAS ALSO 

p m OX C3Z3Z. I NI T I AL s EP C5 T T ^ C . s - 1 REPORTS SAIO THAT 

3SSHVEC IN THE VICINITY 0^«A ”-^-’3S IN THE LOCAL TRAFFIC 
IRCRAFT OBSERVED NAY HAVE * T * £Y , K4Q SKIN PAINTED ON 

ATTERN- AT 0330Z KC 135 i _ CC’JLD NOT S=»OT . 

ADAR-AN AIRCRAFT 6 1/2 ““j,"* °g*” z ‘wE KC-135 KICKED UP THE 

HE AIRCRAFT VISUALLY. AT A ^RP-v3=-*. 0 2C/2 I ON A VISUAL 

,\rOEN T ’ ,rTr O AIRCRAFT Nc. OF THE 3-5t_ 

-AGE 02*RbCSHIJ 2CS8 UNCUS' . T pCRAFT ZN A TRAIL FORMATION’ 

Sir 'TNG- KC-135 SAIO HE S-tt - KC-13S SAID HE L OS T CONTACT 

30. -APPROX rsc KIAS I^AOIK^SOU • . , • j^ KTIf . I£0 FORMATION CM 
WITH THE -CRMATTCN AT 0413- - T TKr ; iscr , ft S0UT „ TO T HE MICH. . 

«S”o I™ ^THE-eASE 4? A 

EA CH TIME the KC-135 LCST V I h^ t NC » r0G3ESS . REPORTS 

FU r L BROACHED 01 MINI HUMS- 

70 FCLLCB as INFO IS OBTAINED f . 
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DDO UPDATE 


AS OF 31050C EST OCT 1975 


LOK FLVINC A I PC RAFT/?] ELI COPTER SIGHTINGS 

(U) «pVjrv s*c Senior Controller notified the NMCC a>- 3023-: 2 -uS- 
of unidentified low-flving aircraft/helicopter s ig^rings at 
tcnith ATS, MI. One aircraft was visually signteo in the 
vi'vr'itv of the motor pool. RAP CON showed several objects on 
radar at the same rime. A tanker was dispatched to tne area^anc 
obtained both visual and radar shin painr o. two aircraru. JCu. 
aircraft had lights on initially but appeared to turn them on 
simultaneously. (SOURCE: OPREP-3 3 02 3 27 OCT 75) 
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DDO UPDATE 


AS Or Col 4 0 0 SST NOV 


UFO SIGHTING . / _ • 

-> c 4 -- non^^fi r ST Nov 75 , Mel n*s trO:» AF3 Ki 
<°> ? r °* ° 8 ^ 2 iites 4 po-ted a series of visual and radar contacts 

Sith °nlcentiliec fiylni objects, ^^so^ aSfvi^e^sIrvid 
locations incluaed jet engine soun-soc^ NORAD Region 

bright lights. Two interceptors sc, amulet .ron 
failed to make contact wiuh uhe UFO s. 

(0) The UFO sightings occurred on a " .^“^^^us^Dhenomena similar 1 
l £ s 45 miles. Although northern Ug»t* will «^ a P no possibility 
to the received reports, weather ser auest i on (SOURCE: NMCC 

of northern lights during the period m question. . 

MFR 080600 EST NOV 75. 





NO RTK DAKOTA 

(U) At 032115 EST a penetration of the flight line at Grand Forks AF3 
by unknown persons was reported by AFOC. At least two KC-135 aircraft 
were hit by small arms fire. Security forces with dogs are tracking 
the unknown attackers. (SOURCE: AFOC) 
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THAT t 
A KTNri 
L'lTTM A 
TT«F- I 


HFV WAn SFFN STRANGE OBJECTS TN THF SKY. SOMF RFPORTFD 
, OF RTRn-lTKF ORJfCT VHILF OTHERS PFPOPTFD- A HFLIC 0 P 7 FR 
l TnHT OK- THERE UFRE NO HELICOPTERS A IP BORNE AT T«AT 

AFTFR. Hr 70 L 0 T CIH 7 FN TT WAS ONLY 
ANO HAD TALKFn TO HE HR ASAD TOWER HF rFCIDFO TO LOOK FOR 
F_ HF NOTICFO AN OBJFCT IN THE SXY SIMILAR TO A STAR 
ANn BRIGHTER. HF DECIDED TO S CP A M RL F AN F-* FROM 
iKKT AFR TO TNVFSTTGATF. 

T *ni sn HRS ON THF 19 TH THE F — 4 TOOK OFF -AND PROCEEDED 
OINtT * AB OUT *n NM NORTH OF -TEHP AN * DUE TO TTS BRILLIANCE 
.JFCT WAS FASTLY VISIBLE FROH 70 MILES AWAY. 

u APPROACHED A RANGF OF. 25 N« HF LOST. ALL T KSTRlJHFNTA TTD K 
IMMIINTCATTONS IUHF AND INTER COM 5 * HF RPQKF OFF 'THE 
IFPT AND HF An Fn BACK TO SHAMPOO. WHEN THE F-^ TURNFD 
ROM THF ORJFCT AND A °P ARF NTL Y WS NO LONGER A THREAT 
THF ATPCRAFT REGAINED ALL -INSTRUMENTATION AND COH- 
.TIONS- AT;ni ft D UPS A SECOND F*— A WAS L A (INCHED- -THE 
ATFR AC OUT RFD A RADAR LOCK ON AT 2 7 NM . 12 0 *CL 0 C* 

OSTYTON WITH THE VC «R ATE OF CLOSURE) AT 150 NM.PH. 

PANGF DEC PEAS FD TO 75 NK THF ORJFCT MOVED AWAY AT- A 
THAT U a S V ISTR LE • O N THE RADAR SCOPE AND -STAYED AT 25 NH. 

Hr *ST 7 E' OF THF RAnAR RETURN WAS COMPARABLE TO -THAT OF. 

TANKFR. THF VISUAL ST 7 F OF TWF OBJFC T WAS DIFFICULT 
CFRW RFCAUSF OF ITS INTENSE -BRILLIANCE » -THE 
THAT TT GAVE OFF UAS THAT OF FLASHING- STROBE LIGHTS 
FD^TN A’ RECTANGULAR PATTFRN AND ALTERNATING BLUF- GREEN* 

ID ORANGE TN COLOR. THE SFOUENCE Oc/TKF LIGHTS -WAS SO 
HAT ALL THF COLORS COilLD BE SF FN AT ON CF - THF OBJFCT 
IF PURSUING F-tt CONTINUED ON* A COURSE TO THE SOUTH OF 
I. UHFN -ANOTHFP BRIGHTLY LIGHTED OBJFCT- FSTIHATED TO BE 
,LF so ONE THIRD THE APPARENT SI 7 E OF THE M.OON* CA«E 
THF ORIGINAL OBJFCT. THIS- SECOND OBJECT HEADED STRAIGHT 
i THF F -4 AT A VERY FAST RATE OF SPEED- THE PTLOT 
TED TO FIRE AN AIM -9 MISSILE AT:THF OBJECT BUT AT -THAT. 

IT HIS WEAPONS CONT ROL - PAN EL -WENT OFF ANn HE LOST ALL 
TCAYTONS UJHF.AND INTERPHONE). AT THIS POINT THE PILOT 
TFD A TURN ANn NFGATIVF G -DIVE T 0 GET AWAY. AS HF 
I THF 0 BJFA 7 FELL IN TRAIL .'AT WHAT APPEARED TO BE ABOUT 
I- AS HE -CONTINUED IN. HIS TURN AW A Y . F PO M THE PRIMARY 
THF SECOND OBJECT W FN T -T 0 THE INSIDE OF HIS- TURN THEN 
TD 70 THF PRIMARY OBJFCT FOR A PERFECT RFJOIN. _ .. • 

HOP FLY AFTER THE SECOND OBJECT JOINED UP WITH THE 
Y OBJECT ANOTHER OBJFCT APPEAR FD TO COME OUT OF THF 
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(ITHfP VOF OF THF PRIMARY OBJECT ROT KG STRAIGHT OOWM.tT A ■ 

OF SPFFO. THF F-F CRFU HAO REGAINED COMMUNICATIONS 

:’n Ihf control panel and hatched the object 

THF GROUND ANTICIPATING A LARGE EXPLOSION. THIS OR JFCT A F r . 

TO COHF TO PFST GENTLY ON THF FARTH ANT) -LAST A VERY BRIGHT • 

LIGHT- OVFR AN APFA OF AR 01 IT 7-3 K ILGMETFRS - _ 

THF CRFU OFSCFNOEO FROM THFT P ALT ITU OF OF 2 ***- TO. 15 ” AKO 
CONTINUFO TO ORSFRVF A NT) HARK -THF OBJFCT ’5 POSITION. THFT 
HAD SOM=- DIFFICULTY IN ADJUSTING THF IR NIGHT VISIBILITY FOP - 

FOP A STRAIGHT IN CANDI N( >. THrPF WAS A LOT 0 I E ' 

ON vTHF IJHF A»D FAC» TIHF THFY PASSFO THROUGH A HAG. BFARING 
OF Isn nFGRFF FPOH FHPABAT) THFY. LOST THF TP COMMUNICATIONS M,HF 
*Nrr l*TI?»*HONF:> ANn TH£ INS FLU CTllATFH FPQH 30 DEGREES — 50 nFGR£E<L 

THF OAF CIVIL ATRLTNFP THAT WAS APPROACHING HFHRAB AO DURING THIS 
r AM c TIJ-F FtPFPtENCFO COHMUN ICA TI ONS FAILUPF IN .THF SAH£ 
v>I FINI TY xiLO 7 IIL HI RUT DIO NOT RFPOPT SEEING ANYTHING. 

UHTtF ^HF^ ON A LONG /INAL -APPROACH TKC- CPFU NOTICED 

ANOTHER cylinder smapfd OBJFCT »ABOUT_THF ^ITE ”!j • * flashfp - * 

»" VON) WTtH BRIGHT STFADY lights on each fnd and A FLASHFU . . 

•hf MTnnrf- VHFN oiifrifd thf touer statfo therf was no - 

iTYiwFP KNOTTN TRAFFIC IN THF APFA.-OUPIN^THF TIHyHAT THF . 

ORJFrT PISSFD OVFR THE F-A THF. TOUFP "DID NOT HAVE A. VISUAL 
ON TT BUt ^CXFD IT »P .AFTER THE PILOT TOLD THEN TO LOOK 
rttoffn thf mountains and the rffinepy. 

r nuafNK -daylight thf. f-o crfu uas taken out to the 

APFA IN A HFL-ICtlPTFR UHFRF THE OBJECT APPAPFNTLT- HAn. LANDFD. 
NOTHING. HAS NOTICED -AT THE SPOT .UHFRF .THEY T HOUGHT THE OBJECT 
LANOFD 1 A DRY LAKE RED) BUT AS TH E Y Cl PCtE D O-F TO^THF 
PEST OF THF APFA THFT PTCKFtl UP A VFRY NOT TC FABLE B.EPEP 
SIGNAL fiTiTHE POINT U HF RE THF RETURN *UAS THE LOUDEST *VAS 

A C . M *. t» F Y T»| AEOPLE 

L-TTHTN TF THFY HAO NOTICED ANYTHING STRANGFLAST NIGHT . -THE . 

£o£f TADKFD ABOUT A LOUD NOISE AND A VERY BRIGHT LIGHT^ 

I TKF LIGHTENING. THF ‘ AIRCRAFT AND AREA UHFRF. THE OBJECT IS- 
BFLUFV^n VO -HA^ LANDED ARE BEING CHECKED FOR POSSIBLE RADIATION. . 


I MORE INFORMATION HILL RE 

FORUARnEtT WHEN IT RECOMES AVAILABLE- 

x dd s 7- > r nrc7?nnr . » * 
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NASA 

Natona! ^eronautcs and 
ipace ^dmndraicn 

INFORMATION SHEET Prepared by: 

Number 78-1 LFF-3/Public Services Branch 

Office of External Relations 
NASA Headquarters 
Washington, DC 20546 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

The information contained here has been compiled to respond 
to queries on Unidentified Flying Objects directed to the White 
House as well as NASA. 

NASA is the focal point for answering public inquiries to 
the White House relating to UFOs. NASA is not engaged in a re- 
search program involving these phenomena, nor is any other govern- 
ment agency. 


BACKGROUND 

In July of 1977, Dr. Frank Press, Director of Science and 
Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President, wrote to 
Dr. Robert A. Frosch, the NASA Administrator, suggesting NASA 
should answer all UFO-related mail and also to consider whether 
NASA should conduct an active research program on UFOs. In a 
letter dated December 21, 1977, Dr. Frosch agreed that NASA will 
continue to respond to UFO-related mail as it has in the past 
and, if a new element of hard evidence that UFOs exist is brought 
to NASA's attention from a credible source, NASA will analyze the 
unexplained organic or inorganic sample and report its findings. 
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Quoting from Dr. Frosch's December 21 letter: "...If some 

new element of hard evidence is brought to our attention in the 
future, it would be entirely appropriate for a NASA laboratory to 
analyze and report upon an otherwise unexplained organic or 
inorganic sample; we stand ready to respond to any bona fide 
physical evidence from credible sources. We intend to leave the 
door clearly open for such a possibility. 

"We have given considerable thought to the question of what 
else the 'United States might and should do in the area of UFO 
research. There is an absence of tangible or physical evidence 
available for thorough laboratory analysis. And, because of 
the absence of such evidence, we have not been able to devise a 
sound scientific procedure for investigating these phenomena. 

To proceed on a research task without a sound disciplinary 
framework and an exploratory technique in mind would be wasteful 
and probably unproductive. 

"I do not feel that we could mount a research effort with- 
out a better starting point than we have been able to identify 
thus far. I would therefore propose that NASA take no steps to 
establish research in this area or to convene a symposium on 
this subject. 
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"I wish in no way to indicate that NASA has come to any 
conclusion about these phenomena as such; institutionally, we 
retain an open mind, a keen sense of scientific curiosity and a 
willingness to analyze technical problems within our competence." 


Reports of unidentified objects entering United States air 
space are of interest to the military as a regular part of 
defense surveillance. Beyond that, the U.S. Air Force no longer 
investigates reports of UFO sightings. 

This was not always the case. On December 17, 1969, the 
Secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of Project 
Blue Book, the Air Force program for UFO investigation started 
in 1947. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations, the USAF 
said,’ was based on; (1) an evaluation of a report (often called 
the Condon Report) prepared by the University of Colorado and 
entitled "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" (2) 
a review of the University of Colorado report by the National 
Academy of Sciences; (3) past UFO studies; and (4) Air Force 
experience investigating UFO reports for two decades. 
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As a result of these investigations and studies, and ex- 
perience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 
conclusions of the Air Force were: (1) no UFO reported, investi- 

gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 
indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has 
been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force 
that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent 
technological developments or principles beyond the range of 
present day scientific knowledge? and (3) there has been no 
evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 
are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and controlling the program for investi- 
gating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation has been permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives 
and Records Service, 8th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20408, and is available for public review and 
analysis. Those wishing to review this material may obtain a 
researcher's permit from the National Archives and Record 
Service . 
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Also available: 

Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects. Condon 
Report study conducted by the University of Colorado under con- 
tract F44620-76-C-0035 . Three volumes,, l,465p. 68 plates. Photo- 
duplicated hard copies of the official report may be ordered for 
$6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 680:975, AD 680:976, 
and AD 680:977, from the National Technical Information Service, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, VA 22151. 

Review of University of Colorado Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel of the National 
Academy of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. 
Photoduplicated hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541 
from the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Springfield, VA 22151. 


NASA is aware of the many UFO reports made in recent years. 
-However, the majority of inquiries to NASA concerning UFO sight- 
ings address themselves to the reported sightings by astronauts 
during Earth orbital and lunar missions and the report by 
President Carter while serving as Governor of Georgia. 
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During several space missions NASA astronauts reported 
phenomena not immediately explainable. ' However, in every 
instance NASA satisfied itself that what had been observed was 
nothing which could be termed abnormal in the space environment. 
The air-to-ground tapes of all manned missions are available 
at the Johnson Space Center, Houston, for review by the serious 
researcher . 

On- October 12 , 1973, while serving as Governor of Georgia, 
Mr. Carter responded to inquiries from the National Investiga- 
tions Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) saying that he had 
seen a bright, moving object in the sky over Leary, Georgia, in 
October of 1969. He said the object was visible for 10 to 12 
■inutes and, at one point, shone as brightly as the Moon. The 
regional NICAP representative investigated the sighting and 
reported there was no evidence to support anything beyond placing 
what Mr. Carter saw in NICAP 1 s "unidentified" category. However, 
it has been suggested by some students of aerial phenomena that 
Mr. Carter may have viewed the Planet Venus which, at certain 
times, may appear many times brighter than a star of the first- 
magnitude . 

Since NASA is not engaged in day-to-day UFO research, it 
does not review UFO-related articles intended for publication, 
evaluate UFO-type spacecraft drawings or accept accounts of 
UFO sightings or applications for employment in the field of 
’rial phenomena investigation. All such material will be 
returned with NASA's thanks to the sender. 


7 


A number of universities and scientific organizations have 
considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. 
In addition, a number of private domestic and foreign groups 
continue to review UFO sighting reports actively. Some of these 
organizations are: 


(1) National Investigations Committee on 

Aerial Phenomena 
John L. Acuff, Director 
Suite 23 

3535 University Boulevard, West 
Kensington, MD 20795 
(301) 949-1267 

(2) The Committee for the Scientific Investigation 

of Claims of the Paranormal 
UFO Subcommittee 
P.obert Sheaf fer, Chairman 
9805 McMillan Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(301) 589-8371 

(3) Aerial Phenomena Research Organization 
James and Coral Lorenzen, Directors 
3910 E. Kleindale Road 

Tucson, AZ 85712 
(602) 793-1825 

(4) Mutual UFO Network 

Walter H. Andrus, Jr., Director 
103 Old Towne Road 
Seguin, TX 78155 
(512) 379-9216 

(5) The Center for UFO Studies 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director 
924 Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60202 

(312) 491-1780 
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"iE SCIENCE CON FLICT 

UFD UPDATE 

By James Oberg 


F riction between science and fly- 
ing saucers has generated a bliz- 
zard of sparks over the years. 

The sides are well defined: Establishment 
scientists traditionally dismiss UFO data 
as fanciful fiction, while UFO enthusiasts 
portray themselves as outcast Galileos, 
prophets of a new scientific revolution. 

Advocates of Unidentified Flying Ob- 
jects insist that they are onto some extraor- 
dinary phenomenon unaccountable by 
contemporary science. The favorite theory 
involves alien spacecraft, but growing 
splinter groups promote various psychic, 
interdimensional, cross-temporal, con- 
spiratorial, or even more bizarre hy- 
potheses. Whatever it is. UFO enthusiasts 
assert, the confirmation of extraterrestrial 
: ngs could be a key to the next great 
akthrough in human knowledge, 
rew could argue such a premise. 

Early in 1977, the wire services reported 
that astronomers now favor scientific stud- 
ies of UFOs. According to The New York 
Times, ‘unidentified flying objects should 
be investigated further, a majority of 
trained astronomical observers said in a 
survey disclosed recently." 

Closer analysis showed that the private 
pro-UFO survey actually meant that only 
one-quarter of those polled responded 
that UFOs ‘certainly" or “probably" de- 
served study. with a few more agreeing 


that they "possibly" deserved study. More 
to the point, only one-quarter of 1 percent 
of the astronomers thought that UFOs 
were important enough to warrant their 
personal attention. 

But the poll did nevertheless seem to 
bestow some measure of scientific re- 
spectability to this topic, previously ranked 
among the lunatic fringe. The poll was 
symptomatic of the changing image of 
UFOs, and the new status of UFO re- 
searchers. 

After three decades of exuberant if ama- 
teurish fieldwork, furious propagandizing, 
and aimless theorizing, a number of UFO 
groups have finally begun to play the 
game using rules of science. Accepting 
the burden of proof, they have mounted an 
impressive scientific program designed to 
demonstrate, finally, that UFOs exist. 

On a dark hillside in Texas, white- 
uniformed men monitor a battery of instru- 
ments, hoping to catch and record the 
subtle physical effects alleged to accom- 
pany UFO visitations, m photographic 
laboratories across the country, data pro- 
cessing specialists analyze computerized 
images of alleged UFO photographs, 
seeking evidence of forgery and potential 
proof of authenticity. A computerized data 
base in Chicago prints out pattern analy- 
ses of UFO sightings, seeking a signal 
behind the noise of thousands of annual 


reports. Pieces of metal picked up near 
alleged landing.sites undergo spectro- 
scopic examination in well-equipped 
laboratories. 

These are the techniques of science, 
applied to a subject long regarded as be- 
yond the fringes of science. But these are 
the techniques that will produce proof, if 
proof is possible. '■ 

Standards ^re.now tighter and the 
experience of UFO investigators greater, 
so that many "unknowns" have dimin- 
ished. More and more cases have been 
solved , but always a fraction remain un- ! 
solved, unexplained, unidentified. This : 

residue of unknowns is the basis for UFO j 
enthusiasts' hope. Skeptics disagree, 
saying that inherent limitations in human 
perception, memory, and knowledge will 
always introduce a small artificial residue 
of unknowns. 

So what kind of data will stand up to sci- 
entific standards, not as a leftover residue • 
of mysteries but as a definitive list of re- ; 
corded events? 

Laying aside the possibilities that alien 
ambassadors will land at the White House 
or that the fabled “secret captured flying 
saucer" will ever be rescued from alleged 
governmental oblivion, hard evidence for 
the reality and respectability of UFOs must 
come from laboratories now engaged in 
scientific research. 

The “Project Starlight International" 
team, privately but generously funded by 
some Texas millionaires, has assembled 
an array of instruments that could produce 
incontrovertible evidence. They have cam- 
eras, radar, spectrometers, magnetome- 
ters, radiation sensors, gravitometers. and 
a small laser beam to communicate with 
extraterrestrials should they happen by. 

The Starlight UFO trap has now been in 
full operation for nearly three years. New 
equipment continues to be added, includ- ; 
ing a radar set and computerized alert , 
system that automatically telephones vol- 
unteer skywatchers in the vicinity of a 
computed UFO position. The system 
works well in drills— but nothing substan- 
tive has resulted. 

The most exciting recent events have 
dealt with a fierce wood tick infestation on 



Spectacular glowing UFO was photographed from a Concorde during 1973 solar eclipse. 
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the hillside where the Starlight equipment 
is mounted. White-clad UFO watchers 
oend to their technical tasks amid the 
fumes of sulfur bombs. They watch a sky 
< 1 airplanes, meteors, satellites, kites, 

ns, birds, ball lightning, migrating 
olown spiders, and maybe, just 
maybe, something else. But. as Starlight 
project director Ray Stanford told col- 
leagues at a 1976 UFO conference, 'If we 
search for ten years with what we’ve got 
and we don't find anything, then we're go- 
ing to have to admit that nothing is there." 

One of the most visible aspects of the 
phenomenon is a growing collection of 
UFO photographs. While the vast majority 
of UFO sighting reports are made by hon- 
est. perplexed, often reluctant witnesses, 
most photographs are hoaxes. To sepa- 
rate out the possibly authentic photos, if 
any at all, experts use photoanalysis 
For example. Dr. Bruce Maccabee. a re- 
searcher for the National Investigations 
Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP). 
has made densitometric scans of a fa- 
mous 1 950 photo from McMinnville, Ore- 
gon. The scans support the skeptical 
'Condon Committee" conclusion that the 
photo could in fact be of a large structured 
disk 50 feet or more in diameter. But an- 
other expert, computer specialist Robert 
Sheaffer, concluded that the photo was 
made with a smudged lens and that the 
obiect appears to be hanging from an 
ead power line. Condon Committee 
igators later changed their minds 
Q..wi agreed with Sheaffer. 

Specialists at the ‘Ground Saucer 
Watch' (GSW) office in Phoenix also apply 
advanced data processing techniques to 
photographs. Their work has raised howls . 
of protest from traditional UFO groups be- 
cause many of the more famous photos 
have been denounced by GSW as frauds. 
However, GSW has compiled a small list of 
photos that they suggest could be genu- 


ine. Again, other researchers disagree, 
and scientific debate is raging on the va- 
lidity of such processing techniques. 

Computer scientists have a favorite 
proverb: ‘Garbage in, garbage out.' It 
means that bad input data can be manipu- 
lated to produce nearly any output de- 
sired, but it will be useless. That, so far, 
seems to be the fate of UFO computerized 
data banks, since data processing spe- 
cialists have criticized them for not having 
sufficient control over the validity of input 
data. UFO proponents, appealing to math- 
ematical formulas from information theory, 
claim that a proper computer program can 
filter out the garbage and sift through to 
the authentic residue. 

Nor have laboratories produced any 
specimen that could not have been ob- 
tained from ordinary sources on earth. Ex- 
otic space metals or artifacts continue to 
oe reported, but none have passed the in- 
vestigation of professional laboratories. 

Yet these debates have changed mark- 
edly from the days when UFOs were the 
topic for screwball religious cults, nasty in- 
sinuations about witnesses 1 sanity and/or 
sobriety, and knee-jerk gullibility. Today's 
arguments must stand up to the time- 
tested standards of scientific research. 
Perhaps they will reveal something, per- 
haps not. But it’s the only way to find out 
for sure. 


In light of the need for better scientific 
research about UFOs, it is particularly 
frustrating to read published reports that 
‘NASA has reacted a White House re- 
quest to reopen the government- 
sponsored research program." But the 
real story is not so open-and-shut as these 
pessimistic accounts would indicate. 

Actually, the story began when Presi- 
dent Carter promised to release all UFO 
data, if elected. Once elected, he discov- 


ered that the Air Force's ‘Blue Book* files 
were already being declassified, and ev- 
erybody denied having any other files. 
Carter's science adviser. Dr. Frank Press, 
was assigned the task of answering UFO- 
related mail from the public. A flood of mail 
arrived, demanding that the * real secret 
files" be released. 

Overwhelmed with queries. Press asked 
NASA director Dr. Robert Frosch if NASA 
might handle the mail. In the letter, one 
paragraph innocently asked if NASA 
would consider convening a panel to de- 
cide if a new official investigation was war- 
ranted. 

Following several months of consider- 
ation, NASA said that it could see no rea- 
son to undertaken new investigation. 
However, Frosch offered to make NASA 
laboratories available to analyze any 
UFO "physical evidence" that might be 
submitted. 

Six months later, nothing has been offi- 
cially submitted. 


If UFOs are alien spacecraft (and while 
this is the leading theory, many other 
schools of thought have come and gone), 
it’s likely that earth’s spaceships may have 
been able to encounter them in outer 
space. Stories have sprung up about how 
‘our astronauts have seen them too!" 

In fact, each story can be traced back to 
authors’ misunderstandings, distortions, 
exaggerations, or just plain fabrications. 
There does not appear to be a single case 
on record of American or Soviet spacemen 
encountering anything extraordinary 
in terms of normal space occurrences. 

The most famous case, however, con- 
tinues to thrive. It deals with a UFO seen 
by astronaut James McDivitt on the 
Gemtni-4 mission in June 1965. McDivitt 
insists that the beer-can shaped object 
was just another man-made satellite, but 
some observers have suggested that it 
was a glimpse of his own booster rocket in 
a nearby orbit. 

A ‘tadpole* photograph was released 
by NASA soon after the flight, taken from a 
series of movie frames. McDivitt claims he 
shot a few exposures with two still cam- 
eras. but they did not turn out. He didn’t 
touch the movie camera, and the blob of 
light released by an overeager photo tech- 
nician shows only a window reflection, he 
insists. 

APRO’s Dr. Harder, however, insists that 
the “tadpole" really was the UFO, despite 
what McDivitt thinks, and that it was being 
propelled by a plasma jet. Dr. Harder 
chooses to disregard the astronaut’s testi- 
mony and build his case on a few frames 
of reflections. UFO believers can only 
hope that most UFO evidence is not so in- 
substantial. 

Positive proof of a genuine UFO encounter 



UFO experts give ' the benefit of the doubt' to this Yungay, Peru photo and believe it genuine 
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coulc oe extremely valuable for the entire 
human race. It could be financially reward- 
ing for the owners of that proof. And it 
could spell financial ruin for one prominent 
UFO skeptic— unless, of course, he was 
*■ e delivering the proof. 

National Enquirer, a weekly tabloid 
r t . , paper with a circulation in the mil- 
lions. has a standing offer of $1 million for 
‘positive proof." The London-based whis* 
key bottler Cutty Sark. Ltd., recently un- 
veiled an even bigger prize of one million 
pounds Sterling, or about $1,800,000 at 
the present exchange rate. 

Lesser awards also are available in the 
absence of positive proof. The Enquirer 
annually grants up to $10,000 to witnesses 
of a UFO incident judged “most scientifi- 
cally valuable" by an independent panel of 
UFO specialists (the ‘Blue-Ribbon Panel," 
see box). And Cutty Sark has announced 
plans to award £1000 to the best-written 
essay on the UFO problem. 

Moreover, a number of London betting 
houses have accepted various wagers on 
the imminent visitations of extraterrestrials. 
But the world’s most famous “anti-UFO 
bet" has been set forth in the book UFOs 
Explained. 

Author Philip J. Klass, a senior editor of 
Aviation Week magazine and the nation’s 
leading UFO skeptic, claims he has chal- 
lenged UFO believers "to put their money 
where their mouths are." Klass has offered 
to ^ay $1 0,000 to anyone who agrees to 
\ if and when certain criteria are met 
shing that a true UFO visitation has 


occurred. Every year until tha: happens, 
the wagerer must pay Klass tre sum of 
S100 (up to a maximum of SIOOO. after 
which payments cease but the bet re- 
mains in force). 

Less than a dozen UFO enthusiasts 
have signed up to date, usually on inside 
information that “this year the government 
is going to announce UFO contacts. ..." 
Such predictions have appeared in print 
nearly every year for a quarter of a century, 
but people still seem to believe them. 

Klass has become a little richer because 
of them. 

Only one UFO buff has maintained his 
bet in force, apparently more for publicity 
than persuasion. Stanton Friedman makes 
a living off his lecture tours proclaiming the 
reality of UFOs, and he responded to 
Klass’s needling by formally agreeing to 
the bet a few years ago. 

Additionally, Klass has offered to buy 
back all copies of his book UFOs Ex- 
plained if events prove his assertions in- 
correct. But pro-UFO scientist Robert Mc- 
Campbell has done Klass one better. He 
has offered to buy back copies of his book 
UFOIogy from anyone not satisfied with it. 
proof or no proof. 

Actually, Philip J. Klass already had 
been setting off multimegaton detonations 
among the ranks of UFO believers. Miffed 
when UFO experts in 1968 ridiculed a seri- 
ous (and still tenable) suggestion that 
many UFOs were actually ball lightning, 
the by nature combative aviation reporter 


threw himself into serious investigations of 
what were regarded as the "best" classic 
UFO cases. He often dug up startling (and 
embarrassing) new evidence but has be- 
come a pariah in UFO circles (Hynek 
refuses to appear together with him, and 
Hynek's “UFO bibliography" handout 
pointedly ignores Klass’s two books). 

With the death of astronomer Donald 
Menzel in 1976. Klass has emerged as the 
nation's leading UFO skeptic. He spurns 
the word "debunker." with its connotations 
of knee-jerk dismissals and unorthodox 
points of view. Instead, Klass attempts to 
investigate UFO cases more deeply than 
might other researchers who have sub- 
conscious desire$.to actually find proof of 
extraterrestrial visitors. Concentrating only 
on the generally acclaimed “best cases." 
Klass often has exposed the superficiality 
of work done by pro-UFO experts. 

In 1977, he joined with other scientists 
and educators in forming the “Committee 
for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of 
the Paranormal," a group that has de- 
nounced easy acceptance by the public 
of allegedly baseless beliefs in astrology, 
the Bermuda Triangle, ESP. “ancient astro- 
nauts," and other .so-called modern myths. 
Klass heads a small but potent band of 
skeptical investigators called the UFO 
Subcommittee. At the very least, this 
group demands the tightening of stan- 
dards in so-called scientific UFOIogy. The 
level of carelessness of many pro-UFO ex- 
perts has markedly declined, so progress 
is being made. DO 


THESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING 


Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS), 1 909 Sherman Suite 207, 
Evanston, IL 60201 . Self-styled pinnacle of UFO activities, this 
small group generally depends on other groups tor data. Dr. 
Allen Hynek does the public appearances and fund raising, 
whtie researcher Allan Hendry carries out actual coordination 
and in-depth investigation. Two publications: CUFOS 
Quarterly Bulletin . SI 5/yr.; and International UFO Reporter, 
$12/yr. 

Aerial Phenomenon Research Organization (APRO), 3910 E. 
Kleindale, Tucson, AZ 85712. Among the longest surviving 
UFO. groups (represented in 50 countries), APRO is held to- 
gether by the dedication of its cofounders Jim and Coral 
Lorenzen, who have recently led the group to specialize 
w(critics say monopolize) in “UFO abduction cases." APRO 
Bulletin, $ 1 0/yr. for 12 issues. 

National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (Nl- 
CAP), Suite 23. 3535 University Blvd., Kensington MD 20795. 
Another old group, unfortunately in a downhill slide following a 
decade of organizational in-fighting. NICAP Bulletin. $10/yr. 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON). 103 Oldtowne Road, Seguin, 
TX 78155. A vigorous, expanding group acting in concert with 
CUFOS. MUFON UFO Journal, $8/yr. 

Ground Saucer Watch (GSW), 13238 North 7th Drive, Phoenix, 
AZ 85029. Highly professional organization (membership by 
*ation only), which applies vigorous scientific standards to 
1 investigations. Quarterly journal free with membership. 

. jject Starlight International (PSI), PO Box 5310, Austin TX 
78763. Somewhat mysterious organization with the best array 


of gadgets yet assembled to measure UFOs — if only they 
could find one. Irregular bulletin sent in exchange for cash 
donations. 

Committee Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS), 191 E. 161st St., 
Bronx NY 1 0451 . New offshoot of GSW, this small group is us- 
ing Freedom of Information suits to extract allegedly secret 
hypothetical government "UFO files." Newsletter $10/yr. 

20th Century UFO Bureau, 756 Haddon Avenue, Col- 
lingswood, NJ 08108. This group, associated with Dr. Carl 
McIntyre's ‘20th Century Reformation Hour," believes that 
some UFOs are angels and signs of the imminent Second 
Coming. However, other UFOs are sent by Satan to confuse 
people lest they recognize the angels. 

UFO Suocommittee of the "Committee for the Scientific Inves- 
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal," 923 Kensington Avenue, 
Buffalo. NY 14215. The first formal organization of UFO skep- 
tics. who tackle the ‘best UFO cases' on record, often with 
spectacular success, much to the dismay of most UFO buffs. 
Reports of activities are included in the Committee publication 
The Skeptical Inquirer (formerly Zetetic ), $12/yr. 

The National Enquirer 's Blue Ribbon Panel of UFO experts 
(who review ‘best cases" for cash rewards). Two regular 
members (James Harder and Leo Sprinkle) are joined by a 
changing cadre of obscure “UFO experts," including this 
year’s Willard Armstrong and John L. Warren. More respected 
UFOIogists have declined offers of membership. Send contest 
entries to UFO REWARD, National Enquirer, Lantana FL, 
33464. All entries will be evaluated. 
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1. Early in the morning of ?J Dec HO (approx iuuLuly 0300L), two ULiAF 
security police patrolmen saw unusual lights outside the back gate at 

•RAF Woudbridye. Thinking an aircraft might have crashed or been forced v 
down, they called for permission to go outside the gate to Investigate.- * 
The on-duty flight chief responded and allowed three patrolmen to pro- 
ceed un f uo t . Tl«r individuals reported, ^easing a strange glow-iny object 
in the forest. The object was described as- beiny meta/lic in appearance 
and triangular in shape,, approximately two to three meters across, the*' 
base ani£ ap|>roxima tel y two meters high. It |1 laminated- ther entire- forest 
with: i white light. The object i tsel f had a pulsing red- 1 ight on* top and. 
a banlt($) of blue lights underneath. The object was. hovering or* on leys. 

As the patrolmen approached the object, it maneuvered through the trees-, 
and disappeared. At this time animal s on a nearby farm went into, a 
frenzy. The object was briefly lighted approximately an< hour later nfc*r 
the back- gate. ^* 

2. The next day, three depressions 1 1/2** deep and 7 M in diameter were-: 
found where the object. had been sighted on the ground. The following, 
night (29 Dec 80) r.he area was checked tor radiation, bet a/ gamma readings 
of 0.1 mi 1 1 i roentgens were recorded with peak n dings in the three de- 
pressions and near the cL*nter of the triangle iotiwtf by the depression.. • 

A nearby tree had moderate (.05-. 07 ) readings on the side of the- tree 
toward the depressions. 

3. Later in the night a rod sun- like light was :.een th*uugh the trees. 

It moved about and pulsed. At one point it appealed to throw off alowiny 
particles and then brute :iuLu five separate white objects and then dis- 
appeared. Immediately thereafter, three star-like *h}ects were noticed 
in the sky, two objects to the north and one ft. v* south, all of which 
were about 10 n olf thu iiurixun. The objects i.iuvv.<. <.i*idly in sharp anyuloi 

w movements and displayed red, green and blue lights T he objects to the 
north appeared to be elliptical through an 8-12 power 'v»is. They then 
turned to full circles. The objects to the north rttmri *ned . in the sky luf 
an hour or more. The object to the south was visible for two or three 
hours, and beamed down a. stream of light from time to time. Numerous indivi- 
duals, including the undersigned, witnessed the activities i ft paragraphs 



CHARLES I. HALT, Lt Coil „ USAr 
Deputy Base Coiiniander ' 
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Information Sheet 
Philadelphia Experiment; UFO's 


Over the years the Navy has received innumerable queries about the 
socalled Philadelphia Experiment'’ or "Project" and the alleged role 
of the Office of Naval Research (CNR) in it. The majority of these 
inquiries are directed to the Office -of Naval Research or to the Fourth 
Naval District in Philadelphia. The frequency of these queries predict- 
ably intensifies each time the experiment is mentioned by the popular 
press, often in a science fiction book. 


Tne genesis of the Philadelphia Experiment mvth dates back to 1955 with 
the publication of The Case for UFO's by the late Morris K. Jessup. 


Some time after the publication of the book, Jessup received correspond- 
5 r ° m 3 C ? rlos Miguel Allende, who gave his address as R.D. #1, Box 
, , Kensington, PA. In his correspondence Allende conmented on 

Jessup s took and gave details of an alleged secret naval experii^nt 
conducted by the Navy in Philadelphia in 1943. During the experiment, 
according to Allende, a ship was rendered invisible and teleported to 
and from Norfolk in a few minutes, with some terrible aftereffects for 
crew members. Supposedly, this incredible feat was accomplished by 
applying Einstein's "unified field" theory. Allende claimed that he had 
witnessed the experiment from another ship and that the incident was 
reported in a Philadelphia newspaper. The identity of the newsoaper has 
never been established. Similarly, the identity of Allende is unknown, 
and no information exists on his present address. 


lr } COp ^ Of Jessup's book was mailed anonymously to ONR. The paaes 

b the -i b °° k Were illters P ersed wi th hand written ooiriDents which alleaed" 
a knowledge of UFO’s, their means of motion, the culture and ethos of 
the beings occupying these UFO's, described in Dseudo-scientific and 
incoherent. terne. 


off ioe r s , then assigned to ONR, took a personal interest in the 
book and showed it to Jessup. Jessup concluded that the writer of 
the coments on his book was the same person who had written him about 
the Pniladelphia Experiment. These two officers personally had the book 
retyped and arranged for the reprint, in typewritten form, of 25 copies. 
The Ox ficers and their personal belongings have left ONR many vears ago, 
and ONR does not have a file copy of the annotated book. 
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Attachment 2 


Review 


of the 

University of Colorado Report on Unidentified Flying Objects 

by a 

Panel of the National Academy of Sciences 


The Panel was appointed in the latter part of October and early 
November 1968. The charge to the Panel was "to provide an independent 
assessment of the scope, methodology, and findings of the (University 
of Colorado) study as reflected in the (University's) Report." While 
the Panel largely restricted its review to this charge, it was thought 
both appropriate and necessary that the Panel become familiar with various 
scientific points of view as presented in other publications and reports 
by technically trained persons. 

It was not the task of the Panel to conduct its own study of UFOs 
or to invite advocates, scientifically trained or not, of various points 
of view to hearings. The task was to study the University's Report 
and to assess: First, its scope; namely, did the Report, in the opinion 

of the Panel, cover those topics that a scientific study of UFO phenomena 
should have embraced? Second, its methodology; namely, did the Report, 
in the opinion of the Panel, reveal an acceptable scientific methodology 
and approach to the subject? Third, its findings; namely, were the 
conclusions and interpretations warranted by the evidence and analyses 
as presented in. the Report and were they reasonable? 

In the oourse of its review the Panel consulted papers on the same 
subject by technically trained persons (for example, William Markowitz, 

"The Physics and Metaphysics of Unidentified Flying Objects," Science, 

15? ( 1967), pp. 1274-79. James E. McDonald, "Science, Technology, and 
UFOs," presented January 26, 1968, at a General Seminar of the United 
Aircraft Research Laboratories, East Hartford, Connecticut. Jame3 E. 
McDonald, "UFOs - An International Scientific Problem," presented March 
12, 1968, at the Canadian Aeronautics and Space Institute Astronautics 
Symposium, Montreal, Canada. James E. McDonald, "Statement on International 
Scientific Aspects of the Problems of Unidentified Flying Objects," 
sent to the United Nations on June 7, 1967. Donald H. Menzel, Flying 
Saucers , Harvard University Press (Cambridge, 1952). Donald H. Menzel 
and Lyle G. Boyd, The World of Flying Saucers , Doubleday (New York, 

1963). Report of Meetings of Scientific Advisory Panel on Unidentified 
Flying Objects , January 14-18, 1953- Special Report of the USAF Scientific 
Advisory Board ad hoc Committee to Review Project "Blue Book ," March, 1966. 
Symposium on Unidentified Flying Objects , Hearings before the Committee 
on Science and Astronautics, U.S. House of Representatives, Ninetieth 
Congress, Second Session, July 29, 1968). 
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The Panel began its review immediately after the Report became 
available on November 15, 1968, by an initial reading of the Report 
by each member of the Panel during a two-week period. The Panel convened 
on December 2 for a discussion of members' initial assessments, for 
consideration of the Panel's charge (scope, methodology, and findings 
in the Report), and for delineatioh of further steps in its review. 

The latter included the study of other documents presenting views and 
findings of technically trained persons (e.g., the documents cited above), 
further examination of the Report's sisnmary and findings, and further 
directed study of specialized chapters of the Report by appropriate 
members of the Panel. Extensive discussion, both by correspondence 
and by telephone, occurred during this period. The Panel met again 
on January 6, 1969, to conclude its deliberations and to prepare its 
findings, which are presented below. 

I. SCOPE 

The study by the University of Colorado commenced in October 1966 
and continued for about two years. Case studies of 59 reports of UFOs 
are presented in detail, with 68 plates; of these, ten reports predated 
the project, but were so well documented that they were included. A 
chapter is devoted to UFOs in history, one to UFO study programs in 
foreigi countries, and one to UFOs reported in the 20 years preceding 
the study. Ten chapters are devoted to perceptual problems, processes 
of perception and reporting, psychological aspects of UFO reports, optics, 
radar, sonic boom, atmospheric electricity and plasma interpretations, j 

balloons, instrumentation for UFO searches, and statistical analyses. 

(Twenty- four appendixes add detailed technical background to the study. 

Volume 4 concludes with an index of 27 pages.) 

In our opinion the scope of the study was adequate to its purpose : 
a scientific study of UFO phenomena . 

II. METHODOLOGY 

As a rule, field trips were made to investigate UFO reports only 
if they were less than a year old. The Report states that nearly all 
UFO sighting are of short duration, seldom last an hour and usually 
for a few minutes. Thus most investi^itions oonsisted of interviews 
with persons who made reports. Three teams, usually consisting of two 
persons each (a physical scientist and a psychologist, were employed 
in field investigations where telephonic communication with UFO-sighting 
individuals gave hope of gaining added information. The aim was to 
get a team to the site as quickly as possible after a reported sighting. 

(It was found that nearly all cases oould be classified in such categories 
as pranks, hoaxes, naive interpretations, and various types of misinterpretati 
A few events, which did not fit these categories, are left unexplained.) 

Materials and conditions amenable to laboratory approaches were, 
investigated — e.g., alleged UFO parts by chemical analysis, automobile 
ignition failure by simulation studies, and UFO photography by photogrammetrir 
analyses. (Of 35 photographic cases investigated, nine are said to 
give evidence of probable fabrication, seven are classified as natural 
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or man-made phenomena, twelve provided insufficient data for analysis, 
and seven were considered to be possible fabrications; none proved to 
be "real objects with high strangeness.") 

Technically trained personnel were utilized by the University. 

The University group included a sub-group on field investigations of 
UFO reports; their narration and interpretations of cases are reasonable 
and adequate. Leading groups were engaged under contract for specialized 
work — e.g., Stanford Research Institute on radar anomalies and a subsidiary 
of the Raytheon Corporation for photogrammetric analyses. Divergent 
views of those few scientists who have looked into UFOs were taken into 
account. The history of the subject was also surveyed, including the 
experiences in some other nations. Finally, extensive use was made 
of many specialists in various public and private laboratories. 

The Report makes clear that with the best means at our disposal, positive 
correlation of all UFO reports with identifiable, known phenomena is 
not possible. No study, past, current or future, can provide the basis 
for stating categorically that a familiar phenomenon will necessarily 
be linkable to every sighting. The Report is free of dogmatism 
on this matter. It is also clear, as one goes through the 
descriptions of UFO sightings, whether in the Report or in other literature, 
that while some incidents have no positive identification with familiar 
phenomena, they also have no positive identification with extraterrestrial 
visitors or artifacts. 

We think the methodology and approach were well chosen, in accordance 
with accepted standards of scientific investigation. 


III. FINDINGS 

The study concludes (a) that about 90 percent of all UFO reports 
prove to be quite plausibly related to ordinary phenomena, (b) that 
little if anything has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years 
that has added to scientific knowledge, and (c) that further extensive 
study of' UFO sightings is not justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced thereby. At the same time it is emphasized in the 
Report that (c) is an opinion based on evidence now available. 

The Report’s findings and evaluations — essentially eight in number, 
presented in its first section — are concerned with official secrecy 
on UFOs, UFOs as a possible defense hazard, the future governmental 
handling of UFO-sighting reports, and five of them relate to the question 
of what if any further Investigation of UFOs appear warranted in the 
light of the study. We paraphrase and summarize these findings and 
evaluations below, appending our comments. 

1. On secrecy. Is the subject "shrouded in official secrecy"? 

The study found no basis for this contention. 

We accept this finding of the study . 
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2. On defense, (a) Is there evidence that UFO sightings may represent 
a defense hazard? No such evidence came to light in the study. This, 
however, was not an objective of the study and was properly construed 

as a Department of Defense matter, (b) The Report states: "The history 

of the past 21 years has repeatedly led Air Force officers to the conclusion 
that none of the things seen, or thought to have been seen, which pass 
by the name of UFO reports , constituted any hazard or threat to national 
security." 

We concur with the position described in (a). As to (b), we found 
no evidence in the Report or other literature to contradict the quoted 
statement . 

3. On future UFO sightings. "The question remains as to what, 
if anything, the federal government should do about the UFO reports 
it receives from the general public?" The Report found no basis for 
activity related to such sighting reports "in the expectation that they 
are going to contribute to the advance of science," but the Department of 
Defense should handle these in its normal surveillance operations with- 
out need for such special units as Project Blue Book. 

We concur in this recommendation . 

4-8. On further investigation. (4) should the federal government 
"set up a major new agency, as some have suggested for the scientific 
study of UFOs"? The study found no basis for recommendation of this 
kind. (5) Would further extensive study of UFO sightings contribute 
to science? "Our general conclusion is that nothing has come from the 
study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has added to scientific know- 
ledge. The Report then notes that specific research topics may warrant 
consideration: (6) "There are important areas of atmospheric optics, 

including radio wave propagation, and of atmospheric electricity in 
which present knowledge is quite incomplete. These topics come to our 
attention in connection with the interpretation of some UFO reports, 
but they are also of fundamental scientific interest, and they are relevant 
to practical problems related to the improvement of safety of military 
and civilian flying. Research efforts are being carried out in these 
areas by the Department of Defense, the Environmental Science Services 
Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
by universities and nonprofit research organizations such as the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research, whose work is sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation." 

The Report also observes (?) that UFO reports and beliefs are also 
of interest to "the social scientist and the communications specialist." 

In these areas particularly — i.e., (6) and (7) — the study suggests 
(8) that "scientists with adequate training and credentials who do come 
up with a clearly defined, specific proposal" should be supported, implying 
that normal competitive procedures and assessments of proposals should 
be followed here as is customary. 
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We concur with these evaluations and recommendations. 


IV. PANEL CONCLUSION 

The range of topics in the Report is extensive and its various 
chapters, dealing with many aspects of the subject, should prove of 
value to scholars in many fields. Its analyses and findings are pertinent 
and useful in any future assessment of activity in this field. We 
concur in the recommendation suggesting that no high priority in UFO 
investigations is warranted by data of the past two decades. 

We are unanimous in the opinion that this has been a very credi- 
table effort to apply objectively the relevant techniques of science 
to the solution of the UFO problem. The Report recognizes that there 
remain UFO sightings that are not easily explained. The Report does 
suggest, however, so many reasonable and possible directions in which 
an explanation may eventually be found, that there seems to be no reason 
to attribute them to an extraterrestrial source without evidence that 
is much more convincing. The Report also shows how difficult it is 
to apply scientific methods to the occasional transient sightings with 
any chance of success. While further study of particular aspects of 
the topic (e.g., atmospheric phenomena) may be useful, a study of UFOs 
in general is not a promising way to expand scientific understanding 
of the phenomena. On the basis of present knowledge the least likely 
explanation of UFOs is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations 
by intelligent beings. 

—Gerald M. Clemence, chairman; H. R. Crane, David M. Dennison, Wallace 
0. Fenn, H. Keffer Hartline, E. R. Hilgard, Mark Kec, Francis W. Reschelderier, 
William W. Rubey, C. D. Shane, Oswald G. Villar, Jr. 

Attachments : 

—List of Panel Members 
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UFO FACT SHEET 


The Air Force investigation of UFO's began in 1948 and was known 
as Project Sign. Later the name was changed to Project Grudge, and 
in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 and 1969 we investi- 
gated 12,618 reported sightings. 

The following is a statistical listing of reported UFO sightings 
during the Air Force investigation: 

T OTAL UFO SIGHTINGS, 1947 - 1969 


YEAR 

TOTAL SIGHTINGS 

UNIDENTIFIED 

1947 

122 

12 

1948 

156 

7 

1949 

186 

22 

1950 

210 

27 

1951 

169 

22 

1952 

1,501 

303 

1953 

509 

42 

1954 

487 

46 

1955 

545 

24 

1956 

670 

14 

1957 

1,006 

14 

1958 

627 

10 

1959 

390 

12 

I960 

557 

14 

1961 

591 

13 

1962 

474 

15 

1963 

399 

14 

1964 

562 

19 

1965 

887 

16 

1966 

1,112 

32 

1967 

937 

19 

1968 

375 

3 

1969 

146 

1 

TOTAL 

12,618 

701 


Of these total sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused 
by material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), immaterial 
objects (such as lightning, reflections and other natural phenomena), 
astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, the sun and the moon), 
weather conditions and hoaxes. As indicated only 701 reported sightings 
remain unexplained. 
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On December 17, 1969 the Secretary of the Air Force announced the 
termination of Project Blue Book. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an 
evaluation of a report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 
"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the Univer- 
sity of Colorado’s report by the National Academy of Sciences; past 
UFO studies; and Air Force experience investigating UFO reports for 
two decades. 

As a result of these investigations and studies, and experience 
gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions of 
Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, investigated, and evalu- 

ated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our 
national security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or dis- 
covered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 
represent technological developments or principles beyond the range 
of present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are extrater- 
restrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation 
establishing and controlling the program for investigating and analyzing 
UFOs was rescinded. All documentation regarding the former Blue Book 
investigation was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, 
National Archives and Records Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public review and analysis. 

In 1977, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming UFO investi- 
gations. After studying all the facts available, they decided that 
nothing would be gained by further investigation. The Air Force agrees 
with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is found justifying 
further investigation, an appropriate agency will be directed to under- 
take the effort. 

There are a number of universities and professional scientific 
organizations such as the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, which have considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings 
and seminars. In addition, a list of private organizations interested 
in aerial phenomena may be found in Gale's Encyclopedia of Associations 
(Edition 8, Vol I, pp. 432-3). Such timely review of the situation 
by private groups insures that sound evidence will not be overlooked 
by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two documents are available from 
the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Springfield, VA 22151: 
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Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects . Study conducted 
by the University of Colorado under contract F44620-76-C-0035. Three 
volumes, 1,465 p. 68 plates. Photoduplicated hard copies of the official 
report may be ordered for $6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 
680:975, AD 680:976, and AD 680:977. 

Review of University of Colorado Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel of the National Academy 
of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. Photoduplicated 
hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541. 
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TOTAL UFO (OBJECT) SIGHTINGS 


(Compiled 17 Jan 66) 


TOTAL 


YEAR 

SIGHTINGS 

UNIDENTIFIED 

SOURCE 

1947 

122 

12 

Case Files 

1948 

156 

7 

Case Files 

1949 

186 

22 

Blue Book, page 108 

1950 

210 

27 

Case Files 

1951 

169 

22 

Case Files 

1952 

1,501 

303 

Blue Book, page 108 

1953 

509 

42 

Case Files 

1954 

487 

46 

Case Files 

1955 

545 

24 

Case Files 

1956 

670 

14 

Case Files 

1957 

1,006 

14 

Case Files 

1958 

627 

10 

Case Files 

1959 

390 

12 

Case Files 

1960 

557 

14 

Case Files 

1961 

591 

13 

Case Files 

1962 

474 

15 

Case Files 

1963 

399 

14 

Case Files 

1964 

562 

19 

Case Files 

1965 

886 

10,147 

16 

646 

Case Files 


STATISTICAL DATA TOR YEARS 1933-1964 


TOTAL CASES BY CATEGORY 


Astronomical 

Aircraft 

Balloon 

Insufficient Data 
Other 
Satellite 
Unidentified 
TOTAL 

ASTRONOMICAL SIGHTINGS 
Meteors 

Stars and Planets 
Other 

TOTAL 

OTHER CASES 

Hoaxes, Hallucinations, 

Unreliable Reports and 

Psychological Causes 

Missiles and Rockets 

Reflections 

Flares and Flrewcrvs 

M traces and Aversions 

Search and Groundlishts 

Clouds and Contrails 

Chaff 

Birds 

Radar Analysis 
Photo Analysis 
Physical Sneclmens 
Satellite Decay 
Other 

TOTAL 


1933 

1934 

1953 

1936 

1937 

1936 

1959 

173 

137 

133 

222 

341 

231 

144 

73 

BO 

124 

148 

218 

106 

63 

71 

63 

102 

93 

114 

38 

31 

79 

103 

93 

132 

191 

111 

63 

82 

98 

63 

61 

120 

93 

75 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

18 

0 

42 

48 

24 

14 

14 

10 

12 

305 

48? 

345 

670 

1006 

w 

390 


70 

92 

79 

88 

179 

168 

100 

101 

44 

32 

131 

144 

96 

40 

4 

1 

4 

3 

IS 

7 

4 

TTS 

131 

133 

333 

ur 

33T 

Hi 


(Complied 1 Not 69) 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

TOTAL 

233 

203 

136 

83 

123 

2187 

66 

77 

68 

73 

71 

1167 

22 

37 

19 

26 

20 

665 

103 

115 

94 

59 

99 

1241 

94 

77 

65 

56 

88 

918 

21 

69 

77 

82 

142 

417 

14 

13 

15 

14 

19 

237 

55? 

391 

474 

399 

563 

6817 


187 

119 

93 

57 

61 

1295 

49 

78 

36 

23 

33 

805 

3 

6 

3 

5 

7 

67 

133 

353 

333 

"13 

133 

3131 


19 
2 
4 
1 

3 
9 
6 
0 

4 

13 
l 
1 
0 

"65 "53 


IB 

1 

4 

B 

4 
14 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

5 
0 
4 

“6? 


9 

“T20 


29 

14 

13 

17 

11 

16 

34 

226 

6 

14 

12 

13 

9 

13 

7 

83 

7 

It 

9 

3 

3 

Q 

2 

54* 

3 

3 

7 

4 

3 

3 

7 

59 

2 

4 

5 

6 

3 

3 

2 

37 

8 

5 

6 

1 

3 

2 

6 

81 

3 

3 

4 

5 

4 

5 

0 

47 

6 

1 

4 

3 

5 

2 

1 

27 

1 

0 

3 

2 

2 

2 

4 

34 

3 

8 

6 

9 

0 

1 

2 

87 

7 

4 

6 

3 

2 

3 

6 

40 

10 

3 

7 

4 

IS 

3 

8 

70 

1 

0 

9 

3 

3 

4 

3 

23 

5 

3 

3 

4 

2 

4 

6 

48 

"93 

75 

T? 


65 

"13 

Si 

“SIT 



STATISTICS FOR 1665 


(Compiled 18 Jan 1966) 


JAW FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP 


ASTRONOMICAL 

AIRCRAFT 

BALLOON 

INSUFFICIENT DATA 
OTHER 
SATELLITE 
UNIDENTIFIED 
PENDING 
TOTAL 

ASTRONOMICAL CASES 


Meteors 

Stars and Planets 
Other 

TOTAL 


3 
S 

11 

4 
1 

_Q 

46 


6 

3 

la 


14 

1 

2 

7 


JAN FEB MAR APR 


MAY 

2 


3 

2 

6 

5 

0 

J> 

33 


5 

le 

10 


AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

TOTAL 

82 

30 

27 

22 

12 

245 

61 

20 

13 

14 

5 

210 

6 

2 

7 

0 

2 

36 

24 

15 

5 

3 

1 

85 

42 

7 

9 

11 

3 

126 

41 

24 

3 

0 

3 

152 

4 

4 

0 

1 

0 

16 

2 

262 

2 

104 

6 

70 

4 

55 

2 

28 

17 

687 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

TOTAL 

26 

13 

6 

9 

5 

101 

55 

16 

20 

13 

7 

135 

le 

la 

If 

0 

0 

9 

82 

TO 

27 

22 

12 

245 


ia> Solar Image (b) Moon (c) Sun (d) Reflected Moonlight, Parhelia, Moon (e) Reflected Moonlight (I) Comet Ikeya-Seki 
OTHER CATEGORY 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG 


SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 


Hoaxes, Hallucinations, 

Unreliable Reports and 

Psychological Causes 

Missiles and Rockets 

Reflections 

Flares and Fireworks 

Mirages and Inversions 

Search and Ground Lights 

Clouds and Contrails 

Chatt 

Birds 

Physical Specimens 
Radar Analysis 
photo Analysis 
Satellite Decay 
Miscellaneous 
TOTAL 


_2ab 

11 


lg 

U 

1 


12 

3 

2 


2k) 

0 


2 

4sbbb 


3tuv 

11 


U) Tracer Bullets lb) Misinterpretation ol Conventional Objects (c) Metal Ball (d) Developer Smear (e) Anomalais Propagation 
, n Kites (z) Electronic Counter Measures (h) Debris in Wind (J) No Image on Film (k) Poor Photo Process (1) Free Falling Object 
(mi False Targets (n) Weather Returns (p) Emulsion Flaws (r) Plastic Bags (s) Man on Ground (t) Lightning (u) Chemical Trails 
from Research Rocket (v) Missile Launch Activity (w) Gourd 
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FIREBALL REPORT 


Persona observing a fireball or meteor should report the information to 
the American Meteor Society. The information desired is contained below. 


A very brilliant meteor or fireball is re- 
ported to have passed in your vicinity on ... . 

at the hour of Will you please answer 

as fully as possible the following questions, 
which are asked on behalf of the American Me- 
teor Society in order that permanent records of 
such phenomena may be obtained. When these 
reports are published each contributor whose 
report is fairly complete will be mentioned, if 


possible, and due credit given. It is only by the 
help of those who can give personal information 
that data can be secured for the computation of 
the orbits of meteors. These data are of great 
scientific value and all reasonable efforts should 
be made to obtain them. You will be unable prob- 
ably to answer all questions below, but answer 
those you can, as they may be of the greatest 
importance. 
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Section 4- SCIENTIFIC, ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL ORGANIZATIONS 


* 4643 * 

AMALGAMATED FLYING SAUCER CLUBS OF AMERICA (ftN0*M«| (AF$CA) 
P.O.Box 84 Phone:(213)885-0438 

Northridge, CA 91324 Gabriel Green. Pres. 

Fa ix OH: 1959. M«rtws: 5000. leal Green: 110. “World-wide research 
organization with members in all 50 states and in 23 foreion countries to inform 
the general public about the reality ol (lying saucers (extraterrestrial spacecraft 
piloted by advanced men and women from other planets and star systems) and 
ol their plan lor imparting tneir advanced knowiedoe to the people ol the Earth 
<n order to resolve present world problems. ‘ AFSCA serves as a source of 
“contactee-oriented ' (lying saucer information, including books, photographs, 
comactee reports, and spaca tapes (“tape recorded messages from space 
people ), local units hold public meetings to promote knowledge of the saucer 
sublet and serve as sources for information and literature in their areas. 
Puttiatim: Flying Saucers international, quarterly. 

# 4646 * 

INTERNATIONAL FORTEAN ORGANIZATION (Ptmmai) (INFO) 

P.O.Box 367 Phone:(703)920-7120 

Arlington. VA 22210 Paul J. Willis, Dir. 

Fended: 1965. Merten: 1500. Scientists, scholars, and laymen concerned with 
new and unusual scientific discoveries, philosophic problems pertaining to the 
criteria of scientific validity, and theories of knowledge. Maintains library ol 
5000 volumes in the physical, biological, and psychological sciences. Named 
after Charles Hoy Fort (1874*1932). an American journalist who was interested 
in researching and documenting unusual and unexplained natural phenomena. 
Petticaiiou: (1) Fortean Times, bimonthly: (2) The into Journal, bimonthly: (3) 
Occasional Papers. SepeneOt: Fortean Society. Commi/ Mutiny: annual. 

* 4647 # 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON AERIAL PHENOMENA (NICAP) 

*'35 University Blvd. W.. Suite 23 Phone: (301)949-1267 

nsmgton. MD 20795 John L. Acutt. Pres, 

minded: 1956. Merten: 4000. SUB: 5. Persons interested in aerial phenomena, 
particularly unidentified flying pbjects (UFOs): panel of advisers includes 
scientists, engineers, aviation expens, clergymen, retired military officers, and 
professors. To gather, analyze, evaluate, and disseminate reliable information 
on aerial phenomena. Promotes scientific investigation. Field investigations 
carried out by technically oriented subcommittees (35 U.S.). Provides 
bibliographic and source materials lo students, exchange data to scientific 
societies and individual soemists. and semi-technical reports to scientists. 
Congress, and the press. Maintains large library on aerial phenomena, aviation, 
astronomy, and collection ol magazine amides, newspaper clippings, letters, 
and oiner documents. Sponsors a lecture program and an exhibit. Involved with 
a computer study. Project ACCESS. Pibtiatieii: The U.F.O. Investigator, 
monthly: also publishes UFO Evidence; UFO Wave of 1947; Strange Effects from 
UFOs. Board ol govemtrs meets quarterly. 

* 4641 * 

SAUCER AND UNEXPLAINED CELESTIAL EVENTS RESEARCH SOCIETY 
(PlMMaen) (SAUCERS) 

P.0. Box 2229 Phone: (304) 269-2719 

Clarksburg. VW 26301 Gray Barker. Exec. Officer 

Founded: 1954. Members: 6000. Staff: 3. Persons interested in UFO's (unidentified 
flying obieas. popularly called flying saucers). Sponsors monthly lectures in 
New York City and spekhes to colleges and other institutions throughout the 
United States. Conducts research. Maintains library of several thousand UFO 
books and penodteats. Petfiatien: Newsletter, irregular. Takes part in annual 
convention known as the Congress of Scientific Ufologists. Ceumbea/ MatUay; 
annual. 

* 4641 * 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION CENTER FOR SHORT LIVED PHENOMENA 
i85Alewile8rookPky. Phone: (617)868-4793 

Cambridge. MA 02138 Robert Citron. Oir. 

Fo snarl: 1968. Funded by Smithsonian Institution. Serves as a clearing house 
lor receipt and dissemination ol information concerning rare or infrequent 
natural events wnich might go unobserved or umnvestigated. such as remote 
tame eruptions, birth of new islands, tall of meteorites and large fireballs. 

. sudden changes in oiotogical and ecological systems. Observers all over 
ine world including news media, private citizens, individual scientists, and 
scientific observatories report on any such short-lived events. Rapid team 
mobilization will enaoie research teams, with instruments and equioment. to get 
into evem areas m as snort a time as possible to called data that might 
otherwise be lost to science. Pebfiotioii: <1) Event information Reports, daily: 
(2) Event Notification Reports, daily: (3) Annual Report: (4) Event Reports, 
irregular. 


*4850* 

SOCIETY FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THE UNEXPLAINED (Fbw>wii> (SITU) 
R-O-Ont Phone: (201)496-4368 

Columbia. NJ 07832 Albena Zwerver, Exee.Sec. 

Foadii: 1965. M«nb«: 1250. An organization "for the acquisition, 
investigation and dissemination of information on reports of ail tangible items in 
me fields of chemistry, astronomy, geology, biology and anthropology, that are 
not readily explained." Encourages held work and on-the-spot investigation by 
offering advice, helping to raise funds and arranging contacts for members who 
are planning field trips and expeditions. Field work and research are reviewed 
by a panel of twenty soemists. Disseminates information on findings through 
us quarterly journal, papers and reports. Current investigations conducted by 
Society memDers include such areas as ancient Egyptian television, ringirq 
rocks. emomoed toads and poltergeist manifestations. The Society maintains 
information files ot original material, a mao collection and a specialized library. 
C a wunwt : Activities; Library. Publicatuu: (l) Pursuit, quwterly; (2) Annual 
Report; also publishes occasional papers and special reports. 

*4851* 

UFO INFORMATION RETRIEVAL CENTER (Pbeetfttti) (UFOIRC) 

P.0. Box 57 Phone: (301) 435-0705 

Ridenwood. MD 21 139 Thomas M. Olsen. Pres. 

Fom chi: 1966. To collect, analyze, publish and disseminate information on 
reports ol unidentified Hying objects. Publication: Reference for Outstanding 
UFO Sighting Reports, irregular. 

*4644* 

AERIAL PHENOMENA RESEARCH ORGANIZATION (APRO) 

3910 E. Kiemdaie Rd. Phono: (602) 793-1825 

T ucson. AZ 857 1 2 Coral E. Lcrenzen, $ec.-Treas. 

Feaffi: 1952. Mnben: 3000. Staff: 5. To conduct investigations and research 
into the phenomenon ol unidentified flying objects (UFOs) and to find a 
scientifically acceptable solution to this phenomenon. Has special 
representatives m over 50 countries. Uses services ot over thirty staff 
consultants in fields ranging from biochemistry to astronomy. Maintains 
COMCAT, computer catalog of all available UFO reports, fefclititiaa: Bulletin, 
monthly. 
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PROJECT BLUE BOOK 


The United States Air Force has the responsibility under the Department of Defense for the 
investigation of uni dentified flying objects (UFOs). The name of this program, which has been in 
operation since 1948, is Project Blue Book. It has been identified in the past as Project Sign and 
Project Grudge. 

Air Force interest in unidentified flying objects is related directly to the Air Force responsi- 
bility for the air defense of the United States. Procedures for conducting this program are estab- 
lished by Air Force Regulation 200-2. 

The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: first, to determine whether UFOs pose a 
threat to the security of the United States; and, second, to determine whether UFOs exhibit any 
unique scientific information or advanced technology which could contribute to scientific or technical 
research. In the course of accomplishing these objectives, Project Blue Book strives to identify 
and explain all UFO sightings reported to the Air Force. 


HOW THE PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED 

The program is conducted in three phases. The first phase includes receipt of UFO reports 
and initial investigation of the reports. The Air Force base nearest the location of a reported sight- 
ing is charged with the responsibility of investigating the sighting and forwarding the information to 
the Project Blue Book Office at Wright- Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. 

If the initial investigation does not reveal a positive identification or explanation, a second 
phase of more intensive analysis is conducted by the Project Blue Book Office. Each case is objec- 
tively and scientifically analyzed, and, if necessary, all of the scientific facilities available to the 
Air Force can be used to assist in arriving at an identification or explanation. All personnel asso- 
ciated with the investigation, analysis, and evaluation efforts of the project view each report with 
a scientific approach and an open mind. 

The third phase of the program is dissemination of information concerning UFO sightings, 
evaluations, and statistics. This is accomplished by the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of In- 
formation. 

The Air Force defines an unidentified flying object as any aerial object which the observer is 
unable to identify. 

Reports of unfamiliar objects in the sky are submitted to the Air Force from many sources. 
These sources include military and civilian pilots, weather observers, amateur astronomers, 
business and professional men and women, and housewives, etc. 

Frequently such objects as missiles, balloons, birds, kites, searchlights, aircraft navigation 
and anticollision beacons, jet engine exhaust, condensation trails, astronomical bodies and meteor- 
ological phenomena are mistakenly reported as unidentified flying objects. 

The Air Force groups its evaluations of UFO reports under three general headings: (1) identified, 
(2) insufficient data, and (3) unidentified. 
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Identified reports are those for which sufficient specific information has been accumulated and 
evaluated to permit a positive identification or explanation of the object. 

Reports categorized as Insufficient Data are those for which one or more elements of informa- 
tion essential for evaluation are missing. Some examples are the omission of the duration of the 
sighting, date, time, location, position in the sky, weather conditions, and the manner of appearance 
or disappearance. If an element is missing and there is an indication that the sighting may be of a 
security, scientific, technical, or public interest value, the Project Blue Book Office conducts an 
additional investigation and every attempt is made to obtain the information necessary for identifi- 
cation. However, in some instances, essential information cannot be obtained, and no further action 
can be taken. 

The third and by far the smallest group of evaluations is categorized as Unidentified. A sight- 
ing is considered unidentified when a report apparently contains all pertinent data necessary to 
suggest a valid hypothesis concerning the cause or explanation of the report but the description of 
the object or its motion cannot be correlated with any known object or phenomena. 


TYPES OF UFO IDENTIFICATIONS AND EVALUATIONS 

There are various types of UFO sightings. Most common are reports of astronomical sightings, 
which include bright stars, planets, comets, fireballs, meteors, auroral streamers, and other celes- 
tial bodies. When observed through haze, light fog, moving clouds, or other obscurations or unusual 
conditions, the planets, including Venus, Jupiter, and Mars have been reported as unidentified flying 
objects. Stellar mirages are also a source of reports. 

Satellites are another major source of UFO reports. An increase in satellites reported as UFOs 
has come about because of two factors. The first is the increase of interest on the part of the public; 
the second is the increasing number of satellites in the skies. Positive knowledge of the location of all 
satellites at all times enables rapid identification of satellite sightings. Keeping track of man-made 
objects in orbit about the earth is the responsibility of the North American Air Defense Command 
Space Detection and Tracking System. This sophisticated electronic system gathers complex space 
traffic data instantly from tracking stations all over the world. 

Other space surveillance activities include the use of ballistic tracking and large telescopic cam- 
eras. ECHO schedules are prepared by the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center at Greenbelt, Maryland, 
and schedules of the South/North equator crossings are prepared by the Smithsonian Institution at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. From the data produced by these agencies, satellites mistakenly reported 
as UFOs can be quickly identified. Some of these are visible to the naked eye. 

Aircraft account for another major source of UFO reports, particularly during adverse weather 
conditions. When observed at high altitudes and at some distance, aircraft can have appearances rang- 
ing from disc to rocket shapes due to the reflection of the sun on their bright surfaces. Vapor or con- 
densation trails from jet aircraft will sometimes appear to glow fiery red or orange when reflecting 
sunlight. Afterburners from jet aircraft are often reported as UFOs since they can be seen from great 
distances when the aircraft cannot be seen. 

The Project Blue Book Office has direct contact with all elements of the Air Force and the Fed- 
eral Aviation Agency civil air control centers. All aerial refueling operations and special training 
flights can be checked immediately. Air traffic of commercial airlines and flights of military aircraft 
are checked with the nearest control center, enabling an immediate evaluation of aircraft mistakenly 
reported as UFOs. However, since many local flights are not carried, these flights are probable causes 
of some reports. 
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Balloons continue to be reported as UFOs. Several thousand balloons are released each day from 
military and civilian airports, weather stations, and research activities. There are several types of 
balloons - weather balloons, rawinsondes, radiosondes, and the large research balloons which have 
diameters up to 300 feet. At night, balloons carry running lights which cause an unusual appearance 
when observed. Reflection of the sun on balloons at dawn and sunset sometimes produce strange ef- 
fects. This usually occurs when theballoon, because of its altitudes, is exposed to the sun. Large bal- 
loons can move at speeds of over 100 miles per hour when moving in high altitude jet windstreams. 
These balloons sometimes appear to be flattened on top. At other times, they appear to be saucer- 
shaped and to have lights mounted inside the bag itself due to the sun’s rays reflecting through the 
material of the balloon. The Balloon Control Center at Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico, main- 
tains a plot on all Militar y Upper Air Research Balloons. 

Another category of UFO evaluations labeled Other includes missiles, reflections, mirages, 
searchlights, birds, kites, spurious radar indications, hoaxes, fireworks, and flares. 

Aircraft, satellites, balloons, and the like should NOT be reported since they do not fall within 
the definition of an unidentified flying object. 


ft 
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CONCLUSIONS 


To date, the firm conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no unidentified flying object reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our national 
security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings 
categorized as unidentified represent technological developments or principles beyond the range of 
present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence indicating that sightings categor- 
ized as unidentified are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

The Air Force will continue to investigate all reports of unusual aerial phenomena over the United 
States. The services of qualified scientists and technicians will continue to be used to investigate and 
analyze these reports, and periodic reports on the subject will be made. 

The former Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, Mr. Carl Vinson, recently com- 
mented on the conduct of the UFO program by the Air Force and stated that Congressional hearings 
on this subject are unnecessary. 

The Air Force does not deny the possibility that some form of life may exist on other planets In 
the universe. However, to date, the Air Force has neither received nor discovered any evidence which 
proves the existence and intra-space mobility of extraterrestrial life. The Air Force continues to ex- 
tend an open invitation to anyone who feels that he possesses any evidence of extraterrestrial vehicles 
operating within the earth's near space envelope to submit his evidence for analysis. Initial contact 
for this purpose is through the following address: 

PROJECT BLUE BOOK INFORMATION OFFICE 

SAFOI 

WASHINGTON, D C 20330 

Anyone observing what he considers to be an unidentified flying object should report it to the 
nearest Air Force Base. Persons submitting a UFO report to the Air Force are free to discuss any 
aspect of the report with anyone. The Air Force does not seek to limit discussion on such reports and 
does not withhold or censor any information pertaining to this unclassified program. 
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NON AVAILABILITY OF MATERIALS 


The following items are for internal use only and are not available for 
distribution to the public. These concern internal management and procedures 
for forwarding UFO reports to the appropriate agency: 

1. Air Force Regulation 200-2 

2. JANAP 146 

The Air Force has no films, photographs, maps, charts, or graphs of un- 
identified flying objects. Photographs that have been submitted for evaluation 
in conjunction with UFO reports have been determined to be a misinterpreta- 
tion of natural or conventional objects. These objects have a positive identifi- 
cation. 

The Air Force no longer possesses, and thus does not have for distribu- 
tion, outdated reports on Project Sign, Project Grudge, Blue Book Special 
Report No. 14, and outdated Project Blue Book press releases. Non- military 
UFO publications should be requested from the publisher, not the Air Force. 
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SUGGESTED READING MATERIAL 


Books listed below deal with facts and theories about our solar universe, the sun, planets, comets, 
meteorites, the universe, stars, constellations and galaxies; telescopes, the computation of time as 
it relates to astronomy, star maps and charts, and the history of astronomy. 

SKY & TELESCOPE, by Sky Publishing Corporation, Harvard College Observatory, Cambridge, Mass. 
02138. Monthly Magazine, 60 cents per copy. 

WEATHER ELEMENTS, by BLAIR, published Prentice Hall. Has an excellent chapter on often mis- 
identified weather phenomena. 

PLANETS, STARS, AND SPACE, by CHAMBERLAIN, JOSEPH M. & NICHOLSON, THOMAS D. An 
illustrated, non-technical explanation of the earth, planets, stars, and the universe. Prepared in co- 
operation with the American Museum of Natural History. 

JUNIOR SCIENCE BOOK OF STARS , by CROSBY, PHOEBE. An easy-to-read, exciting story of what 
scientists know about the stars, planets, the moon, and the MILKY WAY. 

CHALLENGE OF THE UNIVERSE, by HYNEK, J. ALLEN & ANDERSON, NORMAN. Discusses the 
nature of the universe; astronomy and cosmology, published by Scholastic Press. 

THE STORY OF THE STARS, by MALONEY, TERRY. An introduction to the universe; our solar sys- 
tem, our galaxy, and other galaxies. Many interesting illustrated analogies help build concepts of size 
and distance. Includes references to the Van Allen radiation belts and zodiacal light observation of 
1960. 

THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS, by MENZEL & BOYD. A scientific examination of the classic 
UFO reports. 

THE MOON, METEORITES. AND COMETS, Dtd 1963 , by MIDDLEHURST & KUIPER. Continuous analy- 
sis of Soviet moon photos. Chapter on Siberian meteorite and photos or comets computation of vari- 
ous comet orbital photos. 

THE NATURE OF LIGHT AND COLOR IN THE OPEN AIR, by MINNAERT, Dover Publications. This 
is an excellent paperback written in understandable lay language. 

METEORS, by OLIVIER. Standard text by foremost authority on meteors. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF MARS , 1905-1961, by SLIPHER, E. C., published by Lowell Observa- 
tory. 

ANATOMY OF A PHENOMENON, by VALLE, JACQUES. 

FIRST MAN TO THE MOON, by VON BRAUN, WERNHER. 
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United States Air Force 

Secretary of the Air Force. Office ol Public Affairs. Washington. D.C. 20330 


information op PPQS 


Thank you for your request for information on the Air Force's 
investigation of unidentified flying objects, or UFO's, 

The Air Force investigation of UFO's began in 1948 and was 
known as Project Sign, Later the name was changed to Project 
Grudge, and in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 
and 1969 we investigated 12,618 reported sightings. 

Of these sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused by 
material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), 
immaterial objects (such as lightning, reflections, and other 
natural phenomena) , astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, 
the sun, and the moon) , weather conditions, and hoaxes. As 
indicated, only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained. 

On December 17, 1969, the Secretary of the Air Force 
announced the termination of Project Blue Book, The decision to 
discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a 
report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 

"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the 
University of Colorado's report by the National Academy of 
Sciences; past UFO studies; and the Air Force's two decades of 
experience investigating UFO reports. 

As a result of these investigations, studies, and experience, 
the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 
indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has been 
no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that 
sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent technological 
developments or principles beyond the range of present day 
scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are 
extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and controlling the program for 
investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation was permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and 
Record Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington DC 20408, 
and is available for public review and analysis. 



In 1977, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming 
UFO investigations. After studying all the facts available, NASA 
decided that nothing would be gained by further investigation. The 
Air Force agrees with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is 
found justifying further investigation, an appropriate agency will be 
directed to undertake the effort. 


UFO 

SIGHTING S 

BY YEA 

YEAR 

TOTAL UNTDENTIF 

1947 

112 

12 

1948 

156 

7 

1949 

186 

22 

1950 

210 

27 

1951 

169 

22 

1952 

1501 

303 

1953 

509 

42 

1954 

487 

46 

1955 

545 

24 

1956 

670 

14 

1957 

1006 

14 

1958 

627 

10 

1959 

390 

12 

1960 

557 

14 

1961 

591 

13 

1962 

474 

15 

1963 

399 

14 

1964 

562 

19 

1965 

887 

16 

1966 

1112 

32 

1967 

937 

19 

1968 

375 

3 

1969 

146 

1 

TOTAL 

: 12,618 

701 


There are a number of universities and 
professional scientific organizations such 
as the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, which have 
considered UFO phenomena during periodic 
meetings and seminars. In addition, a list 
of private organizations interested in 
aerial phenomena may be found in Galejs 
Encyclopedia of Associations. Such timely 
review of the situation by private groups 
insures that sound evidence will not be 
overlooked by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two 
documents are available from the National 
Technical Information Service, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 5285 Port Royal 
Road, Springfield, VA 22161. 
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Unidentified Flying Objects 


History 

The Air Force began investigating UFOs in 1 948 under 
a program called Project Sign. Later the program's name 
was changed to Project Grudge, and in 1 953 it became 
known as Project Blue Book. On Dec. 17, 1969, the 
secretary of the Air Force announced the termination 
o( Project Blue Book. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was 
based on a number Of factors, including reports and studies 
by the University of Colorado and the National Academy 
of Sciences, as well as past UFO studies and the Air Force’s 
two decades of experience investi ga ting UFO reports. 

As a result of these investigations, studies, and 
*ience, the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: 

No UFO reported, investigated and evaluated by 
the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat 
to our national security. 

• There has been no evidence submitted to or 
discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized 
as “unidentified" represent technological developments 
or principles beyond the range of present-day scientific 
knowledge. 


• There has been no evidence indicating that 
sightings categorized as "unidentified" are 
extraterrestrial vehicles. 

Between 1948 and 1969 the Air Force investigated 
12,618 reported UFO sightings. Of these, 11,917 were 
found to have been caused by material objects such 
as balloons, satellites, and aircraft immaterial objects 
such as lightning, reflections, and other natural 
phenomena; astronomical objects such as stars, planets, 
the sun, and the moon; weather conditions; and hoaxes. 
Only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained. 

More Information Available 

All documentation regarding the former Blue Book 
investigation was permanently transferred to the Modem 
Military Reference Branch, National Archives and 
Records Administration, 8th and Pennsytvania Ave„ 
Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public 
review. A list of private organizations interested in aerial 
phenomena can be found in Gale’s Encyclopedia of 
Associations, available in the reference section of most 
libraries. 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 17, 1969 NO. 1077-69 


Oxford 7-5131 (Info.) 
OXford 7-3189 (Copies) 


AIR FORCE 
PROJECT 


TO TERMINATE 
’’BLUE BOOK" 


i 


Secretary of the Air Force Robert C. Seamans, Jr. f announced 
today the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force program 
for the investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFOs). 

In a memorandum to Air Force Chief of Staff General John D. Ryan, 
Secretary Seamans stated that "the continuation of Project Blue Book 
cannot be justified either on the ground of national security or in 
the interest of science," and concluded that the project does not merit 
future expenditures of resources. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on: 

- An evaluation of a report prepared by the University of 

* jrado entitled, "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects." 

- A review -of the University of Colorado's report by the 

National Academy of Sciences. jj? 

- Past UFO studies. 

- Air Force experience investigating UFO reports during the past 
two decades . 

Under the direction of Dr. Edward U. Condon, the University of 
Colorado completed an 18-month contracted study of UFOs and its report 
was released to the public in January, 1969, The report concluded that 
little if anything has come from the study of UFOs in the. past 21 years 
that has added to scientific knowledge, and that further extensive 


study 

of UFO sightings 

is not 

Just 

if ied 

in 

the expec 

tat ion 

that science 

will 

be advanced. 
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that, " 
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ect (UFOs 

) should 

be give 

as the 

Depar 

tment of Defense d 

eems to 

be 

necessary 

s tr ict ly 

from a 

defense point 


of view.... It is our impression that the defense function could be 
performed within the framework established for intelligence and sur- 
veillance operations without the continuance of a special unit such as 

ect Blue Book, but this is a question for defense specialists rather 
.i research scientists." 

A panel of the National Academy of Sciences made an independent 
assessment of the scope, methodology, and findings of the University of 
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Colorado study. The panel concurred in the University of Colorado's 
recommendation that "no high priority in UFO investigations is 
warranted by data of the past two decades." It concluded by stating 
that, "On the basis of present knowledge, the least likely explanation 
of UFOs is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations by: intelligent 
b e ings . " v 

Past UFO studies include one conducted by a Scientific Advisory 
Panel of UFOs in January, 1953 (Robertson Panel); and, a review of 
Project Blue Book by the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board Ad Hoc 
Committee, Februar y-Mar ch , 1966 (Dr. Brian O'Brien, Chairman). These 
studies concluded that no evidence has been found that any of the UFO 
reports reflect a threat to our national security. 

As a result of investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 
conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no UFO reported, investi- 

gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication 
of threat to our national security; (2) there has been no evidence 
submitted or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized 
"unidentified" represent technological developments or principles 
jnd the range of present-day scientific knowledge; and (3) there 
has been no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidenti- 
fied" are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

Project Blue Book records will be retired to the USAF Archives, 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. Requests for information will 
continue to be handled by the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of 
Information (SAFOI), Washington, D.C. 20330. 


END 



(1) Give your name and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the meteor? (It the town is small please give county as well.) 

(3) Give the date, hour and minute when the meteor appeared; also kind of time used. 

(4) In what direction did it appear (or in what direction was it first seen)? This is not asking in what 

direction it was going! 

(5) In what direction did it disappear (or in what direction was it last seen)? For questions 4 and 5, 
simply N, E, S, or W is not accurate enough, unless these were the exact directions. If compass 
is used, state it; also if magnetic correction has been applied to compass reading. 

(6) At what height did it appear? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(7) At what height did it disappear? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(8) Did it pass directly overhead (i.e., through the zenith)? 

(9) If not, to which side of the zenith did it go, and how far from it? (Use degrees in answering.) 

(10) Did it appear to reach the horizon? What sort of a horizon have you? 

(11) What angle did the path of the meteor make with the horizon and in which direction was it then 

going? 

(12) If you are familiar with constellations describe the path of the meteor through the sky with 
reference to stars. 

(13) Did the meteor appear to explode? 

(14) What was the duration of its flight in seconds? 

(15) Describe the train if one was left. If it lasted long enough to show drift, most carefully tell in 
what direction train drifted. Give sketch, if possible, showing this with regard to horizon. 

(16) What was the duration of the train in seconds? 

(17) Did you hear any sound? How long after seeing the meteor was it before you heard this 

sound? 

Did you hear an actual explosion? How long after seeing the explosion was it before you heard it? 

(18) Of what color was the meteor? 

(19) What was the size of the meteor? (Compare it with the Moon or with a planet or star.) 

(20) Was more than one body seen before the explosion (if any)? 

(21) What was condition of sky at time? 

(22) Give names and addresses of others who saw the meteor. 

(23) Please mail this reply to 

Charles P. Oliver 
AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
521 N. Wynnewood Ave 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 




TH' JOINT STAW* 



29 October 1975 
0605 EST, 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
Subject: AFB Penetration 

1. At 290200 EST AFOC informed NMCC that an unidentified 
helicopter, possibly two, had been sighted ' flying low over 
Loring AFB Maine, in proximity to a weapons storage area. 

2. An Army National Guard helo was called in to assist in 
locating the unidentified helo(s). 

3. NORAD* was informed of i the incident by SAC, requested and 
recieved authority from Canadian officials to proceed into 
Canadian airspace if necessary to locate the intruder. 

4. At 0404 SAC Command Center informed NMCC that the army helo 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helo(s). 

5. A similar incident was reported at Loring the evening of 
28 October 1975 • 



C. D. ROBERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, USMC 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 
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-.S OF 29X200 EST OCT 75 


DDO UPDATE 


V7EST HEM 

XF£ PEICZTFJtTIOK 

(A At auorcximatelv 290100 EST Oct 75, one unidentified heli- 
copter was sighted 300 to 500 meters from the weapons storage 
area at Loring APB , Maine.- The helicopter was at an altitude 
of 150 feet and penetrated Loring APE. An attempt to connect 
and identify the intruding helicopter was made by an Army 
National Guard helo, and was unsuccessful. At 29C300 EST the 
helicopter was sighted over the weapons storage area and the 
Army National Guard helicopter again responded to make contact 
but" was unsuccesful. Loring has coordinated with the Maine 
State Police and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and plans to 
pursue into Canada, if necessary,, if there is a reoccurrence. 
(SOURCE: 42 BW OP LORING AFB 2S1140Z OCT 75).) 
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DDO UPDATE 

AS Or 252200 1ST OCT 


ATS PENETRATION 

At approximately 290100 EST Oct 75, one unidentified helicopti 
■,;as sighted 300 to 500 meters from the weapons storage area at 
Coring ATE, Maine. The helicopter was at an altitude of 150 feet 
anc penetrated Lorinq AFB. An attempt to contact and identify th 
intruding helicopter was made by an Arny National Guard helo, and 
vas unsuccessful. At 290300 EST the helicopter was sighted over 
the weapons storage area and the Army National Guard helicopter 
again responded to make contact but was unsuccessful. The CSAF 
(Ops Div) has requested that the Army NG helo be provided until 
300300 EST under the following conditions: To track and identify 

the intruder; no apprehension to take place; the Canadian Border 
would not be crossed; and civilian police on board will be for 
commo with ground units only. The request is under consideration 
by MG Snifin, DA Director of Operations, DCSCPS. Col Bailey, Mil 
/> to Special Asst to SSCDEF/DZPSECDEF has been advised of the 

aticn should DoD approval be required. The Stare Department 
anadian Desk Officer has been kept informed. ( SOU?. Cl : 42 3W CF 

LORI KG AFB 2511402 OCT 75; SAC CP* CPS CONTROL 2919542 OCT 75) 
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DDO UPDATE AS OF 300600 EST OCT 


ate penetration 


_ -) r __ <, in i c ti f ieo heli ccpuer 

f At ap?ro>:imately^90100 ES, Oc. 75 • “ 300 to 500 

sighted at an al-itu-e o * t Lorin g- AF5 , ME. At 25030C EST 

ers from a weapon. SuO a sighted over the. weapons 

. 11' :N^" ril ^rbo^ instances; an Army National Guard (NG) heU- 

stoiage c-e.._ in do bJe to contact or loentiry -he -n -t~r. 

copter responc.ec, du • ncso^S approved the foil owing 

‘eriffir DA Director xor Ops, dlsu-s, , ftnR nn rq^ 

procedures' for any similar incident effective tn-il 300500 x.S. 

Oct 75: 


_ NG helicopter and crew placed in "full time training duty" 
(FTTD) 


- NG helicopter may enter Canadian airspace with consent of 
Canadian authorities. 


- N G helicopter employment limited to tracking and identification. 


Qr-jiy c S military personnel and if considered necessary 
representatives from the FBI, FAA, and norcer ?= -rol vi._ 
embarked in the KG Helicopter . 


be 


(SOURCE: 42 BN CP BORING AF3 2911402 OCT 75: PHONCON DDO/ISTERSSTE 

ACTIVITIES). 
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Iwn CONTACT, the UNKNOWN AIRCRAFT DID not 0I3FLAY LIGHTING. 

. GROUND PERSONNEL HERS A’«LE TO DIRECT THE *IR WUARD HELICCPTER TO 
WITHIN te?«?T 0? THE UNKNOWN AIRCRAFT, WITH BOTH HELICOPTERS IN 

I S?5HT, OUT VISUAL ACQUISITION 

yjj NOT 330=. Dij-jiNS THIS PERIOD * KC-133 WAS 0H3JTIN6 AT SD32?1 
SSL TO AID IN JaS.'lTlFlCATlON AND TO ACT A5 RADIO RELAY, 

AT 5330221 ALL CONTACT hA3 LOgi. 

' IT J3 OUT C?inIb:j TH*T THE UNrnOWN HELICOPTER HAS DEMONSTRATED 

a clear intent in the weapons storage area, is smart and a host 
jcapadle avIatcR, 

LC-rL SECURITY has BEEN INCREASED, we ANTICIPATE FURTHER inciden 
£2CC3CIN3lY, wE WILL REQUEST THE CONTINUED PRESENCE CP AIR CUARO 
H-LjCC?TSR3. 

fc» PLan-TD PURSUE INTO CANADA JF NECESSARY, 

si have Coordinated *xth paine state police and the royal canaoi 

EOU.VTEO PCLJCB AND HAVE BEEN ASSURED OF THE COMPLETE COOPERATION 

S.c.p.p! wIll Respond to ant landing site in Canadian territory. 

LCCSL SECURITY POLICE ABCARO AJR GUARD HELICOPTER HAVE BSSM : •! 
CPISPEO YO USE DISCRETION AND AWAIT ' . v . • 

s'.c.n.p. aRpiv*l por any apprehension in Canadian ^territory®-*- — 

CC3 3S-3ZC 01 ' VM> ■ri/iil.. 
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THE national military command 

Washington, o.c. 20301 


CENTER 


30 October 1975 
0445 EST 


MEMORANDUM for record 

Snb3 “ t: G »“ a support tor 

« llLtr.J??, “ £i “ Of th. Director 

(NG) helicopter aBd cmf c^ranHv ! **“ *“* National Guard 
Maine, be made available to located at Coring AFE, 

Wing until 300800 EST^ct 75 ThSSi° £ 42nd Bomb 
employed to track and identifv Jh!l ■ * eU <r°Pter would be 
that has violated the airspace milde ? t ^ fled helicopter 
storage area at boring AFB ? duri-.n- t £>! vicinity of the weapons 
of 28 and 29 Oct 75. LTC Dy^ sLSd^-h^ IBOrnil, 9 hours 
borders would not be . crossed aL t^t that international 
not be attempted by personnel' v J apprehensions would 
Any civil police on b“ NG helicopter. 

°nly to the extent of communicS^ w^h ?ar ? lci P ate 
officials on the ground, with a PPr°pnate police 

X fchE ^“‘ension of the suspect airLSto^ ^“P^ihle 

Operations? U DCSOPS^ at 1 292100°ES” Director of 

his intent to check with \r^y i e-al ' of f indicated . 
prior to making a decision. 7 ~ 1,1 ff als oa fc ^e matter 

request by LT^nee^^d'^the 1 ? f 3t 292050 EST of the 
checking -with AzWleaa? ?!- that MG Sniff ^ was 

Operations C.„S * 

DEPSECDEF ' ^has “ SfCDEP/ 

DOD approval be required. ^ hellco P ter request should 

kept informed of a the <2 situation? n DeSk 0fficer has beea 
with t the 2 following G cons train ts^ r ° Ve< ^ US * ° f the heli «>Pter 

a. Tracking and identification only. 

b. Apprehension by D S 

y Personnel not authorized. 

c. No crossing of international borders 



d. Only U.S. personnel, preferably military , but including 
FBI, FAA, and Border Patrol representatives if necessary, 
will be on board the NG helicopter. 


7. MG Sniffin will initiate appropriate action to place^the 
Army NC helicopter and crew on "Full Time Training Dury 

(FTTD) . In essence, the NG helicopter will be federalized. 

8. OSD, through Col Bailey, has been advised of the approval 
and constraints in this situation and has stated OSD has no 
objections to the action. 

9 At 292249 EST the DDO {NMCC) established a conference call 
with SAC (MG Burkhart), AFOC, AOC, and Commander 42nd Bomb 
Wing , Loring AFB informing them of the approval to use the Army 
NG helicopter with the constraints listed in para 6 above. ^ 
Commander 42nd Bomb Wing stated that there was no utility in 
using the helicopter if it couldn’t cross the border. Air 
Force representative LTC Dyer was brought into the conference 
and stated that W had no objection to the border crossing. 

At 292300 EST the DDO. (NMCC) informed MG Sniffin of the border • 
crossing issue. 

lo' At 292325 EST MG ^Sniffin informed the DDO (NMCC) that 
■ approval was granted for the NG helicopter to crass the border 
with the consent of Canadian authorities. The DDO (NMCC) 
assured MG Sniffin that the Canadians were cooperating and 


had 


already given consent 


tw CjTCdd U11C 


ijOiuca » 


■11. At 292334 EST another conference call was convened by 
the DDO (NMCC) with the above conferees, (para 9) informing 
them of the authority to cross the border if necessary. . There, 
were no further questions and ail conferees were satisfied 
with the procedures established for the employment of the NG 
helicopter. 




C. D. ROBERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, DSMC 
Deputy Director for 


Operations 


CSA 
CNO 
CSAF 
CMC 

CH, WWMCCS OPS 
DDO (NMCC) 

ADDO (NMCC) 

CCOC (NMCC) 

DIA REP FOR NMIC 

>> T) X* T3 


& EVAL DIV 


(NMCC) 

PA REP 

V7EST HEM DESK 
NWSB 

NMCC BRIEFER 


\ 


\ 






DDO .-.TE- 


AS OF 011300 EST NOV 7: 


KZLIC0PT5?. SIGHTED AT LOP-IN G |g 

& I 

£ler L h to ? -a)Vcontact SS S^S«t*helo“M‘ launched 3 again at 010146 fj® 
“c" k-ov infe^onse to a slow moving target picked up by *APCON -m 
This sortie was also unable to make contact with tne obgec.. (aOu^-- « 
4 2D BW 010 825 Z NOV 7 5) |jg 

(U) A copv of. messages received regarding unidentified aircraft |§§ 

SecdeJ'" 's is jr~m> . § 



N M C C . 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 


31 October 1375 
0451 E ST 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject: Low Flying Aircraft/Helicopter Sightings at 

rfurtsmith AFB, MI. 


1. The SAC Command. Post notified the NMCC of reported low 
flying aircraft/helicopter sightings at Wurt smith AFB, 
Michigan at 302342 EST- 

2. * The attached 0PREP-3s give a summary of the reported . 
sightings. 


Brigadier General, USAF 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 


Attachments 

a/s 

Distribution : 

J— 30 
J— 31 

DDO (NMCC) 

ADDO (NMCC) 
CCOC(NMCC) 

WHEM DESK (NMCC) 
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9 u.ti’Jl' ZN21 
31 C9 4° Z OCT 75 

• iT^e’J C° VUPTS^ITH HT / JJ CD o5 
7E*.'/SAC 0? : FORCE ST AT US _ 

’l/SAC LOGISTICS 

TM/g.y c? rOPCE STATUS 
IN/. BAF C 3 L OCXS TICS 

JEXAAA/USAF FUO 9PS OIV FT WTCHIE'BD 

T «o?r> -3_ p EE LI N£ /7 S— C2 1—01 

...•classified jopre- jiffy «S® o *“ backdate 

T Q3U5Z CSC «VISED C «t, ThL J L(Jy ov „ TK £ S ASE AT 

= 0TT£3 AN ° t^TrIr°s'oc5T T“ C* SATO THAT AIRCRAFT VAS ALSO . 

CI23Z- INITIAL. Sw C J J- ' L t T ER REPORTS SAIO THAT 

3 SEWED XN THE VICINITY O^VSA H-L.V.R. „ L0C . L TR AFFI C 

IRCRAFT 03SE3VED NAY HA Vi. KAO SKIN FA IN TE D ON 

A IF C3 AF ? Z 6^ 1/ 2^ NI LE S HE 4 > ’ » * »g ^^T„E 

2fo£?ISS ISSSNWuS’S £.5 SS*f. * »»«t 

^ASE OZ ’ ds “Jl 1 f,! a |!jS , H^siM TV o' AIRCRAFT IN A TRAIL FORMATION- 
Sir 'Tf*G- KC-ISd SAIO 5- -j irf« ' • c AI0 K £ L OS T CONTACT 

30 APPROX ISC KlftS KEADI.,6 SO ZH- , ^CSNTIFISO FORMATION ©I 

, ITH THE -CRMATTCN JT OJgJ ^HS AIRCRAFT SOUTH TO T HE MICH. . 
THE KO SC 115/3 5 Kw 135 7 u ‘ 5 .<. r , «- * * wiMoro OF TIFSES* 

THUMB. *«*;««« fS^V-SlI sSSxt KC “1 35 _ L AN OE D WH EN 
S” I5;LSL K S?Si5Is/*»ISn e ATI0DS IN PROGRESS* R EP CR TS 
TG FCLLCK AS INFO IS OBTAINED f 
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DDO UPDATE 


as or o si 4 oo est kov 1375 g§ 

UFO SIGHTING t ‘ _ jg| 

, rM nS 07 = 3 >ST Nov 75 to 08042C EST Nov 75, Malms trom AT 3 MT gg 

(0) rrom OS02_»3 J. '3 ° , pries D f visual and radar contacts £2= 

ctvp sites f'e'oo rteo a series ui v - SUQi _ , ~ 

fi'L s =bs«cts. a 

locstiets inciuaec j«t or^sc-anble^'rom 24th BORAD Reaion H 

bricht lights. Two interceptors sc^anoiec 

failed to make contact with the UFO's. ||| 

m> The U^O sightings occurred on an extremely clear nignt. Visioilitg 
das Is miles Although northern lights w.llcausephenomenasrmrla. ffl 
to the received reports, weather services indicated NMCC' & 

of northern lights during the period in question. - (SOURC-. NM.C __ 

MFR 080600 EST NOV 75. gg 


DDO UPDATE 


AS 0? 


NORTH DAKOTA 

(U) At 032115 EST a penetration of the flight line 
by unknown persons was reported by AFOC . At least 
were hit by small arms fire. Security forces with 
the unknown attackers. (SOURCE: AFOC) 


032200 EST NOV 75 


at Grand Forks AF 
two KC-135 aircra 
dogs are tracking 




report of air force research 
regarding the 

'ROSWELL INCIDENT' 




REPORT of air force research regarding 

the “ROSWELL INCIDENT" 


executive summary 


n. ■— —• “ 

W GAD „ GAO m 

«*» “» «”** f— “ : “JSwumo a. 

the “Rosweil Inaaent was not even eansioerra a OTOevctt idesnfiedthe 

name. Prior to tnaL the inaaent was mstosseo Because i w 

ceons recoveien as oerng urn or a wearner oailoon. ^ recovered, 

a manner of boots oaimmg vm. not omy toa av 

but aiso tne homes of the ton alien occuoams. Uiese ciains cot^i ^ 

.ta the Air Force :s now rouuneiv accuseo ot engaging > n a cover * 
event. 

^ research iocarec no reeoros ar 

UO” by the USAF or any mmcanon ot suen a recrn^Co^KO^ oeno d in 
intensified by Air Force resesrenen at numoous m operations. 

have'cconrea 

ST To^nSuiorrnanon deveiooea or ohtainea £— 

recovered near Rosweil was consistent Aj^force research efforts thd 

ti e Moeui balloons that naa not been previously recoyaeo. * ^ mzxaiw 

„o“ dsdose any reeoros of the recoverv of anv “alien” booies or extmmesmai maremis. 

introduction 

Air Force mvo.vemem in the aiiegeo UFO-reiated inaaent popularly taem j« -* b^ 

- /St-™" beaan as the result of a January 14. 1994, W a ihllfflW IpS ^ncte 
(Atch n which announced Congressman Steven achiffs 

Accounting Office iGAOl effort to resolve this ^SSL 

been invoived in numerous Freeoom or Informanon Act (FOIA) ana i-ongrcssi 



rsauests on 'unusual airman. ' := mauae uniomin^tyu ^" ^ 

Direoor. Secunrv ann Special Program uvera ^. ^ olvea a anv GAO enbn 

Force, t SAF/AAZ) beiievea the Air rorce wouia Become involves 

involving inis subject. 

Thus, in iaie January, 1994. SAF/AAZ miuaL 

SAF/AAZD. to anemptto locale anv omami Aaencv 

researen efforts focused on recorns ax me Air ^JJ^Kirxiana AFB. 

(AFHRA). Maxweu AFB. AL. the Air Force aaieryA^ vAK 
NM ana xhe National Archives and Recoms Adnumsnanon tNAKA). 

.ML u ™. «id*ms <n »«» "f Dt ’" n "T“ ' ST lovctto 

proceaures for acauiring, ciassuving, reaffl ^ 1 ^2 crash lAtcfa 21. 

documents dealing with weather oalloon. airtntt. of Defcnse inspector General 
This notmcaaon was subsequently passes to ■ ■ ?wr j n ,hw arrecica names of 

., no « nun om^nomied the »££ This memorandum inaicateo that the 

££ 23S5SST- 

tnai me DoD is being review "crasn modems 

documems that unbeaten that me purp ™en as UFOs ano foreign aircran. and 

involving weather oaiioons ana unicnown _ I949(sic. 1947) at Rosweil New 

(2) the tans involving the reported crasn ot an UFO in 1949 (sic. m ) 

Moaco .. (and ani ailegea DoD cover-up. 

srssessdi, « ^<-j— * 

outer Executive Brancn enuuesi. the ouik ot *e«OT wm ^”“ 034 . ^ enmded 
* The audit was omoanv given me uAU coae uivj 

ao'rrusumemanamg uut 

1947. the US Army Air Forces t flSAAR 
fflGne saucer aid /or ns alien occupants which supposedly crasnea near 

sneaKi-** — i 

ana proceaures man umMS. 9 indent” and has commuea to no so fer 

aiicjanon mat it had covered up me " 

the next 47 years. 

rorce t KAF/AAZ1 Because of this oreamnnon. -Ar/AA 

and secunry poucy ann oversignt (5At/AAt.i. d ™ 5 


_ c Atr; a A7 was oniciaiiv namen as the 

-.ne jooeai entmr to assist tne u A 0 in 115 thetnen- 

Cenuai Penn of Contact tor mis “ a tasmn memoranoum oaten 

SSp-S H- -res reiateo to suen an «-£ ^ " SSL 
occanw. This searen for reams was puiposeiv unmea to Air Pome reco 

S (a)The Air Force nan no autnonry to compel other a? “°“ thev 
(b) The Air Force would have no wav to monitor tne completeness or 

(eftheoveraii efen was the tasic ana responsibiiiry ot the GAO-not the Airrorce. 

Dunne tne in-bnenng process with GAO. it was .earned 

«*.»«**.•<— Oita 

?^rm^rrnsn Schiifhm written to tne Deoarnnem or Detense l. 

Ibr'infbiirBdoB on the ‘Itoswed Incident” and had ThMJL^bvthe 

former urO Protect dlueoooK t. -at nan nrev. aimouen thev am. 

.Air Force. Congressman acnin suosmueimv.eameQmom^ AR a 

indeed. have me "Blueooon ' maters me the DoD. 

Conere'sman SchifL apparemiy perceiving mat ne nan been stor.ewau 
then'gtn erned the request for tne aforemennoneo auoit. 

It is within this context that the following researen and ass f^.^^ W ^p°S‘ C “ 
in support of the GAO. This reoort is imennen to stano as the nnai 

response regartiing inis rnaner. 


•ROSWELL INCIDENT —WHAT W, AS ORIGINALLY REPORTED 


IN 1947 


THE 

-. Jarir . -nTinn wun wnat ummaieiv ;mne to oe canej iiiuocntn— • * *.• 

The moaern oreoccuoauon wun wrui mutual :rcn r .».» r rners arcue 

^abetweenMay 17ann July 12. 1947. (alth ^ some re se^J^^, 
were as manv as 800 sigmmgs outing that penodi. Ime«mn^^ Sd no 

was not considered one of thee .947 events ,t was 

dispute, however, that somethmg nappenen near Rosweii m July. 19^^.^ ^ 

reoorted in a number of comemporary m 8 e dirion reoorted 
the Juiv 8 and July 9 edmons ot the Poywe.IDp.lv Recq rd. The Jui. , 

-RAAF Caotures Flying Saucer On Ran in Roowe.i Re^ jm.e ^ Located 

edidon reoorted. “Ramey Empties rtosweu oaucer — . 

‘Saucer' Sorry He Told About It.” 



Tne nrst smrv Teoonea tnai tne ^amei^a~~ 

it Rnsweii AAF. Maior Jesse A. Marcs, naa jecuverea a irynjBo»w ... 
ianns 0 f an umdeanaca rancner in ine yicaary °i Rgs weu ana 
“flown xo higher headouaners. ’ Thai same story ziso ^ 1947 

to nave seen a large umaennnea obtect nv by tnor 

the juiv 9 edition of the naner noted that firiganier General Roger Ramey , C omman aer ot 
Air Force atFonh Worth. Texas, sated ^taoneiMon^ns 
recovwedhv Mana was determined to be a weather oailoon. - . 

aesamea as a ."..bunaie of tinmiL broken wood beams, ana nmber w Brxgl 

balloon. " The additionai storv of the “harassed rancner laemmed him 
SSicSSSr Mexico. He dauned that he ann his som 
matenaioniune 14. 1947, when they “came upon a 

up of rubber strips. nnmiL a rather tougn paper, ana snciu. HeP ^ 

debns on iuly 4 and ."..ihe next day he tns neara aoout «»gMg «» 

wnat he had found minhi have oeen the remnants ot one or these. B ... ' 

oniuiv 7 ana contaaea tne Shenm wno »P™™ : Mjj 
Marc- Maior Marcel ana “a man in main Clothes ' then accomoamea Braze! none to 
Ib.Md.to—- toft-toto—- 

material 

’’..might have oeen as large as a table top. The caiioon which heid it 
U n if that is how it woncea. must have oeen about 12 fee longt nc 
measuring the distance bv the axe of the room in which he sal. t 
rubber was sxnokv grav m color and scattered ovrr an area aaou: .uu 
vacs in diameter. When the debris was eatheren up the tmxoiL 
lace, and. sucks made a oundie aoout three reel long and 7 or S mcnes 
thick, while the rubber made a ounnie about 18 cr 20 incnes long anfl 
about 8 inches thick. In ail he esumateo. die emre lot would nave 
wosnea mavoe nvc uounos. "There was r.c sign of anv metat u. tne 
area which nrnmt have oeen usea for an engme ana no sign oi any 
oropetiers of anv Kind. Althougn at least one paper nn had been giuea 
onto some of the tinfoil There were no words 'to be found anvwnere 
on the ii.straraent althougn there were letters on some ot the parts. 
Considerable scotch tape and some tape with flowers pnntea upon it 
had been used in the construction. No suing or wire were to be xcuna 
but there were some eveiets in the paper to indicate that some sort ot 

anachmeat may have been used. Brazm said that he h^ prwcu^- 

found two weather balloons on the ranch, but that what he founa 
nrw» aid not in any way r es e m ble eth er of these. 


EVOLUTION OF THE EVENT -FROM 1 947 TO THE PRESENT 



General Kamev s mess conierenee ana ran mere were 

a UFO-renuea mmer «ni ljj™. Kosweu. for examnie. is no; 

several oomse reraences to it _ ■ -tjfos reoonea in Protea Sluenooic or ns 

nssrea to in the onm US ^ ”^^ 2 wnidx OT hem 1948-1969 (wmcn 
preaecsssots. Protea sign ana Proiea unrage, inmnry). 

is Mff iMM *•' “ “’ 5 “ 

Toswedinl947 anapro«*at° UT0 reseachers. mostnombhr 

■vents tiiat supposedly ocainea. . ..n interviewee even more 

Oonairi Schmnt and Kevin Ranme. claim to mC uiaea 

-eraons wnn suoposea knowieage ot unusual nanoemnns at Kosweu. 

,oth aviiian ana former military persons. 

\ddiuonaiiy, the Robert 

arge portion or one snow to a Danlcu i^dunng the last sevemi years and a 

other television shows nave aone iikcwisc-P ^ vmmeT The overaii thrust 

nade-for-TV movie on tne suoiea “ “Rosweil Inadetrt " was actually the crash of 

of these arudes. books and show, . • t imthe^^™^ ^ Deen . C ovenngup” 
i cran &otn anotnerwond. the US o a conmnanon of disinformation, 

this iaa from the American puohc since , - yg Air force sears the bnmt 

idicuie.ann threats otboony harm, to ao so. Generally, 

"f there Hems?*** 1 ***- 

mvinicai (if not iiysucaii p _ nubEc. There are also now several major 

ananons of the j£ f smee ttrown mmi a mmnna; amoimt ^ 

■ >niy ^ anoiane .oaos of deans from mrnnnie huge“debns 

smrnie desorption of sticks, papa. 

_ r inm nm/ r ja4m that there were two crasn sues wncre gp» , • The 

versions now - ga^a nsaai aliens were supposeaiy remevea. The 

seeona sue. ftUeseabo<b “. „ ^ ^ varied. These eiaims are hinder eompheoed 

rr“«S e UFo“icn« arenot in agreement among tnemseives as to e««ry 


5 


'anssenav. nowever. me AAr was sc=» ^ wrraage tana 

•catenai meteiiom. «=smg io=aa awav - *“ “ - S-~ ~roesssnz ana later 

300 iesi 10 Roswed uncer emremew tigm sesnr. *=• 

sqjioitanon. 

typyp ^2JCC& XO 

0 „ceoac*ailU^AAF.i:isg^ 

nourv hiaher neanauarters ana arrangements ^ otthe 

r ““ tfBl. New MW 

fiomn Air Force rinrimi a n gs possm known as Wright- 

“^T i nrir „ aaF Marvwna. ana aivwvs to Wngm rieia.now mu 

?ossow wti]eiloae 0 f -T-r wmaa 

P3gS aon Center « ATIP ana the Air 

Known as ine Air 1 eamxm nn m rrri tv unkno wn materials nom 

/ aMQ ana would, in aa. sc a logical locanon - -, r 0 f alien bodies aiso 

show them oemg sinopea to Wrigm rtea. 

for runner arnuvsis ann/or exmonanon. me govemmsm ffl me 

Forces m oaruonar. men engagea m cov ®™^ gmar r persons ana me use of 

rrssn ana recovery, mauaing tne use or sc =^^.“ ov some uFO 

coercion .mauaing anegea aeain ®mnoo«a ^ B ^emgeffi 

-ssearenea. nas aiiowea me government to seen tne ==t sunoaseoiv aiiowea the 

» *» “ ^^Ll V ^etlt S enzmeenng 

He Government to exploit recoverea exuaiaiTestnai motensis - The “death 

u^uiuinaxeiypnividingsuiathnigsasnnffo^ata^^^^^ o^ bv the Anny 
Ss. * oaths, ana other terms or eoemtm adegra to ^ 

Air forces nersonnei to Keen people OTm “^^^^ioui rann 1 with same 
as jeverai hunaree people am aaimea nQn . eo verrnent resesreners 

knowledge eftht“Rnsweti Inaaenr during mtennewt witn non _ 

ana the meaia. 

Addin* scaur measure at artaihiiirv to me aauns urn km 

lonarem cesm of researen ot some ot me aurora ," " M ^ ^ information came 
claims are lesseneo somewnax. nowever. oy « Nlaav of the persons 

^vertmretmrtsn^y^^we^ dunnB tne ume m ouesnon. 

interviewee were, m aft rononea sl or uvea ^ nones m then 

a™, a name of them ciaim mrntarv service. Most nowever. »» ort hird- 

^^weii after trx fact In omer cases. tne mrormanonpr^^^™ 

°S oeen oasmo througn a nrienn or *-^SSSSS^ is 
umaueiv iacxmg m the enme exmorar^ the aams of 

offinainosnrveaocumentary orpnysi^ew^^ Ccnverseiv there nas never oeen any 

those who aiiese that sometmng unusuai happsiea. Conversely, M 

^oTcocumemarv evidence oroaucea by tnose wnc would deau^^® 
s^ so^nmg aidnmna^ aithougn logic dictates mat oureauaaoes 

socna time aocumesnn? uss-evesss. 


SEARCH strategy and methodology 


"i o rnsun: scBUi — : ; rr - ^AU wi in ins 

truant ream to n -Row-1 — » <*«»“* 
complete mionmnon a ^“-;/^" nn2non mom rnose hmcocnai om« am 
nom me Office oi the season . to “« , . v oe contained. This meiuaeo 

onanuanons wnere sucn miormanan ML - crwe =ts rmcm oe cameo 

air = am? !eaI aies « c ™°^Z_ n ^ ei ^ reams centers over wmch the Air 
om.aswetias mstmrai ^Len aid not. nowever. go to tne OS 

Foree crates some aeeree « iaun cnes from White sanos. or 

Annv t0 rev,** nistoncai ^ “ I ^ e r. tne Atomic raeray 

to me Deoanmem ot raergy to aetermmeu® tora^^ ^ ^ 0C=urTO * or 
Commission, had air/ recoms or miciar-ma ica ^ GA0>S ^ m mu maser. 

near Rosweii in 1947. To do s ° d T*^ rever ^ » searcn for raoras stiii unoer Air 
What Air Fora researaers aid do. nowever. was to sea^ 

Fora conraioertamme to tnesesuoiea areas. 

In oraerto aetermme oarameten aiiabie in the 

hist ccnsuctea of the maior woncs regaining Innoer.t. 1 19801 by William 

cocuiar literature. Tnese wonts inauaes: - * a j£cn of Proof T9851 by 

kS - Dot- S cheers 3* 
Moore; T^T V » Sl^OSILS £ S g — * n 0 Q 4 \ aiso bv Ronnie ana acsnxxti: 

Iran AhouT T n MfF0 f » ' 7 ' 5n / 1991 y Georee M. Es smart. Heitor: ‘The 

p — iiRegzn: A Saansi c „ r^nn < 19921 by stamon 
Roswell Events.” ( 19931 comouea by r amcia written ov a comomanon 

T- Friednaa “ D ^ r B t^St« W ' CoUeoiveiv. the above represent me -pro” UFO 
Peebles in Watcn tne Skie s. { - Tnere nas also oeen senous researen as 

ert- » — =■*' “*“ 

Hwibb beaded, yamonariv alter a review oft dteaoove ^^^^^'^Lne 
;iac artetnat wouii be maae to nv to ^^^“tmaocuntented. 
m the various oubiicanons. Many ot these ^^^S-manvofthe above 
taxes out of context, sen-serving, or otnerwise auo • e . he gonnaas ana 

>,d * 

* — *22 TO nc 5C2TCnsd. 

voiuce 01 reconu • 


am One of me popuar ooo.cs mcnnonca max w g 

-ao suunnnea the names ana senaj rammers ox over iwo in 

Rosweii in iuiy, 1947. to the Veterans asked 

cannnn tnesr traiitanr service, i ney men usea eleven or «ese p««m_ 

'.he auesnon: 

Sr ^ToL snunoea serious so SAF/AAZD was tasrca to 

mtsraeetne autnors oid not ust the serai numoemi „„ 

scorns reaniiy idemniable with eight ot these oexsons. 

names uai mere couid have oeen tnuumie possmumes. ^ 

.. nl -rTiiiir'’ nasons h» ri a casualty reaon in his recorns i maimc that ne ’ „ 

nnsang persons nau*- . _ _____ 0 f the exact same name iin 1990. 

;he writers canned to nave rmervtewen rum ! or a oerson ot me zoo. 

While the nistoncai document searcn was in orogress. a was decided to axompn to iocme 

^Tsevenu nersora rdermned a stiil Uving vmo ccuid oossmry answer 

-^ranneveroeenotdcauvaoneoetor,^ 

~mosc 01 the persons contacted reoonea ms mey nan aiso c oeea ^ 
_ nr the imea axuno rs or otner unvaie researcnere. In orcer to count 

— —«*■=—• «*;■ 

security oaths, tne interviewees were orovided wun aumoracnon com enner t. 

Secrearv of the Air Force or me Senior Security Official oi me Air roree tnatwo 
afficiaiiv allow discussion of chssmed iiuormanon. if appucanie. or tree mem iro 

mtennewmg persons that couid address means issues msea oy reseanm ann no 

„ *y » ta» -«T «l«» M “"~ „ 

zovuasa hv tne vanous aumors. r or example, one ot the interviewees 

nntam an ofisiai simtco. sworn statement cram was Snenoan Cavirt. L. CoL LSAF 

“ rnfiS iivine memner of the rnree oersons umvemuy acimowienceo to 
material from me Foster Ranee. Others were aiso mter.ie-.vea as 
xformanon oeveiooeo i discussed m aetaii later,. Addiuomm^m ^^“ UBnt „ 
deceased persons were aiso con t aeten in an attempt to locate /anous re-oros 
have ceen in the custooy of the d ece ased. 

Evon mounn Air Force researca ongmaiiv started in ianuarv. ' 994, the nra 
Force-wide tasemg was dirraen by the March i. 1994. memorandum iromaAF/AA 
( Atch 5) ana was Lidressea to mose current Air Staff elements tna x wou ld _____ 

renasitorv tor any records, parucuiariy if there was anni ^^^^l aiaiso 
involved. This meant that the searcn was not umnen to uaaa ssmca ma terials. out 
wouid recorns of the highest ciassmeanon ana comuaitmenanon. 

— a coronal omces ouened included the following: 

fa) SAF/AAL Directorate of Information Man a g e m ent 

( b) SAF/AOL. Directorate of Eectronics and Soenai Programs 
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AF/SE. Airrorce aatov 

,dl AF/HO. Air Fores Historian _ • irciU - ag - — FIA. ano 

i e) AFHN. Air Feme inteiiigencei mooning Air ror^mtenigenc-. . 

•ne National Air imeiiiccrcs Caster. NAIC'j 

0I " Spedai Investigations t AFOSD 

In suasion to the shove As Staff and SccwTOBfflca. 

aoproonaie ciassmen recoms tor any tie-in to ns nnsrar mssnsss or 

recoros. it shouid be noted that any P™^™**^* iSAPil e ihe»uthorirv tbr.such 
controls are known as a apecai Access Programs tSAPs ). « Deoarnneat 0 f Defense 
Drooams comes flora Exeamve Order 12336 sna flow, trots t ne ^ ^ 

to the Services via DoD Directive i203.7. Tto e orogran s str 

Force cv Policy Direorve .6-7. ana Air rorce noraier. ail 

contain cetaiied reoune«ems tor contromngsna nmmong, m ^ 5earary of 
SAPs This mciunes a reoon trom tne Secretary otthe Air t0TCS 

u» . » <**-■«_•» SAPi ""“.rs.!!, 

carunesnon tnai mere are no "SAP -like urograms cerag opemea. ■ 

requirements are snouiatea in ouoiic iaw. 

• - mar if 'he ■“ar Fores naa recovereo some type of extraterrestrial 

caicgancaiiy stated that no such Socnai Access Programs) cgsis that i 
e xulm T es ciai spausiraxt/aiiens. 

!*■«. to Sestory «to Air Fore-. » to tad 

Pro cram Overmen! Committee wmen oversees aii sensitive programs - evcms u 
-o icnowiedse of the existence of anv suen orogiam invotvmg. orremin • ^ ^ 

Rosweii or tne aiiegen tasnnoiogy that suoposeaiv resunea ^ jemor ^ 

oovious lrreguianty ana iiiegsnry of keeomg suen for ootaamng 

wouid involve people ana caste paperwork. 

The afbremennoned March 1. 1994. SAF/AA tasking generated 
M 21 flora ail moments; it all offices renoned that tney nan no 
LominTemaaem. Conseauemiy, these negative responses ted to sn «*■*»* 
alnaav on-gomg historical resesren at recoros centers ana amoves. 

The extensive arehivai ana recoros center search was systemanraiiy ^ p Qrce 

SAF/AA 7 ^ ri fn^^ginrati nn Review 1 earn. This team is composea 
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Reserve oersoana wno nave extensive tnumng ana / 

r kotos. tPrevious emorts mouae tne aouinesst Am ^War. Air Power Survey 

- , r irm ofPnW/MlA recoins. Ena tne review oi tnc uuu . 

aeaassmcaiiDn or r , . ■- .nnnuggmr cassmea 

recoros). The team memoers aii had to jr to demssify any 

•jirorrmnon ana had me amnomv oi the Secrcarv 4F/AAZD conouciea 

ssS»Si«® ' teN rs^rr s “^ 

Washinzton. DC; Federal Recoros Center. Ft Wonn. 

M-ane.'MD- Nanonai Air and Soace Museum. Wasmnswn. DC. “^TT 1 -. 

aFB. NY: and the Library or Congress. Washington. DU 

■V lisunE of the sneeme recoro areas seasoned is annenaeo as ^ 

ail those suoiect areas iogrcadv beheyea » ^“SSS-aaoB mom 

Rosweii AAF during tne oenoa or time in auesnon. it u amat®Bi 
•rus e"ort wiii cormnain tnai "they aid not searcn recoro group x . ocac y. or re= t 
.nise-on recQr dsare-’’ 'uch cornmaims are unavotaabie ana there is no 

SSS^TblZ-. They were assisted in this tasic by archrvisis. toor^^^^ 

_, ,„ r n r ^neoaiists. i nducing ex pe rie nc ed penons wno have continually 
recoros management , „„ 1943 The team aiso searched som e 

wonted in Army and Air Force recoros systems since ‘ Robert Todd. 

r*mm areas that were recommenced bv serious private researeners suen as rumen roou. 
who nan mdeoendently ootamed almost encyaooeoic knowteage or the complexities 
Air Force recoros systems, parocuiariy as reiatea to tins suaiect area. 

, - s^-”v •»* research team founa the usuai numoer of problems in many of the 

'LJZ ZJZ iparneuiariv St. Louis’! with misniing, tost or nusoiacea Documents. 

from tne S09th Bomo GrouD at Rosweii that coverea the years 19 5 
mantea on the index as ‘‘destroyed.’’ The researeners noted that mere was no pa 
any anomalies founa and that most discrccanaea were rrmor ana consistent witn wntt 
they had founa in xhe oast on similar pro:ects. 

WHAT THE ROSWELL INODENT W AS NOT 

Before discussing spedne costtive resuits that these enorts reveaied. it a nrst aoprcgBiaie 
“Rosweii Incident” was nor 


An Airplane Crash 
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Of all the mags tnat are « air casnes go oaoc to tne 

tewnaf 35 ? Sgitt- Safety recoras ana rtaons - 
• »a ,-nma aamaize. iniurv, aeam. or a comnmanon or these xacors. 

invoivea senous aaniaEc, ui.iuiy, ttcat tennis snowcc 

a j- Q mciuoe modems invoivine exoenmemai or ciassmea aircran. w 

f° =,^4 1°47 ana Jaiv 28. 1947. there were hve ensues m New Mexico 

2££5« A~I 6 C P-S1N. C-S2A. P-80A eon PQ.MB *nfc »<-«■— 
these were on the assets) in quesaon nor in tne aresisi m question. 

One of the aadirionai areas soeohealiv set forth by GM *. ™ 

hnw tne Air Force tand others) snecmcauv do cumrm e a . westner oauoo 
ni ntaaenis " In this area, the search enbre revested that tnete are no g& satety 

recoras penanung to weather cailoon erasnes t ail wea “^°^°^ n ^^ ^ 33 Mterv 
later r however, there are urovmons tor generating reports o: erasnes 

m the uniikeiv chance that a balloon injures someone or causes carnage. 

However, suen recoras are oniv maintainea tar nve vears. 

t missile. asuaiiy desmoed as a caorurea German V-t or one ot its 

variants, is someames set forth as a cossibie e.-ratanauon for tne aesns reccverea n ^ 

R “T eli 5 ^ niuen of this tectum aone at neamv White aanas was seer- -t tne ume. u 
would be logical to assume that me government would hanmeaty^J m^^ 
riffht seoinrv raracuiariv if the nnsnan ocairrea on private iano. From •• 

SSSiia” Force, however, there was nothing located to sugger tnat ttow« 

the case. Al though the built of remaining testing records are unoer the ccnlr °‘ ° 
^heamiect'hasaiso beer, very wed documemed over the 
recoras There wouid be no reason to keen suen tnformanon ciassmed tc-ay. 
founa no indicators or even hints mat a mrssiie was invoivea m tms maner. 

consiaerec was mat wnateyer mtppe^^^weumav ^ 
nuciear weapons. This was a logical area ot concent since tne 309th Boou __ 
on iv military unit in the world at me time mat nad access to nuciear w ' - 

reviews of available recoras gave no indication that this was the case. A numoer ot 

iSti TOP SEC RET ana SECRET-RESTRICTED DAT* naving to oo 
2S nuciear weaoons were iocatea in the Federal Recoras Center in aL 
Thee records, which penamea to the 509th. had notnmg to ao wnn any 
couid have oeeu mrsmterpretea as me “Rosweii Inaaem. AiS °l5^” qq E } jmi. had 
reiated incident wouid have oeen inherited by the Deoanmem ot Energy 1 00). 

„„ ocdgrcri. it is likelv DOE wouid have pubiiciy reportea it as pan ot u» ream 

files to i t---"- tne potential ewstenee ot stten reeottis wnnjn DOE channels. 

\ji Exiraierrcstriai Craft 
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The Air force reseer® fauna aosomieiv n=~ — " » crux at this 

1947 invorveo anv tvoe or exsaierTesmai soaceoan. i .as. ot course, 
enure matter. -?n>-UFO". persons wno comma copy of tna report, ar uus do®, most 
prooabiybegm the ‘cover-up is saii on ' claims. Nevenneiess. uatsiaum . 

absolutely no evidence or anv idnd that a spacesnip crasnea near otnerwise. This 

Steams were recover® merenom. m some seoes military operarn 
does not mean, however, that the earn Air For® was not concern® about UFOs, 
eeny cays, ' W 

translated as some ooiea in the air that was not r* 80 ^^ j rgm gg 

the term has evolved in today s l angu a ge , to equate to alien spa^wiup . ■ 

period reviewed by Air Force researchers as weil as those ch® by 

bemre.doindicaxetbaiiheUSAFwaisentaJsty concern® anouttneirumui^rto 

aneauarav idennry urucnawn riving obieas reported m Amencan airspace, 
recorus. however, indicat® that the focus of concern was not on _ . 

otherwise, but on the Soviet Union. Many oocumems rrom tffitt “ - 

oosahiiitv of deveionmeniai secret Soviet airman overnymg US aiispace. Th* azc 
w« of maior concern to the fiedgiing US AF. wnose too it was to proteo tnese same 

The resear® revealed oniv one amdai AAF document that uimcmea thm mere v ^simv 
a®idrv^f®v rvoe that nertamed to UFOs and Rosweii in iuiy. 1947^ Tmswasas^i 
secncn of the iuiy Histoncai Reoon for the 509th Bomo Group ano Rosw “‘ 
surea: " He Office or Public Information was quite busy aunnc tne raontn 
inquiries on the ‘flving disc.’ v men was reported to be in posseesum or ■> 

AMiomiv, tH> hmotv shmrao ttaiteJWUCoimm-i Coteio Blai«»ad. » 
leave on Julv 8, 1947, which would be a somewnat unusual naneuvertor aomron 
involved in the sunposed first ever recovery of OTaterresmai 
Blancnard did this as a niov to eiuae the press and go to the scene to Qirect 
ooeranonsi. The history and the mommg reports also snowed that the sunsepuem 
lom.v.ies at Rosweii during the montn were mosuy mundane and not inoicanve oi any 
unusual high ievei aenvny, exosnaiture of manuower. resources or secunr. . 

Likewise, the researeners founu no mdicaiion of heighten® acavity anywnere 
tm&mv hierarchv in the Juiy, 1947, message tnffic or orders < to induce -ssmmi^ 
There were no indications and warnings, nonce of alerts, or a higher tempo 

acrivinr reported that would be ioeicaiiy generated if an ail® craft wnose 

unknown, entered US temtory f o behevethai sum operational ano high-level secumy 
aenvirv could be mnductm soieiy by reiyuig or. unsecur® tele., n ■■ 1 1 m lTa eanons 
oersonai contact without creating anv records of such activity certainly stretenes 
i maginatio n of those who have served in the mrihary who know that paperworr ofaane 
kind is necessary to acccmuiish even emergency, highly classified, or sensitive tastes. 

An r«m of actrvhv somenmes cued by pro-UFO wnters to illustrate the ooim that 
sometning unusual was going on was the travel of Ll General Nathan 
Commanoer of the Air Maienei Comma®, to New Moo® in July, 1947. Actually, 
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Juiv along wnh a manner or otner general 
monm before. on June i. 1947 ( Aten 14V 

i r_,ipni Hovt Vanaenbere, Denutv Chief of Staff at 

Similarly, h has aisooeenailegea -^—ajmng evens at &osweii. Acnviiy 

the tune, had beta mvoivea tureams oaoe3 stored in the Library 

reooru (Atch 15), locates m General Vanoentwg s p«om P. ^ 

of Congress, did indicate that on July 7, k*_'* a * 0US — SMkMe 
however this pamcaiar incident invorvea |L nnn llM in g 0 n indnmL it 

(Washington! Depot. After mum aisarssxon or 

wu iesmed to be s hoax. There a no snmia r mention o x nis personal une^ 
involvement in Rosweii events except m the newspapes. 

,, tna t indicate that a some event naopened that was 

^ “T‘^S hanpemrms’ in human mstorv, the US nonary censiniy rescan in 
one ot the ‘watesnen happerags daai the nuiiiarv would have nad a 

~ ». to- w. 

Imbtmanon Act that wornu give turn ? r ^'^ a . tf k dig. lt was controlled 

, „ rr tk# n-eonis indicate that none oi this hanpenea i or u u 
documeai Theroo ^ ugh t that no one. US or otherwise, has oeen able to 

Orient security system exated. 


WHAT THE "ROSWELL INCIDENT WAS 


As previously the tnaiortty of 

^ M ^ Mal ^Ln 

the wreckage flat Worm, was that oi a ranar target normally susoenned from 

b ^° 0M ' : ■ £ Tyiy 9 newspa per snide svhich di s a iss ed “tinfoil, paper, tape, and 

^“Simonaily. the desemmon of the “flying 

^^usedbvmostpro-oTOv^eretomoicateacotfflnracvmpregre^te^ 

Dallas FBI office of July 8, 1947. This document quoted m pan smes._^ 
i JIc and was susnended from a balloon by a cable, wrach balloon 
dBcisneaaaonalm shane 0 biea round resembles a high altitude 

was aoprommateiv twenty teet in aiameter. ... je opiect iouhu „ 

weath^bXon wnh a radar reflector. ...disc and balloon oemg transnoneo... 

soonsored by the 
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Puna for UFO Reaarca tFuFORI. AJthouga it was not me ongmai inteanon to comment 
on wnai co mmer c ia l aumors miercrsma or caimea urn omer Demons suppo seaiv saia . 

'his na mcuiar document was different o man se it co ntame o acrnai comes at anparenny 
amnesme sworn affidavits received ffom a numoer ot persons who ciaimea to nave some 
knowiedse of the Rosweii event, Althougn many of the persons wno pioviaea these 
affidavits to the FUFOR researchers also expressed opinions that tney tnougm there was 
something extraerresniai abom this inddem. a number of them actually desomea 
matHtais that sounded suspiciously like wrcoeaae from oaiioons. These inouaed the 
folio wing: 

Jesse A. Marcei. MD (son of the iate Major iesse Marceit 1 1 years oid at the time of the 
modem). Affidavit dated May 6 , 1991. “ ... There were three categories ot debris: a 
t ^ ] ir y f 0 ji like metallic gray suostance: a brittle, bruwrasn-biack piasnc-iike matenai. like 

Bakeiite: and there were riagmems of what appeared to be I-beams. On the inner suince 

of the I-beam, there appeared to be a type of writing. Tins writing was a purpie-vioiet 
mm and it had an embossed appearance. The rigures were composed of curved. 

2 eotnesic s hapes It hah no resemmance to Russian. Japanese or any other foreign 
"annuane. it i i- " -mnigg hieroeiypmcs. out a nao no atnmai-iike characters.... 

Loretta Proctor (former neighbor of ranener W.W. Brazef). Affidavit dated May i, 1991. 

- .Biazei cams to my ranen and snowed my husband and me a piece of material he said 
came mom a large pile of debris on the property he managed. The piece he brougmwas 
brown m coior. to ?iasnc...’Mac’ said the other mat e ri a l on the property looked 

like aluminum foil. It was very flexible anc wouldn't crush or hum. "nitre was also 

he oesenhed as tape wnicn had p r in t in g on it. The coior of the priming was a 

land of purple... 

Bessie Erazei Schreiber tdangmer of W.W. BrazeL 14 yean oid at the time of the 
; .nadent>- Affidavit datea Seotemoer 22. 1993. .’’..The aeons iooked like pieces of 2 large 
oaiioon wnicn had bunt. The pieces were smaiL tne largest i rememocr measuring scout 
the same as the diameter oi a baskethaiL Most of it was a kind of double-sided material, 
foil-like on one side ana ruober-iike on tne atner. Both sides were grayish silver in ccior. 
the foii more siivery than me robber. Sticks, like kite socks, were Atta c h ed to some or the 
pieces with a whitish tape. The tape was aoout two or three inches wide and had flower- ^ 
like designs on it. The 4 flowen ; were taint, a variety of pastel colors, and reminded me ot 
Japanese paintings in which the flowers are not ail con nem ea. I do not recall any other 
types of maienai or mandnes, nor do I rememocr seeing gouges in the grouna or any 
othe 1 sens T h9t anything may have hit the ground hard. The foil-robber maienai couia not 
be tom iike ordinary animreurn foil can oe tom../ 

Sallv Strickland Tadoiini ineighbor of WW Braze:: nine years oid in 1947). Affidavit 
Sepicmber 27, 1993. .’’..What BiH shewed us was a piece of what I stiil think as 
fabric. It was something iike aluminum foil something iike sann. something iike wetl- 
tannea ieamer in its tougnness. yet was not preoseiy iike any one of those materials. ..it 
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was aoout xne micknesa of verv hne xicskin giove .earner ano 2 uuii mr^mc grsyisn siver. 
one side sugmiy cancer man me otner. i do nor rememoer « saving any oeagn or 
encasing on it — " 

Robert iL Poner .B-29 flight Engineer nauonea at Rosweii in i 9471 

June?. 1991. ."..On this occasion. I was a member or the atwwmcn _ 

we were told was a flvina saucer ro Fort Worth. The people on ooaro inauaKL_aaB Maj 
Jesse Manas. Cam. William E. Anderson said it was drum a nymg saucer, 
arrived, the marenai was rransrerreo ro a B-25. I was told they were going ro Wngm 
Fidd in Dayton. Ohio. I was mvoivea in 

-» m fea across the bottom. The rest were m small packages. ui 

box. The brown paper was heid with rare. The maienai was cxiremciv 

When i picked ir up, it was just iike picking up an empty paexage. « ° ' 

shanea naekane and three snoe box-sized o a e x a g es into tne plane. . 

couid have nt'into me trunk of a car. ...When we came oack trom lunen. 

had transferred the maienai to a B-25. They toid us me material was a weatner oaiioon. 

out i'~ cenarn it wasn t a weatner oaiioon-.. * 

In anaaion to those oersons anove suil living wno Claim to nave seen or examinee tne 
.onmnai maienai found on me Brazei Rancn. there is one aooiuonai person wno was 
umversaiiv acimowiedged to have been invoived in its recovery, Shenoan '-avm. o 
USAF. (Ret) . Cavta is cremtea in aii claims o: having accompanied Maior^ e 

ranch to recover the debris, sometimes aiong wnh his Counter Imeliigence uorps <OC) 
subordinate. William Ricken. wno. like MarceL is deceased. Althougn there does not 
ar r ~r to be much disoute that Cavin was mvoivea m the material recover/, other cams 
about him orevaii in the popular iiterature. He is sometimes portrayeo “ * 

(or someames even sinister) conspirator wno was one or the earry individuals wno kept 
:he “tecre: of RosweiP from getung out. Other mines anout mm nave oest a***?® 0 - 
inciucinz inc cam tnai nc wroie a reuon oi ;nc inaacni at tne time trial ..as ... . - 
sumeta. 

Since ; t Col Cavitt. who had nrst-nand knowledge, was still alive, a decision was made to 
imerview him and set a sienea sworn statement from nim about his version or the events. 
Prior to the interview, the Secretary of the Air Force proviced him wim a written | 
...Un^mnn and waiver to discuss classified iniormaaon with the interviewer ana release 
him from any security oath he mav have taken. Subseouemiy, Cavm wasmti^ewroon 
Mav 24. 1994, at his home. Cavitt provided a s gnea. sworn statement (Aten )ot 
r ecoiiecaons in this matter. He aiso consented to having the imerview tape-recoroed. A 
transom of that recommit is at Atch 18. In this interview. Cavitt mated that he hadbeen 

.rr^i on numerous occasions by UFO researchers and had wiiiingiy tantea 

of them; nowever. he frit that he had oftenmnea been rmsreoresemea or nad his comments 
taken out of cornea so that their true meaning was cnanged. He statec unemnvooihr, 
however, that the maienai he recovered consisted of a retlecnve son ot maienai like 

n foil ana some thin, bamooo-iike sucks. He thougm at the time, ana ccntmuec 
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:o oo it) t nh»v - ihawnmimibiuia wasaweamcrbailoaneriahastoio oth er pnviie 

-esearenere tmt. He aiso rememoereo fluffing asnaii-blackbok’ type or mim mian. 
winch he tnougnt ai me time was oraoaDty a raamsonae. L: Col Cavnr aia^eweatts 
famous Ramev/Marca photograpns ( Atch 16) of the wreaoge uucen to Ft Worth (often 
ciahaea bv UFO researchers to have been switched ana the remnants, or a balloon 
substrtuteh tor it) and he identified the maienais depleted in those pnotos as cooastear • 
wnh the rnateriaia that he recovered nrom the ranea. Lt Col Cavnt aiso stated tim 

never tasea arty oath or signed any agreement not to talk about tins tneaieor ana had never - 
beat threatened by anyone in the government oecanse of h. He did not evos snow the 

“modem” was ciabned to be anything unusual unni he was interviewed in the any 

1980’s. 

Simiiariv, Irving Newton, Major, USAF, (Ret) was iocated and interviewed. Newro n was 
a w eather officer assigne d to Fort Worth, who was on duty when the Rosweu debns was 

sent there mJulv, 1947. He was toid that he was to report to General Ra^s office to 

view the maten ai In a signed, sworn statement lAtch 30) Newton related that . ..1 
walked into the General’s office wnere tins supposeo flying saucer was tying aii overtne 
3oor \s soon as i saw it. I giggled and asked if that was me flying saucer..^ told them 

that tms was a balloon ana a RAWIN target..." Newton aiso suueo that .".. wnitel was 

examining the debris. Major Marcei was picking up pieces ot the target sucks ana trying 
to convince me that some notations on the sucks were aiien wnrtngs. there were ngures 
on the lavender or pink in color, appearea to be weather tadea rrarkingi with no 
rhyme or reason (sic). He did not convince me that these were aiien wntmgs. Newton 
concluded his statement by relating that .’’.During the ensuing years I have been 
interviewed by many authors. I have been quoted and mispuoted. The facts remain as _ 
above. I was not influenced during the onginai interview, nor today, to 

anythinB but what X know to be true, that is. the material I saw in General Ramey s office 

was the" remains oi a balloon and a RAWIN target." 


The original nrom GAO notea that the searen for lniormanon meaxaeu weatner 

balloons." Commons about balloons and safety reports have already been mane. however 
the SAF/AAZ research efforts aiso focused on reviewing histoncai records involving 
balloons, since, among other reasons, that was what was officially claimed by the AAF to 
have been found and recovered in 1947. 

As eariy as February 28, 1994, the aAZD research team found references to balloon tests 
taking piace at Alamogordo AAF (now Holloman AFB) and White Sands during June and 
July 1947s t e sting “constant level balloons’ and a New York University (NYUyWatson 
y effint that used “... meteorological devices ... suspected for d etecting shock waves 
generated by Soviet nuciear explosions” -a possible indicanon of a cover story associated 
with the NYU balloon project. Subsequently, a 1946 KQ AMC mexnoianoum w* s 
sumced. describing the constant altitude balloon project and speeded that the soennne 
data be ciassmed TOP SECRET Priority 1 A. Its name was Project Mogul (Atch 19). 
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Protect Mogul was a vSoenw ana 

ihe siaie of Soviet mia sa r weaoons researc n. Soviets aeveioomz a 

wes00 tuzea axonnc oevtce. Because tne soviet umuu gmabiiitv. Long 

Government sougm to oeveion a tong range posed to General Spaatz m 

range, balloon-oorne. low trenueney acousuc Detection (amjospneric 

1945 bv Dr. Maurice Ewing of Columbia Uravexsiry as P 1000) 

duchng^w frequency pressure waves had been suinied as eany as 1900). 

As pa „ of die researcn into this maner. AAZC 

ongmai snmy papers and reports ot the N ^ Y ^^^S^siiil living. TTiese 
revealed that some of the moiviouais involved m Prote ct M g m Dr Atheism, 

r evraico u^ rnrmmt ajdmde balloon Director of Reseats* ui r^un™ 

Officer. Colonel Albert C. Trakowsid . 

.All of these oersons were sunsenuemiv ,men ^^^^ ? ^^^.^ < Adiuonauv. 
-.nor acuvittes. A copy or theses statements ^ ^quaca (eauiomem 

tnnscnro of the interview vmn Moore arm Traic™^ These interviews ccnhnnea 

malfunctioned durmg the interview or Sodhaus, w 

SorJble for oeveiotnng constant level balloons ana vos 

project mamame 0 f “undassined meteorological or balloon researcn. New. 

.inf amrtflfflff medai or ciara s 


Vewiv 

ronnimrattoni oi neooreoe biiloonK devdopmcrn oi balloon ,he WMSon Lab 

Ajch'-iey automatic ballast systems; ana use of Naval smoouoys las the „ 

^snod sensors had not yet arrived). TT,ey also iau ^^ i ^ f ^dte published 

to Prorenot Moore, tbs Servics fligtas" «=* c o tT ^ e o ‘^ 1 ^' 
acknowledged. The NYU balloon flights were listen seauetmadv m then repo 
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Aj. i,f .6.7,8.10 ...) yet gap* ex is ted to r Flights 2^ ana night s. Tne mwviewwm, 
Professor Moore mdicatea that tnese gaps were the umoggea “savice signts. 

Professor Moore, fee onscene Protea Engineer, gave 
teams eSbns. He tecaiied fear raaartargos were 

riirf nnt nave ail fee necessary equipment wnen they ms amvea in New Me» ^ ca m 
the esriv devetopmemai nfear targets were manafecmrec fay a toy or noveiry congany: 
These rargea were mane up of aluminum “foil" or fefi-baciaa paper, oaia w ^ ame- 
feai werecoated in an “Elmer s-type” glue to 

remfeTnng tape, singie strand ana braided avion twine, brass eyerem ana swweis to torei a 
rnfen-faced refieaor somewiiar smniar in consaoafea to e box tote (see pnotograpm, 

Arch 26). Some of these targets were aiso assembled with purpiisb-piiuc tape wnn 


Arm .Z.D I. jgoic ui uw* — 

symbols on it (see drawing by Moore wife Alch 21). 


Acccming to fee log summary (Atch 27) of fee NYU group. Flight A through Right? 
(November 20. 1946-Julv 2. 1947) were made wttn neoprene »° «eoro |0 P ™ bai io °°* , ia * 
oooosed to fee later feifett mane wife polyethylene balloons). Professor Moore stated. 
tha tne neoorene oalloons were susceotfeie to oegraaanon m fee anagm. ntmmg tram a 
miikv wnite to a dark brown. He descnbed finding remains ot balloon trams wttn 
reflectors and payioads feat had landed in fee oeaen: fee ruptarea ana shreoaed neoprene 

would “almost took like dark gray or black flakes or ashes aner exposure to fee sun tm 

odyafewoavs. The ptasnozers ana annoxidants m fee neoprene ^woiudetmapeofear 
amd odor and fee balloon material and radar target maienai would bescanereaa fler 
remnant to earth depending on the surfece winds.” Upon review o r the lo cal new apepg 
photog^pbs from General Ramey s pres, conference in 1947 ana descnmtons m poputo 
books by individuals who supposedly handled the debris recovered on tne ranau * r 
Moore opined that the maienai was most likely the shredded remans® a nnmwjeo^ne 
balloon train wife muitipie radar reflectors. The material ana a blade box. desaio i^r 
CavitL was. m Moore s saexxtmc opmian. most probably tan Eight 4. a service inapt 
:hat deluded a cylindrical meiai sonoouoy and ooroons of a wearner instrument nousea in 
a box! whicb was »niike typical wearner raoiosonoes which were mane of caroDoara. 
Additionaiiv, a copy of a professional journal manname d at the tune by Ai>. Crary, 
provided to the Air Force oy nis widow, showed that Flight 4 was iaumnea on June , 
1947. but was not recovered by the NYU group. It b very probable that tins TOP 
SECRET prejea balloon tram ("Flight 4). made up of unclassified components; came to 
rest some mEes northwest of Roswell NM. became shredded in fee suruce winds and was 
uinmaieiv found bv fee rancher. Bia2el ten days latex. This possaflny was suypattcd b7 
fee observations of Lt Col Cavnt (Atch 17-18), fee only living eyewnness m fee a craai 
debris field and the material found. Lt Col Cavitt descnbed a small area of debris wracn 
appeared, “to resemble bamboo type square sucks one quarter to one haif men **««*•. 
were very tight, as wed as some son of metallic reflecting material that was ado vog 8“ 

..I remember recognizing this material as being consistent with a weather oaiioon. 

Concerning the inhiai announcement. “RAAF Captures Flying Disc.” Rsnreh failed to 
locate any documemed evidence as to why that statement was mane. However, on ruiy 
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10 1947. following the Ramev press commence. ine 

amae wirn ohaiognmns deuiuiisiranng mam ***« 

as the NYU group opemeo irom at Alamogoroo A ^—™*** the area. He sated “ Tf 
rhu yneg his. was the omv oaiioon test group m tnc 

surprise ax seemguua :u rrnrv to nrotea our wane with 

appears that there was some type ot umnreia cover sotyto pra w 

MoauL" Although the Air Force ma notnna have aone so 

Sheeted to espouse a weather 

because he was either aware ot Protect Mogul ana was ny^ t^nrarim nonr 

here aahvpenxtvedtlmm^tobeaw«^a^on^^^^^^^ to 

as anything JJ^^Lped 

special) and the recoverea debris ttsetf was tinoassmeo. ’ wouidb e«Bi 

its imereat in the marter as quickly as they haajumpea onn - i ^““’,, 
p 3 mcuiar reason to further document what quickly became a non 

Trakowsa provtoeo soeanc officer for the 

Luna the end of World War n were tabneaxeo bv toy 

mimn^h-Dink woe with flower ana heart syinoois on it. Traho . - 

ennversahon that he had with his menu. ana supenor military officer in ms 

1941. 

position on Mogul, but had subsequently been transrerreo ttWnghi ^ 

” rolonei Duffy c ailed me on the teienhone uum Wnghr Held ana gav* _ 
a fiSSSw S^come in from New Mexico, woke him up in the nnadtaor the 

meh tiaaa with a handfill of debris, and wanted him. Colonei Duffy, to idemny 

^SmSS. n. of 44 aaffyouve o« 

‘'?*X3tad fc«d I said ‘ves. I think it is.’ Certamiy Colonei Duffy knew enough 
Lut taoar targets, radicsonaes. oalloon-oome weatner oevices. He was ultimately 
.'-miiiar with all that apparatus. ’ 

Aaanp* were made to locate Colonei Duff/ but it was 

—Lnhunea that, althougn he had amassed a large amount of personal pa,wsreianng 

tc his Air Force activities, she had recently disposed of ^ ^ of 

i mA th«t a P Crarv was deceased! however his surviving spouse . _ 

papers ffom his balloon testing days, including his 
in question. She provided the Air Force researeners wun this 

detail within Atch 32. Overall. it helps nil in gaps of the Mogul story. 

Dunns the oenod the Air Force conducted this research. it was 

Shad also discovered the po^tythmthe“RoswedIn«W 
genemed bv the recovery of a Project Mogul balloon aevice. ^ c “"‘ 

!”or Charles B. Moore. Robert Todd, and comaaemally, Karl PBooc . » n s ™ ™° r 
Mro^^Sed to a staffer who works for Congressman Schiff Some ot these persons 
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provided suggcmma as to wnere aoaiaen m rogiii be l 0C ^Q I ^ r ^^^ uea 
hiannes ana libraries. A review or Frccoom oi Inmnmnon AC MIA) reuupo 
SS^To^pOTCuiaiiv, had become aware of Project Mogul several yean ago ann 

Air Force, tbrougn the FOI/L 

pOTaningto in iong before the AAZD researchers mdepennentiy seaea on the same 
possibiiicy. 

Most ime resringi y, as ibis report was being written, Pflocic F™ ** 1 ”* ^ 

tto^^»^^»tbe ausoices of FUFOR. emaied “Rosweii in Perspective (19^. 

Pflocic concluded from nis researen that the Bmet Rama deons ongmaiiv reponea 
“thing disc” was probably debris ran a Mogul balloon: however, there was a ^ 

anniitancous incxdcg that occMTcri not tar away, thracmscoara ^ FonTT rr « w,dM 

that the AAFsubseouenttvrecoverea three anen oouies Ufa a^uin. , 

not locate any information to corroborate that this inaudible comooence occurred, 
however. 

In oroerto orov.de a more oeaiied discussion of the soeancs of] 

it aooeareo to be direoiv resootmbie for the “Roswed Inoaent. a SAF ^^ ) r “^ rcaer 
prepared a more cetaiied discussion on me balloon orotect wracn is aopenaeo to mis 

repon as Atcfa 32. 

tatS^Stto develop additional inibnnanon that could heio room this 

number of other steos were taken. First, assistance was requested fiom 

and other atdnves tAich 28) to obtain mmnnanon and/or «afflPi^ f the^amiaib 

and radar tatgera used in connection with Projea Mogul andto correlate tfa 

venous descrintions.of wreckage and materials recovered, ^e bhiepnnts it^ the Pto 
Balloon Target ML307C/AP Assembly” (genetically, theranartargexassemoiv) w« 
located at the Annv Siiznai Corps Museum at Fon Monmouth ana obtameo. i v copy b 
aopmnea as Aten 23. This biuepnm orovides the soeemcancr. tor me ton ntater at tap e, 
wofxi. eyeett. and string used and the assembly instructions thereto. An 
was aiso obtained fcr study with the insuran ce of Professor Moore. (The e»«Pj e 
acmalhr procured was a 1953-manuraourea model “C" as eomparea to the Model B 
which was in use in 1947. Professor Moore related the differences were tranm h An 
atauaaBa of this device revealed it to be simply made ot aiummum-roiorM tod-dice 
material over a stronger paper-like material, attached to balsa wood soda, afceo wnh 
tape, giue. and twine. When opened, the device appears as depicted in Amn • 
Z^orary photo) and Atch 2S (1947 photo, in a “balloon tram”). VW«to«to^ 
device is in a senes of triangles, the largest being four feet by two tea ten mcto- The 
amuiesttrangieseedon measures two fea by two fea ten inches. (Compsrewnn 
descriptions provided by Lt Col Cavrit and others, as well as photos ot wrtexage;. 

Additionally , the researchers obtained from the Archives of the University 
Aiiinnton tUTA). a set of original (i.e. first generation) prints ot the pnotograpns taken 
tha Fort Worth St ar-Teleeram. that depicted Ramey and Marcel witn the 
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iiteraaire area above. western 

with tbs '‘reef UFO wreoageana tne same wreckage 

balloon wreckage sunstmnea tor a. a ramnanson ^ QKaa ca tta tnis material 

aroeaira in xhe prunes of Marcex ana Ranay. P . t ~, M miiimr~ :,J ‘~ aa ~‘~ 

was wing on what anpearra to oe some sort “*?S£mthe ^o photos of Ramey 
cccsna of crew chief Potter, aaovei. It was nothins couiri be seat. 

nehaaatneeeofpapermhisnana. fc ^“T^ 0 ^aper. Inananemotto 

the seaJBa * anv rurther hght on iocaang oocmnema rearing 

reao this text to oemnnme a it coma «»=. onaan anon for mgnmng ana 

to this maner. the pnotoww son to a « Thw nnnooiion waaaisoasxeato 

subsequent nnoto tnteroretaaon ana anaiyro. w |or “hieromypnics. 

the dighken photos tor some of the penons 

aenenainn on the pomtot view i that _ -phis onamzanon resorted 

r^veathewrecoaepnor to ,t ?™“^^ w -^eatouahtvto 

on July 20. 1994 Tnis orgamzanon was aoie to ootam 

visualize eruier oi the oetaus ^ ^rffrarngi ov an 

measurements tram me '‘shoes vmd* in me aeons att=r ^ rneresuiu of this 

••nrerview of the onpmm^p^-^^n ^ * e pnoto ^ which 

amMs „ao in a* ma «”> I«™«* ' ta= “ i 

CONCLUSION 

- .. ir rn did not locate or deveioo anv mmmemon tnat the “Roswe.i 

** roree Q lfic5ai aithougn they oo not aireoty 

'ndnes was-a uFO event. . ... . wremcaoe recaverea 

iadress Rosweii perse, moicatetnatmemoau^. ntraias . ^ttaugn tnat 

mom tne Bmae: Rancn was trom one or the nmciUOn funa to 

oroiect was f OP SECRET at the * KL an event suen as that 

inornate an ofiebu pre-p.anneo of *, wreckage as oemg part 

which uuuzmety happeneo. . -♦ *h B n pf was oases on the 

fact tnat tneie was no pnysicai biEerrnttm jSSbaiioons and normal weather 

balloons. Additionally. 11 ^ had been rearweo wnen. at that 

a coupie of weecs. 
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:»». — - - =— • - ft — — 

jvbii. Ths cairn mat tney aid so witnout tesvm? even a uiui 
: r3X i for 47 years is mcrcoibie. 

wreaazs wm* man a Proper Mogul o .. • means casnct even saxee- 

Secocniv, ths oro-UFO grouos wno espouse ^ nt wac sunposeaiv 

i«»nMiiL howmaxxv t ana wnere.suca homes were suopo 

amonztnsnsermasto wnatno^ . — n—Lsnown to be hoaxes, even uy 

recoverra. A d rimma ii y , some oi m** jhw axe onea innnutea to 

other UFO resesjcaeis. Ttoniy, wnen aica cams ^ mam. . Krjv , ngnM 

of the eo v err me nt dunna me iast 47 vearsi. _ “Rosweii Indosnr." While 

aeensea--i-* “tsr' 

penmest aeans ana evtaence to SUOT °^ ana provided their names ana mane 

i iTTi v nersons wno nave come torwaru ana provraca 

claims. may nave, in gooa faith but m the 

review of Air Force reearas did not locale ^ C3Vcr ^. 

Air Force h 3 S had any pan in an "alien boay reccvay opaanon or commuin. 

resuonaed to thesr various auer.es ana reauests tor sssaaiax. nH j by 

•tort to neip fcrmmaie me forma: resort os jSlS^Sl. 

cacumcni serve as the nnai Air rorce reson reatMto tneKoswea om= 

or anv otner tnauines. 

!■ ^ i 

Kl r?* *1 i /T^ ■ I rlCi * ' - — 1 '■ 

IOCHARD lTweaver. col. usaf 

DIRECTOR- SECURITY Ai® SPECIAL 

program oversight 


Post Arricie. “GAO Turns to Alien tun in New Prone. 

Januarv 14, 1994 

GAO Memo. February if. 1994 
7 DoD/IG Memo. February 23. 1994 
1 SAF/FM Memo. Februarv 24. 1994. w/indorsemem 



5. SAF/AAMemo. Marcn 1. 1994. w/ Marcn 16. 1994 Add mtmm 

6 . AF/IN Memo. Marcn 14. 1994 

7. AF/SE Memo. March 14, 1994 

8. SAF/AQLMemo. Marcn 22. 1994 

9. AF/XOWP Memo. Marcn 9, 1994 

10. SAF/AAI Memo. Marcn 10. 1994 

11. AFHRA/CC Memo. March 8. 1994 

12. AFOSI/HO Memo. May 11. 1994 

13. t of Locations and Records Searched 

14. HQ AAF “Issuance of Orders.” June i, 1947 _ 

15. » Appointment Book ana Diary, July 7-9. I 

16. July 9, UITThotm ofBalloon a/r ^ r,,T “ l Ft Wnnh Star Telg^taai 

17. Sworn Statement of Cavitt. May 24. 1994 

18. Transoipt of Cavitt interview. May 24, 1994 

19. 1 ftrer, July 8, 1946, Project Mogui 

20. Sinned Sworn Statement of Spilhaus. June 3. 1994 

21. si trmfi Sworn Statement of Moore. June 8, 1994 

22. Signea Sworn Statement of Traicowsw. June 29. 1994 

23. Transaipt of Interview with Moore. June 8. 1994 

34* Transcript of Interview with Trakowsid. June 29. 1994 
.25. Illustration of Project Mogul ‘‘Balloon Trains’ 

26. Two Photos of Project Mogul “Balloon Trains ’ 

27. Log Summary, NYU Constant Levei Balloon Flights 

28. List of Museums Contacted 

29. Copy of Blueprint for “Pilot Balloon Target, ML-307C/AP Assemoiv 

30. Signed Swcm Statement ofNewton. July 21. 1994 

3 1 Photos of ML-307C/AP Device. With Vintage Neoprene Balloon and Debits 
32. Synopsis of Balloon Research Findings by 1LT James McAndrew 
T -Mensuranon Working Paper.” With Drawing and Photo 
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mT ‘tHFY MAD SFFN STRANGF OBJECTS IN THF ^KY. SOMF PFPOPTFn 
i KIND OF RTRn-LTKF ORjrCT V KIL F OTHERS PFPORTFIW « r ^CnPTFP 
U'.TTM A t TGHT OK. THFRF UFRF NO HELICOP TEPS AIORORNE AT THAT 

rT ”^ ' 1 AFTFR. Hr TOLD ThF r IT I7FN TT UtA ONLY 

STAR*; ANIY HAD TALK FO TO KpHRA'Un TOWFR HF rFCTDFD TO LOOK FOR 
HTH ^ PL r. HF NOTTCFn AN ORJFCT IN THF KKY KTKILAR TO A KT AR 
RIKT.FR At:n HRTOHTFR- HF OFCTOFn TO KCPAHRLF AN F— A FROM 
SHAWPOXRI AFB TO TNVFSTTGATF. 

R. AT *m ?n HRS ON THF 1STH THF F-* TOOK OFF -AND PROCEEDED 
TO A POINCT ABOUT 4D NM NORTH OF TEHRAN. OIF TO ITS- BRILLIANCE 
T*HF* OR JF CT UAS FASTLY VISIBLE FROM 70 HTLFS AVAY. ■ ___ 

AS THF F-4 APPROACHED A RANGF OF. 25 NK HF LOST. ALL T KSTRUHFNTA TTO N 
AND COMMUNICATIONS IUWF AND INTERCOM!. HF BPOKF OFF THF 

-j mt frcfpt ano HFAnm back to sHawrokhi. uhfk the turned 

; a-UAY FROM THF nRJFCT AND A D P ARF NIL Y WAS NO LONGER A THRFAT 
iTO IT THF ATP CRAFT REGAINED ALL .INSTRUMENTATION ANO COH- 
KUNTCATIOHSl AT.;ni *n HRS a SECO ND F— A WAS 1 AUNCHEO. THE 
BACMSFATFR ACOlJTRFn A RADAR LOCK ON AT 27 NH • 12 0*CLOC* 
h t-h POSITION UTTH THE VC IRATE OF CLOSURE) AT 150 NMPH. 

;A HF PANGF OFCPFASEn TO 75 n« thf object moved away at. a 
sp, that uas visible on the RADAR SCOPE and - STAYED At 25 NH . 

•C- THF ST7E' or THF RADAR RETURN UAS COMPARABLE TO THAT OF 
A 7n7 TANKFR. THF ‘VISUAL ST7F OF THF OBJFCT UAS DIFFICULT 
TO r DTS CFRN BFCAtlSF OF ITS TNTFNSE -BRILLIANCE. THE 
LIGHT THAT *TT GAVF OFF UAS' THAT OF FLASHING* STROBE LIGHTS 
ARRANGED IN A RFCTANGtlLAR PATTFRN AND ALTERNATING BLUE* GRF CU- 
RED ANn ORANGE IN COLOR. ’THE SEOUENCE OE.TKF LIGHTS -WAS SO 
THAT ALL THF COLORS COULD BE SEEN AT OMCF. THF OBJFCT 
AND* THF PURSUING F— 4 CONTINUED ON* A COURSE TO THE SOUTH OF 
TFHRAN.UHFN* .ANOTHER BRIGHTLY LIGHTED OBJFCT* FSTIHATED TO RE 
ONF half TO ONE THIRD THE APPARENT SI7E OF THE MOON* CAME 
OUT OF THF ORIGINAL OBJFCT. THIS- SECOND OBJECT HEADED STRAIGHT 
TOUARn THE F— 4 AT A VERY FAST PATE OF SPEED. THE PILOT 
ATTEMPTED TO FIRE AN AIM-9 MISSILE ATiTHF OBJECT BUT’ AT • THAT. 
INSTANT HTS WFAPONS CONTROL - PAN EL UE NT OFF AND HE LOST ALL 
COMMUNICATIONS CUHF.ANO INTERPHONE!.' AT THIS POINT THE* PILOT 
T-NT TI ATFD A TURN AND NFGATIVF G DIVE TO GET AWAY. AS HF 
TURNED THF 0BJFA7 FELL IN TRAIL -AT UHAT APPEARED TO BE ABOUT 
3_u NH. AS HE .CONTINIIFO IN. HTS TURN AWAY- FROM THE PRIMARY 
OBJFCT THF SECOND OBJECT U FN T :T 0 THF INSIDE OF HIS-TURN THEN 
R FT URN FD tO THF PRIMARY OBJFCT FOR A PERFECT RFJOIN. ^ ^ 

SHORTLY AFTER thf SECOND ORJECT JOTNFn UP WITH THF 
p k ARY OBJECT ANOTHER OBJFCT APPEARED TO COME OUT OF THF 
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OTHFR STDF OF THF PP TM ARY OBJECT ROT KG STRAIGHT OOUK.AT A 
CS r iT R 4 TC <OF SPFFn. THF E-4 CRFV HAO RFGATNEn QOMMUNTC-TTO 
W n THF UFA«>ONS CONTROL PA NF L A NO UATCHEO THF OBJECT APPROACH 
THF GROUND ANTICIPATING A L A RGF EXPLOSION. T HIS ORJFCT APP r. 

TO CflKF TO REST GFNTI.T ON THF EARTH AMO CAST A VERT BRIGHT 
LIGHT, OVER AN ABFA OF AR0I1T 7-3 KILOMETERS. 

THF CRFU /lFSCFNOEn FROH THET R ALT ITU OF OF 2CK TO. 15* tM 
C ON T I N l IF n TO OBSFRVF ANTI K ARK -THF ; OB JE CT»S P OSITION- THF _ 

H AO SOME TTTFFI COLT T IN ADJUSTING THF IR NIGHT VISIRILIT • 

FtCniNG SO AFTER ORBITING HFHR ARAD A FEU TIKES THEY '-VENT OUT 

FOR A STR AIGHT IN L ANDING. THERF UAS A L0T " F , ,d TM r 

^THF HHF AW O FAC« TIHF THFY PASSFO THPOUFW A HAG. RFAPIfK 

ofgrff from fhrarao they. lost thetr communications iuhf 

AND IISTERPHONFJ ANn THE INS FLUCTUATED FROK 30 DEGREES - 50 DEGREES. 
THE ONF CTVTL AIRLTNER THAT UAS .APPROACHING NF.HRARAD OIPINGTHIS 
SAME TI-KF EXPFPtENCFD COHKON ICA TI ONS FAILURE IN .THF SAME 
VICINITY <KTL<1 7IILUJ BUT DTD NOT REPORT SEFTNG ANYTHING. 

UHTtE THE hIa UAS ON A LONG .FINAL APPROACH T VS- CRFV NOTTCFD 
ANOTHER CYLINDER SHAPED OBJFCT fARDHT THF SITE OF A T-BIRO - 

f — ’ VPK) UTTH RR-TGHT STFADT LIGHTS ON EACH FNO AND A FLASHER ; 

•HE MTnnr.F. WHEN OUFRIED THE TOWER ST AT FD THERE UAS NO - 

• O-IHFR KNOWN TRAFFIC IN THF AREA -• DURING THE TIME THAT THE 
OR^kCT PASSED OVER THE F— 4 THE TOWER Din NOT HAVE A . VISUAL' ' . ' 

ON TT RUT PTCXFD IT UP AFTER THE PILOT TOLD THEN TO LOOK 
RTTCFF-N T-MJT » 01TWTA TN S AWO THF PFFTNFPY. ' 

C ntiafRK -DAYLIGHT THE F-o CRFV UAS TAKEN OUT TO THE 
are! IN a HFtJTCOPTFR WHERE THE OBJECT APPARENTLY. HAtT LANDED 
NOTHING- UAS NOT.ICFD.AT T«E SPOT .UHFRF .THEY T HOUGHT T-Ht OBJECT 
L ANOFD f-A DRY LAKE BED > BUT AS THEY CIRCLE D OFF TO- THE 
WEST OF THF AREA THEY PICKED UP A VFRY NOTTCEARLE BEEPER 
SIGNAL- A'T 'THE POINT UHERE THE RETURN -WAS THE LOUDFST'UAS 
A* SKA! L HOUSE- WITH A GARDEN. THEY LANOFD AND ASKED THE p EOPt-F 
VITHTN IF THF Y HAD NflTICEO ANYTHING STRANGFLAST NIGHT. .THE . 

PiFOPLE TAIJKFD ABOUT A LOUD N.OISE AND A VERY BRIGHT LIGHT 
LIKE LIGHTENING. THE’ AIRCRAFT ;AND AREA UHFRF. THE ORJFCT IS- 
BELUEVED VO -HA^ landed ARF BEING CHFCKFD for :P OSSIRLE RADIATION. . 


j MORE INFORMATION UILL BE 

FopuARnriT u hen it becomes avail ablf_. 

Mnrc;?nnr. h. * 
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NASA 

Material Aeronautics and 
£ace Admretraton 

Prepared by: 

LFF-3/Public Services Branch 
Office of External Relations 
NASA Headquarters 
Washington, DC 20546 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

The information contained here has been compiled to respond 
to queries on Unidentified Flying Objects directed to the White 
House as well as NASA. 

NASA is the focal point for answering public inquiries to 
the White House relating to UFOs. NASA is not engaged in a re- 
search program involving these phenomena, nor is any other govern- 
ment agency . 


INFORMATION SHEET 
Number 78-1 


BACKGROUND 

In July of 1977, Dr. Frank Press, Director of Science and 
Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President, wrote to 
Dr. Robert A. Frosch, the NASA Administrator, suggesting NASA 
should answer all UFO-related mail and also to consider whether 
NASA should conduct an active research program on UFOs. In a 
letter dated December 21, 1977, Dr. Frosch agreed that NASA will 
continue to respond to UFO-related mail as it has in the past 
and, if a new element of hard evidence that UFOs exist is brought 
to NASA's attention from a credible source, NASA will analyze the 
anexplained organic or inorganic sample and report its findings. 
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As a result of these investigations and studies, and ex- 
perience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 
conclusions of the Air Force were: CD no UFO reported, investi- 

gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 
indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has 
been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force 
that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent 
technological developments or principles beyond the range of 
present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no 
evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 
are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and controlling the program for investi- 
gating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation has been permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives 
and Records Service, 8th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20408, and is available for public review and 
analysis. Those wishing to review this material may obtain a 
researcher's permit from the National Archives and Record 


Service . 


2 


Quoting from Dr. Frosch's December 21 letter: "...If some 

new element of hard evidence is brought to our attention in the 
future, it would be entirely appropriate for a NASA laboratory to 
analyze and report upon an otherwise unexplained organic or 
inorganic sample; we stand ready to respond to any bona fide 
physical evidence from credible sources. We intend to leave the 
door clearly open for such a possibility. 

"We have given considerable thought to the question of what 
else the -United States might and should do in the area of UFO 
research. There is an absence of tangible or physical evidence 
available for thorough laboratory analysis. And, because of 
the absence of such evidence, we have not been able to devise a 
sound scientific procedure for investigating these phenomena. 

To proceed on a research task without a sound disciplinary 
framework and an exploratory technique in mind would be wasteful 
and probably unproductive. 

"I do not feel that we could mount a research effort with- 
out a better starting point than we have been able to identify 
thus far. I would therefore propose that NASA take no steps to 
establish research in this area or to convene a symposium on 
this subject. 
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Also available: 

Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects, Condon 
Report study conducted by the University of Colorado under con- 
tract F44620-76-C-0035 . Three volumes, l,465p. 68 plates. Photo- 
duplicated hard copies of the official report may be ordered for 
$6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 680:975, AD 680:976, 
and AD 680:977, from the National Technical Information Service, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, VA 22151. 

Review of University of Colorado Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel of the National 
Academy of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. 
Photoduplicated hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541 
from the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Springfield, VA 22151. 


NASA is aware of the many tTFO reports made in recent years. 
However, the majority of inquiries to NASA concerning UFO sight- 
ings address themselves to the reported sightings by astronauts 
during Earth orbital and lunar missions and the report by 
President Carter while serving as Governor of Georgia. 


ME SCIENCE CONFUC 


UFO UPDATE 


By James Oberg 


F riction between science and fly* 
ing saucers has generated a bliz- 
zard of sparks over the years. 

The sides are well defined: Establishment 
scientists traditionally dismiss UFO data 
as fanciful fiction, while UFO enthusiasts 
portray themselves as outcast Galileos, 
prophets of a new scientific revolution. 

Advocates of Unidentified Rying Ob- 
jects insist that they are onto some extraor- 
dinary phenomenon unaccountable by 
contemporary science. The favorite theory 
involves alien spacecraft, but growing 
splinter groups promote various psychic, 
interdimensional, cross-temporal, con- 
spiratorial, or even more bizarre hy- 
potheses. Whatever it is, UFO enthusiasts 
assert, the confirmation of extraterrestrial 
ngs could be a key to the next great 
akthrough in human knowledge, 
rew could argue such a premise. 

Early in 1977, the wire services reported 
that astronomers now favor scientific stud- 
ies of UFOs. According to The New York 
Times, “unidentified flying objects should 
be investigated further, a majority of 
trained astronomical observers said in a 
survey disclosed recently." 

Closer analysis showed that the private 
pro-UFO survey actually meant that only 
one-quarter of those polled responded 
that UFOs “certainly" or “probably" de- 
served study, with a few more agreeing 


that they "possibly" deserved study. More 
to the point, only one-quaner of 1 percent 
of the astronomers thought that UFOs 
were important enough to warrant their 
personal attention. 

But the poll did nevertheless seem to 
bestow some measure of scientific re- 
spectability to this topic, previously ranked 
among the lunatic fringe. The poll was 
symptomatic of the changing image of 
UFOs, and the new status of UFO re- 
searchers. 

After three decades of exuberant if ama- 
teurish fieldwork, furious propagandizing, 
and aimless theonzing, a number of UFO 
groups have finally begun to play the 
game using rules of science. Accepting 
the burden ot proof, they have mounted an 
impressive scientific program designed to 
demonstrate, finally, that UFOs exist. 

On a dark hillside In Texas, white- 
uniformed men monitor a battery of instru- 
ments, hoping to catch and record the 
subtle physical effects alleged to accom- 
pany UFO visitations. In photographic 
laboratories across the country, data pro- 
cessing specialists analyze computerized 
images of alleged UFO photographs, 
seeking evidence of forgery and potential 
proof of authenticity. A computerized data 
base in Chicago prints out pattern analy- 
ses of UFO sightings, seeking a signal 
behind the noise of thousands of annual 


reports. Pieces of metal picked up near 
alleged landing.sites undergo spectro- 
scopic examination in well-equipped 
laboratories. 

These are the techniques of science, 
applied to a subject long regarded as be- 
yond the fringes of science. But these are 
the techniques that will produce proof, if 
proof is possible. 

Standards ^re.now tighter and the 
experience of UFO investigators greater, 
so that many “unknowns" have dimin- 
ished. More and more cases have been 
solved, but always a fraction remain un- 
solved, unexplained, unidentified. This 
residue of unknowns is the basis for UFO 
enthusiasts' hope. Skeptics disagree, 
saying that inherent limitations in human 
perception, memory, and knowledge will 
always introduce a small artificial residue 
of unknowns. 

So what kind of data will stand up to sci- 
entific standards, not as a leftover residue 
of mysteries but as a definitive list of re- 
corded events? 

Laying aside the possibilities that alien 
ambassadors will land at the White House 
or that the fabled “secret captured flying 
saucer" will ever be rescued from alleged 
governmental oblivion, hard evidence for 
the reality and respectability of UFOs must 
come from laboratories now engaged in 
scientific research. 

The “Project Starlight International’ 
team, privately but generously funded by 
some Texas millionaires, has assembled 
an array of instruments that could produce 
incontrovertible evidence. They have cam- 
eras. radar, spectrometers, magnetome- 
ters, radiation sensors, gravitometers. and 
a small laser beam to communicate with 
extraterrestrials should they happen by. 

The Starlight UFO trap has now been in 
full operation for nearly three years. New 
equipment continues to be added, includ- 
ing a radar set and computerized alert 
system that automatically telephones vol- 
unteer skywatchers in the vicinity of a 
computed UFO position. The system 
works well in drills — but nothing substan- 
tive has resulted. 

The most exciting recent events have 
dealt with a fierce wood tick infestation on 



Spectacular glowing UFO was photographed from a Concorde during 1973 solar eclipse. 
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"I wish in no way to indicate that NASA has come to any 
conclusion about these phenomena as such; institutionally, we 
retain an open mind, a keen sense of scientific curiosity and a 
willingness to analyze technical problems within our competence." 


Reports of unidentified objects entering United States air 
space are of interest to the military as a regular part of 
defense surveillance. Beyond that, the U.S. Air Force no longer 
investigates reports of UFO sightings. 

This was not always the case. On December 17, 1969, the 
Secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of Project 
Blue Book, the Air Force program for UFO investigation started 
in 1947. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations, the USAF 
said,- was based on: (1) an evaluation of a report (often called 

the Condon Report) prepared by the University of Colorado and 
entitled "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" (2) 
a review of the University of Colorado report by the National 
Academy of Sciences; (3) past UFO studies; and (4) Air Force 
experience investigating UFO reports for two decades. 
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During several space missions NASA astronauts reported 
phenomena not immediately explainable. However, in every 
instance NASA satisfied itself that what had been observed was 
nothing which could be termed abnormal in the space environment. 
The air-to-ground tapes of all manned missions are available 
at the Johnson Space Center, Houston, for review by the serious 
researcher . 


On- October 12 , 1973, while serving as Governor of Georgia, 
Mr. Carter responded to inquiries from the National Investiga- 
tions Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) saying that he had 
seen a bright, moving object in the sky over Leary, Georgia, in 
October of 1969. He said the object was visible for 10 to 12 
\inutes and, at one point, shone as brightly as the Moon. The 
regional NICAP representative investigated the sighting and 
reported there was no evidence to support anything beyond placing 
what Mr. Carter saw in NICAP 1 s "unidentified” category. However, 
it has been suggested by some students of aerial phenomena that 
Mr. Carter may have viewed the Planet Venus which, at certain 
times, may appear many times brighter than a star of the first- 
magnitude . 

Since NASA is not engaged in day-to-day UFO research, it 
does not review UFO-related articles intended for publication, 
evaluate UFO-type spacecraft drawings or accept accounts of 
UFO sightings or applications for employment in the field of 
•rial phenomena investigation. All such material will be 
returned with NASA’s thanks to the sender. 
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A number of universities and scientific organizations have 
considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. 
In addition, a number of private domestic and foreign groups 
continue to review UFO sighting reports actively. Some of these 
organizations are: 


(1) National Investigations Committee on 

Aerial Phenomena 
John L. Acuff, Director 
Suite 23 

3535 University Boulevard, West 
Kensington, MD 20795 
(301) 949-1267 

(2) The Committee for the Scientific Investigation 

of Claims of the Paranormal 
UFO Subcommittee 
Robert Sheaf fer, Chairman 
9805 McMillan Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(301) 589-8371 

(3) Aerial Phenomena Research Organization 
James and Coral Lorenzen, Directors 
3910 E. Kleindale Road 

Tucson, A2 85712 
(602) 793-1825 

(4) Mutual UFO Network 

Walter H. Andrus, Jr., Director 
103 Old Towne Road 
Seguin, TX 78155 
(512) 379-9216 

(5) The Center for UFO Studies 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director 
924 Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60202 

(312) 491-1780 


February 1, 1978 
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couic De exiremety valuable for the entire 
human race. It could be financially reward* 
mg for the owners of that proof. And it 
could spell financial ruin for one prominent 
UFO skeptic— unless, of course, he was 
*’ e delivering the proof. 

National Enquirer , a weekly tabloid 
r.. -paper with a circulation in the mil- 
lions. has a standing offer of $1 million for 
“positive proof. " The London-based whis- 
key bonier Cutty Sark. Ltd., recently un- 
veiled an even bigger prize of one million 
pounds Sterling, or about $1 .800,000 at 
the present exchange rate. 

Lesser awards also are available in the 
absence of positive proof. The Enquirer 
annually grants up to $1 0.000 to witnesses 
of a UFO incident judged "most scientifi- 
cally valuable" by an independent panel of 
UFO specialists (the ‘Blue-Ribbon Panel," 
see box). And Cutty Sark has announced 
plans to award £1000 to the best-written 
essay on the UFO problem. 

Moreover, a number of London betting 
houses have accepted various wagers on 
the imminent visitations of extraterrestrials. 
But the world's most famous "anti-UFO 
bet" has been set forth in the book UFOs 
Explained. 

Author Philip J. Klass. a senior editor of 
Aviation Week magazine and the nation s 
leading UFO skeptic, claims he has chal- 
lenged UFO believers ‘to put their money 
where their mouths are." Klass has offered 
to n ay $10,000 to anyone who agrees to 
if and when certain criteria are met 
shing that a true UFO visitation has 


occurred. Every year until tha: happens, 
the wagerer must pay Klass ire sum of 
SI 00 (up to a maximum of Si 000. after 
which payments cease but the bet re- 
mains in force). 

Less than a dozen UFO enthusiasts 
have signed up to date, usuaiiy on inside 
information that “ this year the government 
is going to announce UFO contacts. ..." 
Such predictions have appea r ed in print 
nearly every year for a quarter of a century, 
but people still seem to believe them. 

Klass has become a little richer because 
of them. 

Only one UFO buff has maintained his 
bet in force, apparently more for publicity 
than persuasion. Stanton Friedman makes 
a living off his lecture tours proclaiming the 
reality of UFOs, and he responded to 
Klass s needling by formally agreeing to 
the bet a few years ago. 

Additionally, Klass has offered to buy 
back all copies of his book UFOs Ex- 
plained if events prove his assertions in- 
correct. But pro-UFO scientist Robert Mc- 
Campbell has done Klass one better. He 
has offered to buy back copies of his book 
UFOIogy from anyone not satisfied with it, 
proof or no proof. 

Actually, Philip J. Klass already had 
been setting off multimegaton detonations 
among the ranks of UFO believers. Miffed 
when UFO experts in 1968 ridiculed a seri- 
ous (and still tenable) suggestion that 
many UFOs were actually ball lightning, 
the by nature combative aviation reporter 


threw mmself into serious investigations of 
what were regarded as the "best" classic 
UFO cases. He often dug up startling (and 
embarrassing) new evidence but has be- 
come a pariah in UFO circles (Hynek 
refuses to appear together with him, and 
Hynek's ‘UFO bibliography" handout 
pointedly ignores Klass's two books). 

With the death of astronomer Donald j 

Menzel in 1976. Klass has emerged as the 
nation's leading UFO skeptic. He spurns i 
the word " debunker, * with its connotations j 
of knee-jerk dismissals and unorthodox 
points of view. Instead. Klass attempts to 
investigate UFO cases more deeply than ; 
might other researchers who have sub- j 
conscious desire?.to actually find proof of 
extraterrestrial visitors. Concentrating only 
on the generally acclaimed ‘best cases." 

Klass often has exposed the superficiality 
of work done by pro-UFO experts. 1 

In 1977, he joined with other scientists 
and educators in forming the ‘Committee 
for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of [ 
the Paranormal," a group that has de- 
nounced easy acceptance by the public 
of allegedly baseless beliefs in astrology, 
the Bermuda Triangle. ESP. "ancient astro- 
nauts," and otherso-called modern myths. 

Klass heads a small but potent band of ; 

skeptical investigators called the UFO 
Subcommittee. At the very least, this 
group demands the tightening of stan- I 

Cards in so-called scientific UFOIogy. The \ 
level of carelessness of many pro-UFO ex- 
perts has markedly declined, so progress ! 
is being made. DQ 
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THESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING 


Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS), 1 909 Sherman Suite 207, 
Evanston, IL 60201. Self-styled pinnacle of UFO activities, this 
small group generally depends on other groups for data. Dr. 
Allen Hynek does the public appearances and fund raising, 
while researcher Allan Hendry carries out actual coordination 
and in-depth investigation. Two publications: CUFOS 
Quarterly Bulletin, $1 5/yr.; and international UFO Reporter, 
S12/yr. 

Aerial Phenomenon Research Organization (APRO), 3910 E. 
Kleindale. Tucson. A 2 85712. Among the longest surviving 
UFO groups (represented in 50 countries). APRO is held to- 
gether by the dedication of its cofounders Jim and Coral 
Lorenzen, who have recently led the group to specialize 
fc(critics say monopolize) in ‘UFO abduction cases." APRO 
Bulletin. $l0/yr. for 12 issues. 

National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (Nl- 
CAP), Suite 23. 3535 University Blvd., Kensington MD 20795. 
Another old group, unfortunately in a downhill slide following a 
decade of organizational in-fighting. NICAP Bulletin, $ 1 0/yr. 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON), 103 Oldtowne Road. Seguin, 
TX 78155. A vigorous, expanding group acting in concert with 
CUFOS. MUFON UFO Journal, $8/yr. 

Ground Saucer Watch (GSW). 13238 North 7th Drive. Phoenix. 
A Z 85029. Highly professional organization (membership by 
‘ation only), which applies vigorous scientific standards to 
■ investigations. Quarterly journal free with membership, 
uject Starlight International (PSI), PO Box 5310, Austin TX 
78763. Somewhat mysterious organization with the best array 


of gadgets yet assembled to measure UFOs — if only they 
could find one. Irregular bulletin sent in exchange for cash 
donations. 

Committee Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS), 191 E. 161st St.. 
Bronx NY 10451. New offshoot of GSW, this small group is us- 
ing Freedom of Information suits to extract allegedly secret 
hypothetical government ‘UFO files." Newsletter $10/yr. 

20th Century UFO Bureau. 756 Haddon Avenue, Col- 
lingswood. NJ 08108. This group, associated with Dr. Carl 
McIntyre's ‘20th Century Reformation Hour," believes that 
some UFOs are angels and signs of the imminent Second 
Coming. However, other UFOs are sent by Satan to confuse 
people lest they recognize the angels. 

UFO Subcommittee of the "Committee for the Scientific Inves- 
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal," 923 Kensington Avenue, 
Buffalo. NY 14215. The first formal organization of UFO skep- 
tics. who tackle the ‘best UFO cases* on record, often with 
spectacular success, much to the dismay of most UFO buffs. 
Reports of activities are included in the Committee publication 
The Skeptical Inquirer (formerly Zetetic). $12/yr. 

The National Enquirer's Blue Ribbon Panel of UFO experts 
(who review ‘best cases" for cash rewards). Two regular 
members (James Harder and Leo Sprinkle) are joined by a 
changing cadre of obscure ‘UFO experts." including this 
year's Willard Armstrong and John L. Warren. More respected 
UFOIogists have declined offers of membership. Send contest 
entries to UFO REWARD, National Enquirer. Lantana FL. 
33464. All entries will be evaluated. 
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Unexpl rt i neU 


Lights 



RAK/CC 

1 * E*»*Vy in the nionh.uj o / 27 Dec HU (approx ) mu tuly 030QL), two UbAF 
security police patrolmen inw unusual lights outside the back gate at 
•RAF Woodbridye. Thinking an aircraft might have crashed or been forced \- 
down, they called for permission to go outside the gate to 1nves.t:gota.- *' * 

The on-duty flight chief responded and allowed three patrclieen to. pro— 
ceed uii tuoL Hut individuals, reported suiting, a strange glowing object '• 
in the forest. The object was described as being metallic in appearance 
and triangular in shape,, approximately two to three meters across* the’ 
base- an(£ approximately two meters high. It il lumi rated, the? entire* forest 
with a white light. The object itself had a. pulsing red. light on- top and. 
a bank.(s )' of bl ue lights underneath. 1 he object was. hovering; or* on legs. 

As the* patrolmen approached the object, it maneuvered through the- trees 
and disappeared. At this time* the, animals on a nearby farm went into a. 
frenzy.. The object was briefly sighted approximately an< hour later ne«ir 
the back- gate*. '- : * 

2. The next day, three depressions 1 !/£** deep and 7" in diameter were** 
found where* the object had been sighUrd on the ground. The following v 

night (29 Dec 80) the area was checked tor* radiation, beta/ gamma readings ; 

of 0.1 mi 1 ) i roentgens were recorded with peak ri dings in the three* de- t 

pressions and near the center of the triangle lormed by the depress.! oirs.. ■ 

A nearby tree had moderate (.05-. 07 ) readings on the side of tiie tree \ 

toward the depressions. . \ 


3. Later in the night a red sun- like light was. >een th*ough the trees. 

It moved about and pulsed- At one point it appended tc throw off glowing 
particles and then bruke *.inlu five separate white objects and then dis.- 
appeared. Immedia te 1 y thereafter, three star-like -.rv.fcts were noticed 
in the sky, two objects to the north and one ft. ’»** south, all of which 
were about 10° ul f thu horizon. The objects movi.-i* <.uidly iu sharp auyulot 
movements and displayed red, green and blue lights Mie objects to the 
north appeared to be elliptical through an 8-12 power ’••.•■s. They then 
turned to full circles. The objects to the -north rertn *ned . in the sky fur 
an hour or more. The object to the south was visible for two or three- 
hours. arid beamed down a. stream of light f rom time to time. Numerous indivi- 
duals, including the undersh gned , witnessed the activities in-paragraphs 
2 and 3. 
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THw „0»NT STAFF 


N M C C 


THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. O.C. ~ 20301 - , ___ 

8 November 1975 
0600 EST 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject : Unidentified Sightings 


1. 0308 EST FONECON from NORAD Command Directors at 0253 EST 
Malms trom AFB Montana received seven radar cuts on the height- 
finde^radar at altitudes between 9,500’ and 15,500*. Simultaneously,; 

. ground witnesses observed lights in the sky and the sounds of }et 
engines similar to jet fighters. Cross-tell with FAA .revealed 
no jet aircraft within 100NM of the sightings. Radar tracked the. 
objects, over Lewistown, Montana at a speed of seven (7) knots. 

Two F-106 intercepters from the 24th NORAD Region were scrambled ; 

at 0254 EST and became airborne at 0257 EST. At the time of the 
initial voice report personnel at Malmstrom AFB and SAC sites r 

Kl, 'K3, L3 and L6 were \ reporting lights in the sky accompanied • . 

by jet engine' noise. 

2. 0344 EST FONECON, same source: ' j 

Objects could not be intercepted. Fighters had to maintain a 
minimum of 12/000* because of mountainous terrain. .Sightings 
had turned west, increased speed to 150 knots. Two tracks were 
apparent on height-finder radars 10-12 NM apart. SAC site K3 
reported sightings between 300’ and 1,000’ while siu§ L-4 reported 
sightinqs 5NM NW of their position. Sightings disappeared from 
radar at position 4650N/10920W at a tracked speed of three (3> 
knots. 

3. At 0440 EST, NMCC intiated contact with the NORAD Command 
Director who reported the following: 

0405 EST: Malmstrom receiving intermittent tracks on both 

search and height-finder radars. SAC site C-l, 10NM SE of 
Stanford, Montana, reported visual sightings of unknown objects. 

0420 EST: Personnel at 4 SAC sites reported observing inter- 

cepting F-106* s arrive in area; sighted objects turned off their 
lights upon arrival of interceptors, and back on upon their 
departure . 


0440 EST: SAC site C-l still had a visual sighting on objects. 

4. NORAD stated that Northern Lights will sometimes cause phenomena 
such as this on height-finder radars, but their check with weather 
services revealed no possibility of Northern Lights. , 

5. NMCC notified Washington FAA at 0445 EST of the incidents 
described above. They had not received any information prior to 
this time. 

6. 0522 EST FONECON with NORAD Command Director: At 0405 EST 

SAC Site L-5 observed one object accelerate and climb rapidly 
to a point in altitude where it became indistinguishable from 
the stars. NORAD will, carry this incident as a FADE remaining 
UNKNOWN at 0320 EST, since after that time only visual sightings * 
occurred. . . 


S ,G C 


WILMAN D. BARNES . 

! Brigadier General, USA 
Deputy Director for 
Opera tions , NMCC 


Copy to : 

DDO 

ADDO 

CCOC 

ALL AREA DESKS 
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AS OF 132200 EST NOV 75 


UFO ANALYSIS 

(U) In future UFO sightings, the V7EST HEM Desk Officer will initiate 
teleohone requests to the Senior Duty Of nicer at tne Air rorce 
Global Weather Central {AFGWC ) for a temperature inversion analysis 
in the vicinity of unusual sightings. The telephone^ response^by 
AFGWC will be followed with a priority message. (SOURCE: NMww 

MFR 132035 EST NOV 75) 



THE J3INT STAFF 


' N M C C 

THE NATIONAL*MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON*. D.C- 20301.. 

13 November 1975 
2035 EST 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 


Subject: Requests for Temperature Inversion Analysis 


1. LTC Schmidt, representing Air Force Global Weather Central ■ 
(AFGWC) , visited the NMCC at 131500 EST to discuss arrangements 
to implement the procurement of weather information desired 
by CJCS , which is the subject of DDO Environmental Services 
memo of 13 November 1975. The following agreements with LTC 
Schmidt were reached; 

a. The West Hem Desk Officer will act as the control 

- officer for temperature inversion analysis requests initia- 
ted by the NMCC. These requests will be made in conjunc- 
tion with sightings of unusual phenomenon along the northern 
US border. 

b. Each telephone request will be serialized, i.e., (TIA #1, 
etc.) and directed to the duty officer at AFGWC, autovon 
866-16-61 or 271-2586. - AFGWC - will" provide the requested 
analyses by telephone followed up by a priority message. 


c. A record of the serialized requests/responses will be 
maintained by the West Hem Desk Officer. 



Brigadier General, USMC 
Deputy Director for 
Operations, NMCC 


Distribution : 

J -30 

J-31 

J-32 

J-32A 

J-38 

DDO 

ADDO 

CCOC 

West Hem Desk 
V7WMCCS Ops & Eval Div 




Ti-E JOINT STAFF 


N M.G C 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 203C1 

2 i jsnc.ry ±5 / z 
0630 E5T 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject: Report of UFO - Cannon AFB KM 

Reference: AFOC Phonecon 21055 EST Jan 76 


The following information was received from the Air Force 
Operations Center at 0555 EST: 


"Two UFOs are reported near the flight line at Cannon AFB, 
Kew Mexico. Security Police observing them reported the UFOs 
to be 25 yards in diameter, gold or silver in color with blue 
liaht on top, hole in the middle and red light on bottom. Air 
Force is checking with radar. 'Additionally, checking weather 
inversion data." 




MO|lIN 

Admiral, USK 
Deputy Director for 
Operations, NMCC 





n ivi c e 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

. WASHINGTON. D.C. 22301 

31 January 197c 
1400 EST 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

Subject: Unidentified Flying Object Sighting 


1 At 3108 05 received phoncon from AFOC: MG Lane, CG, Armanent 

j and Development Test Center, Eglin AFE , Florida called and reported 

] a UFO sighting from 0430 EST to 0600 EST. Security Policemen 

1 spotted lights from what they called a UFO near an Eglin radar 

site. 

2. ipgraphs of the lights were taken. The Eglin Office of 
Ir.- - - motion has made a press release on the UFO. 

3 w ’The temperature • inversion analysis indicated no significant 
temperature inversion at Eglin AF3 at that time. The only 
inversion present was due to radiation from the suriace to 2r00 
feet. The Eglin surface conditions were clear skies, visibility 
10-14 miles, calm, winds, shallow ground fog on the runway, and 
a surface temperature of 44 degree F. 


i 
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DISTRIBUTION : 

DDO 

ADDO 

CCOC 

West Hem 
PA 

AFOC 
J-30 
J- 32 
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N M C C 
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memorandum for record 


Subject: Reports of Unidentified Flyinc Objects (UFOs) 


1. At approximately 0345 EDT, the ANMCC called to indicate 
they had received several reports cf UFO's in the vicir.itv 
of Fort Ritchie. The following events summarize the reoorts 
(times are approximate ) . 

a. 0130 - Civilians reported a UFO sighting near 
Mt. Ai ry, Md. This information was obtained via a call 
from the National Aeronautics Board (?) to the Fort 
Ritchie Military Police. 


b. 0255 - Two separate patrols from Site R reported 
sighting 3 oblong objects with a reddish tint, moving ’ 
east to west. Personnel were located at separate locations 
on top of the mountain at Site R. 


c. 0300 - Desk Sgt at Site R went to the top of the 
Site.R mountain and observed a UFO over the ammo storaae 
area at 100-200 yards altitude. 

d. 0345 - An Army Police Sgt on the way to work at 
Sate R reported sighting a UFO in the vicinity of Site R. 

2. ANMCC was requested to have each individual write a 
statement on the sightings. One individual stated the object 
was about the size of a 2 1/2 ton truck. 

3. Based on a DCS memorandum, subject: Temperature Inversion 

Analysis, dated 13 November 1975, the NMCC contacted the Air 
Force Global Weather Central. The Duty Officer, LTC OVERBY, 
reported that the Dulles International Airoort observations 
showed two temperature inversions existed at the time of the 




